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T:. E following Sermons were preach- 
ed above a Tear ago to a Congreg a- 


tion in London, and ſince tran- 
ſcrib'd partly from ſome brief Notes I had 
reſertd in my Study, and perth from the 
Prints FA ſome remaining Ideas not quite 
worn off my Memory ; while new Occar- 
ring gee ( ot and _ _ 
fd) ſupplied the place of thoſe whic 
| od and jo Thowthrs Ah 4 
This was done to gratify a worthy Friend, 
who as he was not diſplear'd in hearing 
them, ſo was deſirous to read "em too : And 
after that, would not be denied the Liberty 
of making *em publick. | 
T hope it will not be thouzht that I have 
treated on God's Relation to Man as his 
Creator, ix the firſt Sermon, after a man- 
ner t00 abſtratted and Philoſophical for a 
prattical Diſcourſe, when "tis conſidered 
that we live in an Age wherein ſome Men 
will hearken to no other kind of Arguments ; 
and wherein the Minds of others can't be 
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iv To the Reader. 


too well fortifie aint the Contagion 0 
— ei Th ing I Fas=0- . 


but a few Pages in ans: that Vein 0 
Yea _ p - ks pw of which FA 
| been din trauſcribing. 

What is advanc'd in theſe Diſcourſe; I 
have labour'd to ſuſtain both by Scripture 
"and Reaſon; andendeavour dioſpeak to thr 
Underſtandings as well xs to t _ 
ons of wy Auditors, and now of my Readers 
Tho wh who apply enetns oth with ſeriouſ- 

neſs and attention to the reading of them, 

(1 hope) will not think their Time and 

r extirely loit : I'm fare I ſhall not 

epent mine in COMPO "ems, if it ſhall 

| pleaſe God to make "em the means of CON- 
Jam, 5.20. verting oxe Sinner from the error of his 
Way; «ad /o of ſaving a Soul from 

Death, and of hid: + multitude of 

Sins. To which great that they may 
ſucceed, 1 humbly commit *em to the Gut- 
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dance of his Ms, and to the Cons 
dutt of his Spirit, with my earneſt Wiſhes 
and Prayers. ; 
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A ECCLES. Xll. 1. | 

Remember now thy Creator in the Days 
of thy Youth, while the Evil Days 
come not, nor the T-ars draw nioh 
when thou ſhalt ſay, I haveno Plea: 
Racy in them. 


OW much ſoever the Thoughts 
of Youth are buſied with the 
__ Entertainment of the 


enſible Objects that ac- 
colt *em, ind t by reader'd unapt for 
{erious 


The Reaſonablerleſs ahd Advantages 


ſerious Refleftions on the Vanity of the 
World, and on the Excellency and Hap- 
pineſs of a Spiritual and Heavenly Con- 
> ayy Yet one G_ =_ T_= 
Reaſon, Experience and Retigion, 
conſpire to beſpeak their Atiention, (as 
they do in our Text, and ingeed 1n this 
whole Book) it might reaſonably be ex- 
pedted that many would have the Juſtice 
or Prudence, or at leaſt the Curiofity, to 
give three ſuch Monitors a hearing. 
When a Prince excelling all other Men 
in Wiſdom, and other Monarchs in 
Wealth and Splendor, has ſo much Cha- 


Eccl, 1.1.rity for Mankind as to turn a Preacher ; 


Who would not be ambitious to becomEt 
his Auditor ? The News of his Wiſdom 


1 King.1c, and Grandeur drew the Queen of Sheba 


from the utmoſt parts of the Earth, to 
become an = A and admiring Wit- 
neſs of what ſhe had betore, at a Afftance 
and but imperfe£tly heard (Fame it ſelf, 
which uſes ſo mightily to inhance the 
Glory of other Princes, having, it ſeems, 
detracted from his, which ſo far exceeded 
the common Standard, that its Luſtre 
was leſſen'd by thoſe Excominms which 
might have been juſtly counted ſtrain'd 
Hyperboles , when applied to —_ 
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Ser. I. '. of an Early Converſion. 3 


Who would not then, at leaſt, ſo far imi- 
tate that Generous Princeſs, asto recollect 
his roving Thoughts from the ends of the 
Earth, whither = are prone to wander, 
to fix them on a Subjett, which the Grear 
and Wiſe Solomon recommends to Yourh 
with the greateſt Advantage of Reaſon, 
and Strength of Argument ? Curioſity 
(if no other Conſideration ſhould) would 
undoubtedly prompt many to defire, with 
the Queen of the South,-to hear his Wiſe 
Speeches, (if he were now alive) and to 
undergothe Charge and Fatigue ofa long 
Journey to that end. Ought wenot then 
to put a High Value on his Writings, 
wherein we have that very Senſe, which 
ſo much aſtoniſhed his Hearers, when he 
ſpake to them ; and by which (as*tis faid 
þ of Abel) being Dead, he yet ſpeaks to us ? Hed. 11:4. 
Nor have weneed to traverſe the Migh 
Waters to hear him, or to fay (as Moſes 
fpeaks concerning the Law) Who ſhall dev. 31. 
go over the Sea for us, and bring his "3+ 
Words to us, that we may hear them ani 
| do them? ſeeing they are ſo very near us 
in the Divine Treatiſes he has written. 
| And as hisextraordinary Knowledg pro- 
miſes us much,ſo his large Experience may 
] juſtly raiſe our ExpeFlation ſtyl higher. 
) B 2 This 
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This makes a Man ſpeak both more feel- 
ingly, and with more Demonſtration. 
Beſides, *tis not only the Experience of a 
Man endow*d with a vaſt Stock of Wiſ- 
dom and good Senſe, who, conſequent- 
ly, was able to make very curious and 
exact Remarks on the Event of Things ; 
but of one, who by the Advantage of 
his elevated Station in the World, and of 
his Immenſe Riches, was alſo capable of 
Eccleſ. 2.. furniſhing himſelf with whatever the 
41% ,Worldcould yield, or his large Curioſity 
defire. And thoit was his great Unhap- 

pineſs and Sin to give his Heart to know 
Ecch1.17. Madxeſs and Folly, after that criminal 
— manner he confelleshe did : Yet even this 
may make way for his Advice ; ſince he 

that here decries a looſe and ſenſual, and 
commends a {tri&t and vertuous courſe of 

Life, is one, who had thorowly try*d 

what Pleaſures the World could afford ; 

and upon a juſt Eſtumate pronounces 

them all, not only /anity, but Vexation 

. of. Spirit, atthe beginning of this Book ; 

Eccl, 12. and at the latter end of it, from his hap- 
13- pier Experience of the Worthand Sweet- 
neſs of a Religious Lite, recommends it 

as the only way to Happineſs. So that 

lince theſe Thoughts are the Reſult, mn 

al | only 
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Ser. I. of an Farly Converſion. 
only of his Speculation, but of: his Expe- 


rience too, 2nd that an Experience fo 


dearly bought, at the-Expence of ſo much 
Thought and Invention, (unhappily em- 
to fulfil the Laſts thereof ) of ſo much 
Time and Treaſure, and (which is in- 
finitely more) at the Expence of his In- 
nocency and Peace of Conſcience, and 
this with the greatand apparent hazard 
of his Soul; How much does it behove 
thoſe that are Young to become Wiſe at 
his Coſt, andto attend tothe Teſtimony 
of his Experience, as well as to the Evi- 
dence of his Reaſon? 

But we have not only the Wiſeſt Man 
in the World giving us Rules in a matter 
of the greateſt —— and confirming 
them with the Probatum eſt of a very 
large and long Experience; for, behold, 


loy'd in makings Proviſion for the Fleſh —_ 


J- 
$* 


a Greater than Solomon i here, The Wi- mu.12.42 


Jeſt of Men wrote this Book ; but the 


the advantageous Charatters of Solomon 
mo not much influence the Minds of 

oung Perſons to regard his Admoniti- 
ons ;\yet the Authority of the Holy Spi- 
rit himſelf, whoſe Diftates theſe original. 
ly are, lays a ſtrict Obligation on. them.to 


3 oblerve 


2 Tim. 3. 


Spirit of Wiſdom inſpired it, If thenall 1s. 


—_— 
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obſerve *em, as his own Divine C o_ 
with a Religious Zeal, and to ref 

as 'his Precepts, with an awfu Rev: 
rence, 


To form in our Minds a juſt Idea of 
the general! Drift and Deſign of* this 
Book, *tis proper to obſerve, That as fo 
natural for Man to ſeck to be Hoppy, cad 
therefore the Philoſophers of all Ages, 
and of all Nations, have given Rules ac- 
cording to their Senſe of T hings, for the 
obtaining this great End ; We have Solo- 
mon (a = hiloſophical Prince, and 
who of all others p nc beſt to be 
ternd the Prince of Philoſophers) giv- 
ing in this Book the Hi ws himſelf, 
with reſpeCt to the Method he took in the 
purſuit of Happineſs; recounting to us his 
falſe Steps for our warning; and at laſt 
making both the End and Duty, and In- 
tereſt of Man, to conſiſt in the Service 
and Fear of God : All which ſeems to 
be compriz'd in the Cloſe of this Book, 

-1n thoſe Words, Let ws hear the Concluſion 
" of thewhole Matter, Fear God, and keep his 
Commandments, for this is the whole Duty 
of Man : (For it we leave out the word 
[Daty] which is not found in the Ong: 

nat, 


Ser. I, of an Early Converſun. 


nal, more -Scope is given to the Words, 
[This is the whole of Man] 9.4. his whole 
Duty, Endand Intereſt,) And while he 
is looking back with Regret on the Loſs 
of his own Time, and with a Penitenrial 
Sorrow reflects on the Sins of his Youth, 
he earneſtly admoniſhes.others to beware 
in Time ot the Rock on which he ſplit, 
to be warr'd of taking a wrong Courſe 
by his Fall, to be perſwaded to take a 
right one by his Repentance ; and, as an 
excellent Mean conducing to both their 
preſent and future Happineſs, to devote 
themſclves, as ſoon as poſſible, to the Ser- 
vice of God, or (in the Words of our 
Text) to Remember their Creator in the 
Days of their Youth. 

For our better underſtanding of which 
Words, Order directs us to take notice of 
thoſe in the two laſt Verſes of the fore- 
going Chapter, on which they have an 
immediate Dependance; where the Wiſe 
Man ms oobvi an Objection, which 
ſome, Eſpecially thoſe whoſe youthful 
Heat prompts *em to purſue the Pleaſures 
of the World, would raiſe againſt his 
palt Diſcourſe, which ſomuch depretiates 
em : It ſuch ſhould fay, his Morals are 
too ſevere, he anſwers them, Chap. 11. 


B 4 V. 9. 
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i V. 9. Rejoice, O Toung Man in thy Youth, 
L nd let thy Heart chear thee in the Days of . 
thy Touth ; and walk in the ways of thy 
Heart, and in the ſight of ' thine Eyes : 
Which(according to ſome)isa Conceſſion 
of a modems of Worldly Pleaſures, 
and may be thus paraphras'd. © Ima- 
&« gine not (O Young Man) that I pre- 
- tond t9/maks & a Grime for thee to be 
&* Chearful in the uſe of the good Things 
« of this Life, which the Providence of 
* God allots thee: No-—- Gratify the | 
« Deſires of thy Heart, and entertain 
« thy Eyes and other Senſes with variety 
« of pleaſant Objefts, provided a due 
« Moderation be obſerv*d in all theſe 
+ "Things, ſo that thou aſe, and not 4- 
*&< buſe *em; for an Account of thy Ma- 
& nagement of them muſt be render'd 
* before the juſt Tribunal of the Almigh-' 
& ty: I donot bid theerenouncethe Joys 
« and Comforts of this Life, [ But know 
thou, that for all theſe Things God will. 
bring thee into Judgment.) © Itherefore 
* caution thee 'of the Danger of being 
* inſnar'd by an Inordinate Deſire of 
« them. 
Others interpret theſe Words as an Iro- _ 
wical Permiſſion, whereby the ay 
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Ser. I. of an-Barly Converſion. 0 - 9g 
b, of the wild Maxims, and extravagant 
f . Sayings, with which Young Perſons are 
7 wont to encourage themſelves and others 
£ to perſiſt in a vicious Courſe, are expos'd; 
n — anda ſerious Caution thereupon ſubjain'd. 
« Youth (fay they) is the Time of Life 
« moſt fitted for Pleaſure and Joy,the Sen- 
« ſes are then moſt lively and imprefſlible; 


— wo 
i _ 


e « and asa multitude of charming Objects 
'S « are continually inviting us, ſo our own 
of « Inclinations are prompting us to em- 
e - © brace*'em. Now theretore 1s the Time 
"i * for us to abandon our Selves to Mirth 
y « and Pleaſure, Well (fays Solomon) Re- 
e Joice, O Toung Man, &c. q.d, © Take thy 
e * own Courſe, give up thy ſelf to the 


bs * Conduct of thy beloved Lutts, take th 
4 «* fill of Jollity and Pleaſure; but mi 
1 * the Conſequence, be aſlur'd that for 
I * this Courſe of Lite (it obſtinately per- 
$ « ſiſted in) the Great and Juſt God will 
p * Judg and Condemn thee to Eternal 
ll. « Pains, [Kyow thowg+ that for all theſe 


c Thiggs God will bring thee into udgment.] JV 
7 Winch laſt Senſe ſeems to me moſt * 
t Genuine, not only becauſe we have ſeve- 


ral Examples of this Ironical way of. 
» {peaking in the Holy Scripture ; as that 
/ Saying of our Bleſſed Saviour to his Dif- 
f ciples 
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Mar. 26. ciples [Sleep on now, and take your reft} 
45 —aahrm ach To the Redroof fs 
V. 4% 41. Sleeping, and Exhortation to Watchful. 

neſs, which he had given *em juſt before; 
and from the Alarm he gives *em, not to 
indulge their Drowſinefſs, but to riſe and 
v. 45, 46.0e going, ( for the Reaſon he afſigns) 
juſt after thoſe Words : And that of the 

1 Kings Prophet Micajah to King Ahab, who en- 
22. 15, quir'd of him, whether he ſhould go up 

againſt Ramoth-Gilead, [ Go and ſh 

v.12 per, &c, F whereby he aſſumes the Lan- 

guage of the falſe Prophets; bur aſter- 

. 15,18, Wards explains himſelf in expreſs Terms 
See alſo [If thoureturs at all in Peace,the Lord hath 
_— not —_ —_ Not only do ſuch'Ex- 
Ezck -8, amplesas theſe .Q ſay) juſtify this Senſe 
3-4 of the Words laſt given; but that which 

ſeems eſpecially to make it preferable to 

the former is, that thoſe Phraſes, in the 
Sentence we are examining, of [Walking 

in the way of one's Heart, and in the ſight 

of one's Eyes] can't be eaſily accommoda- 

ted to a moderate uſe of Worldly Enjoy- 

ments, (as the former Senſe fappoke) 

ſeeing *tis evident, they are uſed to quite 

another purpoſe in the Scripture, by that 

Num. 15.,, Prohibition God gave the Iſraelites [not 

39- 1} 70 ſeek after their own Heart, and their own 

Eyes] 


of an Early Converſion: 


E vs hp the Curſe 
himielf, { Fraprinſarf EA Nw. 


Eyes] Rok which ſhew, that to walk 
ter one's Heart and Eyes, is an crane 
more fairly applicable to a Diffolute and 
Sinful Courſe of Life, than toa 'Tempe- 
rate uſe of Lawful Pleafures. 

After this Ironical Permiffion of Sinful 
Pleaſures, and the /erious Premonition of 
J ſubjoin'd to it, follows a Con- 


cluſion in theſe Terms, Therefore remove Ec, rr. 


Sorrow from thy Heart, and put away Evil 1- 
from thy Fleſh ; for Childhood and Touth 
are Vanity, 

Which ſome will have to be a Conti- 
nuation of y Irom, and, if taken in b 
proper Senſe, to the Language 
0 Libertines, ar notwithſtanding 
what he had before ſaid, would ftill de- 
vote themſelves to the Pleaſures of Sin. 
As if he ſhould ſay, © Caſt away (as 

ay ou reſolve todo) all ſerious Thoughts; 

ly the Occaſions of Trouble and Sor- 
* row, as much as poſſible ; avoid what- 
* ever is ungrateful to Fleſh and Blood : 
* for Time is fleeting; Childhood and 
* Touth, thoſe Opportunities of Delight 
* and Pleaſure, will ſoon vaniſh, there- 
* fore the Sweets they afford muſt be 
6 reap'd 
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<« reap'd in their Seaſon. For thus do 
ſome Senſualiſts argue, | for- the preſent 
and earneſt purſuit of Worldly Pleaſures, 
from their Vanity in reſpett of the ſborr- 
weſs of their Continuance, which ought 
rather (when their Ererna/ Ill Conde 

are _conlider?'d) to take oft the 
edg of the Appetite toward - *em. So 
19.22.13. the Prophet, and after him the Apoſtle 
1 C15: introduces them ing; Let ws eat and 
_” drink, for to morrow we [ball ate. 

But it ſeems not ſo likely that the Iro- 
ny ſhould be reiterated after fo expreſs 
and ſerious a warning of Judgment, as 
that in the former V —_—_ ſeeing 
this is joird to it by a [Therefore], as a 
Concluſion founded thereupon, | There- 

fore remove Sorrow from thy Heart, &c. 
I ſhould rather therefore give the 
Words ſuch a Turn as this, viz. Seeing 
God will bring thee to Judgment, there- 
fore, Remove Sorrow, &c. q.d. © Mix 


Si with thy Joy ; be Merry 
5 TR Wiſe; Reform thy Life, and a 
1. good Conſcience ſhall be to thee « con- * 
255 3). tinual Feaſt, The Evil of Sorrow 
« need not poſſeſs thy Heart, if the Evil 
<« of Sin be extirpated from thy Fleſh: 
* Govern thy Body with E—_ 
«c bl 


ng 
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< and Chaſtity, and Joy ſhall reign in 
* thy Soul. 0:73 Qik 

Or (as others will have it) Remove 
Anger from thy Heart, (for ſo the Word, 
here tranſlated Sorrow , pry ſigni- 
fies) 9.4. © Be not angry, with them 
« that adviſe thee well, or, be not dif- 
« pleas'd with God for the ſtritneſs of 
&« his Precepts, which I recommend to 
« thee, or tor the Severity of his Jadg- 
« ments of which I warn thee. 

Or elſe the Paſſion of Anger, becauſe it 
ſo violently agitatesthe Soul, may be put 
for all the vitious AﬀeCtions of = Mind, 
and then the meaning of the Words is ; 
Remove all ſinful Paſſions from thy Mind : 
And put away Evil from thy Fleſh ; q. d. 


w33p] 


« Grve not the Members of thy Body to the bu 5. 


« Service of Sin. 

Which Exhortation is urg'd by this 
Reaſon' [ For Childhood and Touth are Va- 
nity] 9.4. © Theſe Pleaſures, thou art fo 
p hxly in chaſe of now, will vaniſh and 
«* difap q_ with thy Youth 
&« which is a Flower that Al fades: 
* and why ſhouldit thou, for ſhort- 
«* lived Joys, expoſe thy Soul to the 
* Hazard of Eternal Miſery ? 


Or 
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Or elſe the Senſe of the Wiſe Man may 
be to this purpoſe; © I have reaſon to 
« admoniſh thoſe that are Young, of the 
&« Evil and Danger of a Senſual Life, be- 
& cauſe none are ſo to be inſnar'd 
« by its Charms as they, whoſe Imagj- 
« nations, Words and ACtions are gene- 
< rally ſo vain, that they may be fitly 
«< term'd Vanity it felt, Vanity in the 
« Abſtra& ; [ For Childhood and Youth are 


« Vanity. 


Upon which he adds a ſutable Exhor- 


tation to ſuch, in the Words of our Text, 
which are conneQted to thoſe above with 
a Particle, which in our Tranſlation is 
render'd [Now], but is no Adverb of 
Time, but commonly ſignifies [And], 
and ſo may be join'd to what he had ad- 
vis'd before, viz. --- Put away Evil from 
thy Fleſh, and Remember thy Creator ; put- 
ting this Sentence ( For Childhood and 
Touth are V anity) ina Parentheſis between 
thoſe rwo Inſtruttions. Or elſe it may 
be render*d [Then] or [Therefore], and 
ſo is an Inference fromthe Premiſes ; qd, 
« If there isa — be 
« expected, and Chi and Touth 
* are Vanity, then it concerns ſuch to 
« Remember their Creator, &c. 
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In which Words we have Three Things 


to conſider. 


Firſt, A Duty enjoin'd or exhor- 
ted to. 

Secondly, The ſpecial Time, of enga- 
ging in the performance of this Duty, 
preſcrib'd. | 

Thirdly, The Reaſons of it intimated. 


I. The Duty cxhorted to, 15 [ Remem- 
ber thy Creator.] 


IT. The ſpecial Time of engaging in 
this Duty, 1s _— 

rt. In expreſs Terms [In the Days of 
thy Touth.) 

2, By an oppoſite Periphraſis, which 
contains a Deſcription of Old Age [while 
the Evil Days come not, nor the Tears draw 
nigh, when thou ſhalt ſay, I have no Pleaſure 
in them] 1. e, before the approach of Old 
Age. 


IT. The Reaſons hereof are cotich'd 

and inſinuated :; 
1. In the Terms of the Duty ſer be- 
tore us, where the Relation we ſtand in 
: 


-- 
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to God, as he is our Creator, implies the 
Obligation we are under, . to Remember 
him, and that iz our Touth, 

2. In the Terms ugd to ſignify the 

oper Time of this Duty ; where the 
fitneſs of the Seaſon of Touth for entering 
one's Self into the Service of God, and the 
Diſadvantage of deferring it to Old Age, 
are ſuggeſted. 


Of theſe we ſhall treat ſeverally in 
their Order, 


I. To explain the Duty to which we 
are exhorted, we ſhall conſider, 


Firft, The Objef# of it, namely our 
Creator ; and we ſhall endeavour to ſhew 
what is included in that Title here attri- 
buted to God. 

Secondly, The AF it ſelf, of Remem- 
bering, what it imports. 


Firſt, Weare firſt to enquire what 18 
included in this Title of Creator, here 
attributed to God. | 

1, It plainly and expreſly declares, that 
God is the Author and Original of the Be 
ing of Man, io 
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And may alſo include, 

2. That he is the Upholder and Pre- 
ſerver of our Being; 
3, That he is the Reſtorer aud Refor- 
mer of Man. 

4. That heis the Sovereign Arbiter and 
Diſpoſer of our Being, 


1. God is our Creator, as he is the 
Original and Author of our Being : For 

(1,) He created the Matter of which 
we are compos'd, as well as that of all 
the other Parts of the Univerſe. All Be- 
ings of whigh the World conſiſts, all that 
we have any Notices of either from Rea- 


ſon or Scripture, are either Spiritual or 


Corporeal, and all theſe are the Works of 
God, Now Van 1s a Creature com- 
pRo_ of both theſe kinds of Being ; 
11S Soul is a Spirit, and his Body is a Ma- 
terial Subſtance : And both theſe Conſti- 
tuent Parts of Mankind were created by 
God the Author of the whole Univerſe. 
And here we conſider the Term | Cre- 
ate] in its ſtricteſt Senſe, namely, the gi- 
ving a Being to that which had none be- 
tore, the producing of Something out ot 


Nothing, 5#. e. without any precxiitent | 


Matter to work upon. | 
\ C Now 
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Now it muſt be granted that the Soul 
and Body of Man, either are from Eter- 
nity, or elſe had a Beginning in Time ; 
and it they had a Beginning, that it muſt 
be either trom themſelves, or from ſome 
other Being inferiour to God, or from 
God himſelf. 

I ſhall therefore briefly prove, both 


-from Reaſon and Scripture, that they are 


not Eternal, but had a Beginning ; and 
this not of themſelves, nor of any 
other Being but God himfel#; as our 
Text does import, by ſtiling him our 
Creator, 

1ſt, Our Subſtance is not from Eter- 
— & There is no' plauſible colour for 
ſuch a wild Conceit; ſeeing there are no 


- CharaCters of Eternity engraven on our 


Souls, the nobler part of Man ; much 
leſs are there any Veſtiges of it imprinted 
on that Clay of which our Bodies are 
compoſed. 

The Memory we have of our own Ex- 
iftence, extends but to a very few Years; 
therefore we can't pretend, that were- 
member our ſelves to have been from E- 
ternity: Nor has any Eternal Being revea- 
edto us that our Subſtance is Eternal, tho 
we knew it not, or had forggtten it. And 

is 
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is it __ that a Being, to which Think- 
ing is eſlential, ſhould have fo excellent 
a Property as to exiſt Eternally, and yet 
labour under fo great a defect, as the 
entire Oblivion of its own Eternal Dura- 
tion? Is it to be imagin'd that if che 
Minds of Men had been Eternal, there 
would have been any room leſt tor thoſe 
many New and Great Improvements of 
Arts and Sciences, which have been fo 
often ſcen in the World? How could 
paſt Eternity be fo deficient, as to leave 
any thing to future Invention to diſcover 
or cultivate? Is it probable that otir 
Knowledg even of things much interiour 
to our ſelves, would be fo inconſtarrable as 
it is, and that the vileſt Inſet, nay the 
moſt defpicable portion of Inammate 
Matter, ſhould fo puzzle the moſt Spe- 
culative and Ingemons Minds, that en- 
quire into their Nature, if thoſe Minds 
were from Eternity? Is it not much 
more reafonable to' conclude, that Me 


are but of Yeſterday, becauſe we know ng- Jo» 8. 9, 


thing ? can it be thought that a 
Being, that wanted no Cauſe for its Ex- 
iftence, ſhould need a Cauſe to give it 

operties far below that of Erernity ? 
Thar'a Being which cat be meaſured by 
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Time, ſhould yer be liable to ſo many 
Changes and Troables, as we ſee the 
Souls of Men are continually expos'd 
to ! 
And if the Sov/ can't juſtly claim this 
Property, how can the Body, which con- 
ſilts of dull unattive Matter, and wants 
thoſe leſſer Qualities which the Soul 
polletſes, be imagin”d to have that 
greater Excellency of Eternity , which 
the Soul hier {elf can't reaſonably pretend 
tO ! 
No --- This is theDivine Prerogative, 
and is not to be attributed to any other 
, Being than the Supreme; who calls him- 
7” * ſelf, I-AM, i.e. Being in the AbſtraQ, 

Being it ſelf, and JEHOVL AH, 4.e, 
1 Tim. 5. "The Eternal One'; who only hath Immor- 
'%*  tality in this Abſolute Senſe, and of 
Pal. :-.:. Whom alone it can be ſaid, He is from 
a. 53-15: Everlaſting to Everlaſting. 

For what is Eternal is Infinite and In- 
dependent. Infinite in Daration ; for that 
which had no Cauſe to produce it does 
neceſſarily exiſt ; and that which neceſſa- 
rily Exiſts is infinitely Durable, and 
Independent by the ſame Reaſon : And 
that which is Independent, and Infinite 
in Duration, may beuſtly accounted In- 

hnite 
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finite in all other ReſpeQts, and fo Inf- 
nitely Perfett ; which is rhe fole Preroga- 
tive of God , and Incommunicable to 
any Being inferiour to 11m. 

It therefore follows, that we had 
once no Being.; that our Souls and Bodkes, 
as well as all other Beings (except God) 
had a Beginning, 


And if we hada Beginning, 

2dly, Me conld not be the Authors of our 
own Being ; we could not give our ſelvesa 
Being before we had a Being. Nothing 
can be thought on more abſurd ; than 
that Nothing, which can't a&Fin any 
ſenſe, ſhould be capable of Creating. 


That Nothing is made of Nothing, \ if Ex tidils 


taken in this ſenſe, is a true Maxim, 
viz, That Nothing can make its No-ſelf 
toBe; But is not to be conſtrued ſoas 
to exempt God, whoſe Power is Infinite, 
from being able to make a Being, which 

did not Exiſt before. And 
zdly, No dther Being ( except God ) 
could make us, or any thing elſe,- out of No- 
thing : For how can leſs than an Infinite 
Power tranſport any thing from Nullity 
to Exiſtence, ſeeing there is an infinite 
diſtance betwixt them ? As appears, in 
C 3 that, 


ribil fit. 
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that, if you maltiply Nothing to Infinity, 


it will never amount to any real Being ; 
and if you in thought diminiſb =P thing 
that exiſts to the loweſt degree of Being 
imaginable, you can never make it ap- 
pear a mere Nothing ? This Diſtance 
therefore being Infinite, it muſt needs be 
proper only to an Infinite Power, to make 
that Exiſt which is not yet in, being ; as 
it muſt needs be only the withdrawment 
of that Power from ſupporting the Being 
of a Creature, that can annihulate it. 

Beſides, it no Being, that has had a Be- 
ginning, could give it ſelt Exiſtence, and 
all tlungs inferiour to God, had a _ 
ning, (as we have prov'd) 'Then no Be- 
ing inferiour to him could make us Exiſt ; 
tor how ſhould that, which does neither 
xeceſſarily Exiſt, nor could give it elf s 
being, be capable of givi ing to any 
thing elſe, when it wholly depends on 
God for its own ? 

And as Being ſimply confider'd is the 
moſt Univerſal Ef, all Creatures par- 
taking of it in common; it muſt be 
owing tothe moſt Univerſal Cauſe, which 
15 no other than God himſeff ; Therefore 
he only can Create, or make that to be 
which was not before, 

| Nor 
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Nor have we. only the Light of Rea- 
fon in this Caſe; but that of Divine Reve- 


lation too, which aſſures us, that I the gen. 1. 1. 


Beginning God created the Heavens andthe 
Earth, 1. e. the whole Univerſe. He 
made the firſt Matter, out of which this 


Curious Fabrick was built ; he made the ye. ., 


Earth, which was without form and 
void ; and then raiſed a beautitul Stru- 


ftute out of it. Through Faith (as well te> 11.3, 


as Reaſon) we «nderſtznd that the Worlds 
were fram'd by the Word of God, ſo that 
things which are ſeen, were not made of - 
things which Uo appear. 

(2.) As God is the Author of the Mats 
ter of which we conliſt : So is He alſo 
of our Form and Compoſition (as well 
as of that of the reſt of the Univerſe.) Ir 
was a vain Suppoſition of — that 
this Frame of the World had no Begin- 
ning, and conſequently that the Spectzes 
of Mankind has exiſted from Eternity. 
This Fancy has been fufficiently diſprov 
by the reaſons before alledgd againſt the 
Eternity of the firſt Matter of the World ; 
for if T hat be not Eternal, much leſs can 
the Fotm of it be ſo. | 

Nor is the Epicurean Whimſey leſs 
Abſurd, which ſuppoſes, that from a 

C4 fortuitous 
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fortuitous ſhuMing of an Infinite Num- 
ber of ſelf-exiſtent, and ſelf-moving A- 
toms, this ſtately Frame of the World did 
emerge , and that Mankind, and all 0+ 
ther Animals, ſprung our of the Earth 
by ſuch a Caſual way of Generation as 
this. As if Dead Matter could move 
it ſelf, and as if the Colliſion of Material 
Particles could produce a Subſtance capa- 
ble of Reaſoning and Juaging, Willing 
and Deſiring, ſuch as the Soul of Man 1s, 
And what can be more abſurd than to 
imagine, that the Accidental Motions of 
thoſe minute Particles could frame the 
Curious Structure of a humane Body ; 
nay the whole Syſtem of the Univerſe, 
and every Species in it ? Tis leſs unrea- 
ſonable to imagine, when one ſees a 
Magnihcent _— that it was built 
by the Caſual jumbling together of the 
Materials that compoſe it; or that the 
moſt curious Watch was framid after 
this odd manner ; that an elegant Picture 
may have reſulted from the Accidentaland 
unheeded mixture of Colours ; or an Ela- 
borate Oration or Poem (as many have 
obſerv'd) from a Confusrd ſhuffling of 
the Letters of the Alphabet. 
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"Tisevident from tho harmonious Com- 
bination of the ſeveral Parts of the World, 
and the curious frame of cach Species in it, 
and particularly of Mgnkind, that all has 
been diſpos'd in Number, Weight and 
Meaſure, by the Infinite Wiſdom: and _ 
Power of that God, who is Wonderful in % 28 
Counſel, and Excellent in Working, va 

And this Truth 1s ſo very cicar, that 
the Minds of the generality of the Hea- 
thens Samves: lave been penetrated 
with the Light of it. And theretore the an. 1+. 
Apoſtle Paul cites to the Athenians one 2% _ 
of their Celebrated Authors, to prove, 772% 
(what others of them generally confeſs) wsy. 
that God is the Original Author of Max. *"*u. 
kind. So that *tis manifclt from Reaſon 
that God has form'd us. 

And tlus the Sacred Hiitorian of the 
Creation expreſly aſſerts,--- God ſaid, Let .._ _ ... 
us make Man in our Image, after our Like- 23, © 
neſs, ſo God created Man in his own Image ; 
in the Image of God created he him: Male 
and Female created he them. And again--- 
The LORD God formed Man of the Duſt 
of the Ground, and breathed into his Noſtrils Gen. 2. 5, 
the Breath of Life, and Man became a |, 
living Soul. *Tis God (who is the Former 15. 
of af things) that hath made us, and not = 100, 


we 
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we owr ſelves, He both made the Matter 
of which we conſiſt , and moulded it in- 
to that Form which we bear, and b 
which our Species is diſtinguiſhed from 
thoſe of other Creatures. 

(3.) God is our Creator, or the Au- 
thor of our Being, in that, as he has 
fram'd the Species of Mankind in Gene- 
ral ; ſo he is the Former of every Ind;- 
vidual Humane Creature that comes in- 
to the World. The Multiplication of 
Creatures according to their kind by Na- 
tural Propagation, is a Bleſſing of God 
pronounc'd on them - at their Creation, 
But this way ordain'd by God for the 
Conſervation and Increaſe of each Species 
is very Myſterious and Wonderful, and 
15 1n the Scripture term*d Creation, and 
attributed toGod as ſuch. The Pſalmiſt 
calls the Generation to come, the People 
that ſhall be Created ; And ſpeaking of the 


ſucceſſive Diſſolution and Propagation of - 
Animals, he ſays, — Thos takeft away their - 


Breath, they die, and return to their Daft. 
Thou fendeft —_— thy Spirit, they are cre- 
ated, and Thou reneweft the face of the 


Earth, Here the Term of Creation is 
ufed to ſignify the Conſervation and 
Multiplication of Animals in the _ 

Courle 
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Courſe of Nature ; and that (as well as 
the firſt formation of each Species) 1s a- Gen. 1. 2+ 
' _  ſcribedto the Spirit of God. And God 
| threatens the Ammonies by the Prophet 
Exekiel, to judg them iz the Place where Ezck. 21, 
they were Created, that is, as he explains *© 
; it in the next Words, 1 the Land of their 
_  Natrotty. 
And God is the Creator in this reſpect, 
in a ſenſe beyond what 1s ordinarily 
'  imagin'd. For it has in vain been ar- 
tempted by Men to explain the Forma- 
| tion of Plants and Animals, by the Na- 
tural Laws of Motion: And fo many in- 
>  ſuperable Difficulties meet *em, when 
' they would ſhew how their Organs are 
| Mechanical form'd in Natural Genera- 
tion, thar they appear impoſſible.ro be 
folv*d withqur attributing toan Almighty 
Power the Formarion of every Individual 
Creature (as well as of every Species ) 
' - and that in a way more Immediate, at 
” © kaſt more Myſerions than is commonly 
ſuppoſed. | 
Nor does the Conjefture of the E- 
wwvocal Generation of ſome Plants and 
s (tho? it has generally ited in 
the World as an a ruth) ſeem 
well founded ; ſince that I 
$ 
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Muypigh, has been of late Years greatly diſcredited 
oo by many Experiments, which render at 
dam de Ge. Very improbable, that any Plant is rais'd 


_ «nt. I without Seed by a formative Power in the 


[rts. . 
Mark e.} Earth, (as many have pretended) or any 


ito, +Animal ſpontaneouſly produc'd without 
Parents, And theſe God uſes only as In- 
fframental or Occaſional Canfts, himſelf 
being the Efficient Cauſe of all Genera- 
tion ; who in this reſpett (as the Apo- 
1Cor. 17. fHle fays in another) worketh All in All ; 
and tho? he finiſhed the Creation in Six 
days, yet may be faid to Create ſtill, or 
Jon's (as our Saviour ſpeaks) # Work hi- 
"7. 
therto, 

So that it appears to bea Work pro- 
per to the Creator of Man, to form him 
in the Womb, and that after a Method 

' too myſterious to be trac'd by a humane 
Underſtanding ; ſince the Natural Laws 
of Motion, at lcaſt fo far as known b 
Men, are not capable of producing ſo 
Curious a Piece as a humane body : And 
as it is generally ſuppoſed that the Souls 

: of Men are Individually form'd, and in- 
fus'd into their Bodies by the hand of God, 

(fince no tolerable Account can be other- 
wiſe given of their Produdtion)' fo it 
muſt be granted, that the form of each 

Individual 
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Individual humane Pody is to be attri- 
buted to the fame Divine Power ; which 
operates after ſo unſearchable > manner, 
that every Man may wel! - (nor cnly 
as to the Origin of Mankind in gezeral, 
but as to the Formation of himlelt in par- 


ticular) as Job did, Thy Hands have made Job. 10.8, 
me, and faſbioned me round about—Thoa haſt 5% *» 
made me as the Clay :-- Haſt thou not pour'd © 


me out as Milk, and crudlea me like Cheeſe ? 
Thou haſt clothed me with skin and fleſb ; 


and haſt fenced me with bones and ſintws : 


Thou haſt granted me Life, &c. And 


with the Pſalmiſt, --- Thou haſt cover'd val. 135. 


me in my Mother's Womb. I will praiſe ' 


Thee ; for I am fearfully and wonderfully 
made, Marvellous ave thy Works, and that 
my Soul knoweth right well. My Subſtance 
was not hid from T hee, when I was made in 
Secret ; and curiouſly wrought in the loweſt 
parts of the Earth, Thy Eyes did ſee my 
Subſtance yet being imperfett, and in thy 
Book all my Members were written, which 
in Continuance were faſhion'd, when as yet 
there was none of them. 

2. It hence follows, that God is the 
Upholder and Preſerver of our Being. For 


this 1s included in the term [Creator].* 


When God by the Prophet addreſſes 
- himſelf 
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himſelf to the Iſraelites, to encourage 

them to truſt in fo for theix Preſervaty 

on, and to diſſipate their fears of Danger, 

he ſpeaks to them under this Title ; -—- 

IGi. 43.1. Thus ſaith the Lord, that created Thee, 

O Jacob, awd he that formed Thee, O 

Iſrael, Fear xot, &c. And to this Ex- 

hortation he adds a Promule to preſerve 

'em when ſurrounded with the greateſt 

Difficulties, to be with them in paſſing 

—_ the Water,and through the Fire: 

And the Pſalmiſt makes the Relation he 

ſtood in to God, as his Creatuve, a plea 

for his Preſervation, when he ſays in his 

Pak 138. Prayer -- O LORD -- forſake not the 
6. Works of thy own hands. 

And the Apoſtle Peter exhorts thoſe 

t Per. 4. that are perſecuted, to cammut the keeping 

wh of their Souls to God, in well doing, as to 

4 faithful Creator : Sq that from: hence 

*tis evident, that the Relation God bears 

to us.'as our Creatoe/{ includes his Pro- 

vidential Care for our Preſervation : 

Har: — is our Makes, is alſo the 

Jcb 5. 20. Preſerver of Men. Ag it was. unpoſbble 

. that we ſhould g/w Being to our felves ; 

{o 'tis beyond our power tO com61mur Our 

ſelves.ia Being : And as we owe not our 


Exifomce to any Being Inkeriqur v0 God l; 
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ſo neither does the Duration of our Being 
depend upon any other than him. It was 
the Will of God that produc*d us, con- 
ſequently *tis the fame Will that preſerves 
us. Before he aitually wilPd our Produttt- 
on, we cauld not exiſt ; and it he ſhould 
ceaſe to will the Continuance of our Being, 
it would immediately diſcontinue, and 
be annihilated: "Tis but for him to 
withdraw his Hand, to fuſpend the In- 
fluence of his Power, and we fink into 
Nothing. So that we are kept by the Pow- 
er of God in regard of our Natural, asthe 


Apoſtle affirms we are in reſpe&t of our 


Ji 


1 Per. i- 
$o 


Spiritual State : And fince the Divine 


Will is equally the Cauſe of our Bezng, 


and of the Daratios of it ; the term of 


Creator attributed to God in- our 'Text, 
may be fitly extended to both ; our Pre- 
ſervation. being a Continuation of God's 
Creating Work : for in this reſpect (as 
well as that mention'd before of the for- 
mation of ſucceſſive Generations of Men) 
a ing to. the words. of Chriſt, God 


worketh hitherto. And as from him our Johns. 
ing is deriv'd; ſo iu himalone we Live, 5 
and and heus our Being (till ; who 28. 


upholds all things by. the Word of his Power. 


And nat only We, but all other Crea- **: "- + 


rures 
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tures lcan on Almighty Hand for 


their Preſeration, to which they all e- 


qually owe their Exiſtence, 

3. The Term [Creator] may turther 
include that God is the Reſtorer and Re- 
former of Man. *Tis true it does not ne- 
ceſlarily follow, that, becauſe | he has 
made, and preſerves us, therefore, after 
we had undone our ſelves by Sin, and 
effac'd the Image of Holineſs he im- 
preſs'd on us. in our Original Frame and 
Conſtitution, he alſo muſt necds atFually 
Reform us : But it does thence follow, 
that zone but God can reſtore a Degenerate 
Creature; and that all thoſe, whoſe Cor- 
rupt Nature is reform'd, derive that 
Bleſſing from the Almighty Author of 
their Being. The ſame Divine Goodnels, 
Wiſdom and Power, that at the Creati- 
on of the World, ſaid, Let therebe Light, 
(which Operative Word produc'd Light 
immediately) 1s neceſſary to illuminate 
the benighted Minds of Men, who are 
by Sin become the Children of Darkneſs ; 
and to call them out of that Darkneſs into 
the Marvellous Light of Divine Truth. 
Therefore the Apoſtle . Paul ailures us, 


. that it is that God, who at firſt commanded 


the Light to ſhine out of Darkneſs, that 


Ines 
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ſhines in the Hearts. of ſuch ro / ws the 
Light of the knowleds of the Glory of 
God in the fate of Jeſus Chriit, He alone, 


who made all things very Good if their Gen. i. 


kind at the Creation, and who then 3!- 
made Man upright, is able to re;fy the 
verſeneſs of his Wil, arid to purify 

is Heart from the Pollution it has con= 


tracted : To create ig him a clean Heart, Pal: $i; 


and to review a right Spirit within him, '* 
Nothing leſs than our Creator's own Di- 
vine Goodneſs could move him to reſtore 
deprav*d Simners ; nothing leſs than his 
own Divine MW:i/dom- could contrive the 
Method of their Reſtoration ; and no- 
thing leſs than his Divine Power could put 
it j1n Execution, and accompliſh it : He 
vontriv'd the Scheme of this Glorious 
Work, He «ppointel and prepar'd the 
Means, and He renders them efteCtual to 

the End deſigned. 
Who but our Creator is able to reſtore 
us, and reform us from Sm; ſeeing Stn is 
a Privation of SanCtity, a Nellity oppos'd 
to the Being of Holineſs? Nay a ſtate of 
Sin is a ſtate of Rebellion againſt God, a 
ſtate of Enmity and Oppoſition to the At 
thor of our Being ; therefore worſe than 
Anwlulation js felt : becauſe that which 
D 


W 


34 


1 Tim. 3 
15. 


The Reaſonableneſs and Advantages 


is not, as it.cartdo no Good, ſo does no 
Evil; as it is not for God, fo is not 4 
gainſt Him. But a ſinful Creature com- 
mits his Sins againſt him, even againſt 


* Heim, (as the Pſalmiſt emphatically re- 


peats it) and does Evil in his ſight ; aQtu- 
ally oppoſes, and difſerves Him, who is 
the ſupreme Being, and ſole Author of 
the whole Creation. Therefore tho' 
the Word of God brought us out of Nall 
ty, and gave usBeing ; nothing leſs than 


" the Blood of God could avail to redeem 


us from that Abyſs of Iniquity and Miſery 
we were ſunk intoby our Apoſtacy from 
Him. 

Who but He that eſt abliſh'd the World 
by his Wiſdom, and ſtretched out the Hes 
vens by his Diſcretion and Under ſtanding, 
could have form*d the Method of our Re- 
ſtoration, ſo as to glorify his Holineſs 
and Juſtice, as well as his Grace and Merc) 
by it; ſo as 80 make Mercy and Truth 


. meet together, and RN neſs and Peace 


to kiſs each. other, as he hath done by re- 
covering fallen Man by the Sacrifice of 
his only begotten Son ? What Depths 
of Miſdom appear in this S$tupendous 
Myſtery of Goalineſs, God manifeſted in 
the Fleſh --- That Sin ſhould be pale 
W 
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+ with the utmoſt Severity, and yet the 


Sinner \ſpar*d by. Infinite Mercy ! That 


our Saviour, who knew no Sin, ſhould be 2 Cor. g. 


made Sin for us, that we might be made the ©" 
Righteouſneſs of God in him! And the ſame 
CharaQters of Divine Wiſdom, that ap- 
pear in the Foundation, are ſeen alſo in 
_ |= poke xy of py > nn 
of God, in every part t 
Work of ates” mw 

Nothing can be more aſtoniſhing than 
that Infinite Mercy that appears in this 
Mighty Work ; which can have no ©0- 
ther Author than that Infinite Being that 
hath created us. Who, but He that 


made us, would or could have ſo much nai. 29. 
Mercy on us? And who, but he that 1. . 


formed us, would ſhew us ſo much Favour, 
as to reſcue us from Sin, and the Curſes 
entaild on it, by ſo endearing a Ranſom, 
as 7 > ——_— Blood of his own Son? 

as none but our Maker is capable 
of Redeeming us ; fo the frequent uſe 
* _ of the vn in his 

ord, to encourage Men to 

and totruſt in him, may well Ao cdiors 


to intimate the Deſign he had fram'd to 


Sinners to his Favour : For had 
not revealed himſelf ro be Willing, 
D 2 as 
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as well as Able, to be our Creator in this 
ſe, by taking us into his Hand the e- 
cond Time to reform us, or creafe us 
anew ; there would be no room for us, 
ſince we. have all violated che: Laws of 
our fir# Creation, to hope to offer an 
acceptable” Service ro him, or to ex 
any Favour from him ; There would be 
mo Incouragement to remember him as 
our Creator in the fir## Senſe excluſive 
of this latter ; becauſe our Guilt would 
fll us with Terror at every due Remem- 
brance of him, who, 'as he made us for 
his Glory, fo is able to puniſh us, and 
might. juſtly do it, for the Indignities 
we have otterd him by our Sins. So 
that whenever God is pleas'd to preſs, 
cr _— us to our Duty in his 
Word, by itiling Himſelf our Creator, | 
ave are to conſider that Title, as tacitely 
including his being our Redeemer too ; 
that the God that made ws, is alſo the 


* Rock of our Salvation. 


And we find the great Work of the 
Holy Spirit in Renewing and Repenc- 


' rating a Sinner is frequently term'd | Cre- 
. ation] in Holy Writ ; both to ſignify 


the Greatneſs of the Work, and the Re- 
ſemblance this New Creation in ſeveral re- 


ſpects 


LL, %- 
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ſpeQts-bears to the firit ; and alſo to de- 
note, that, both thoſe mzghty Works are 
to be aſcrib'd to the fame Author ; and 
that God may be term'd our Creator, 
not only in that he gave us a Beipg, 
but alſo in that he often makes Sinners 
become New Creatures, by Renewing them 
in knowledg . after bis own Image ; aud 
by Creating them in Righteouſneſs and Eph.y. 24. 
true Holineſs: Who are theretore calPd 
his Workmanſbip Created in Chriit Jeſus Eph.2.19. 
to good Works, &Cc. 

And *tis' worth remarking, that this 
Word [Creator] mn our 'l ext, is of the 
Plural Number in the Original [Thy gg 


3- 10, 


. Creators}, as it defign'd to exprets the 5 11. 


t Obligations Men are under to 5+ 5- 
cach Perſon of the Bleſſed Trinity, for P5332 
Making, Redeeming, and Sanitifying them ; py; y 
the former of winch is eminently aſcrt- 
bed to the Father, the ſccond to the Sor, 
and the /ai#f to the Holy Spirit, ( tho? alt 
concur in each of rhoſe mighty Works) 
and to ſignify that all theſe Works may 
be fitly expreſ&d by this common Name 
of Creation, 

4. As God 1s our Creator, he is the 
Soveraign Arbiter, and Dyſpojer of our 
Being, He is the Soveraign Jug of the 

D 7 World, 
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World, infliting Puniſbments, and dif- 
pang Favours, as he pleaſes. He that 
made us, and preſerves us, has power 

to render us Happy or Miſerable : He 
has the Iſſues of Life and Death in his 
Hand. He that hath created us, knows 
all the Capacity we have of Joy or Sor- 
row, Pleafure or Pain ; and has power 
to affe& us with either of them, as he 
leaſes. He can make his Arrows of 
error ſtick fait in the Conſcience ; or 
fill the Soul with «nſpeakable Joy, He 
can puniſh or chear the Mind with his 
immediate Frowns or Smiles ; or he can 
convey Anguiſh or Joy into the Soul 
by the Occaſion of different Impreſſions 
on the Tahernacle of Fleſh and Blood 
wherein ſhe dwells: He can diſpenſe 
Puniſhments or Pleaſures by his own 
Hand immediately, or mediately by any of 
is Creatures. And ---when he giveth Qui- 
etneſs, who then can make Trouble? And 
when he hideth his Face, who then can behold 


bim ? whether it be done acainit a Nation or 


' againit a Man only. "11s the Lord (as 


Hannah ſpeaks) that 4illeth and maketh 
alive : He bringeth down to the Grave, 
and bringeth up. The Lord maketh Poor 
and maketh Rich, he bringeth low and ” 
. | ; el 
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eth up. Which this Holy Propheteſs 
proves by this Argument; For the Pillars 
of the Earth are the Lord's, and he hath % 
Zh World «pon them ; where his So- ; 
veraign Power over Men, to diſpoſe of 
their State as he pleaſes, is infer*'d from 
his Relation to t as their Creator, 
And when the I in the Revelation 
roteſts there ſhould be Time no longer ; 
He ſwears by him that created Heaven and Rev. 16.5. 
Earth, and Sea, and the things therein ; 
to ſhew, that God, as Creator of the 
World, is the Soveraign Arbiter of it, 
rx that the rh ng of Time, and 
of Tem Thi s to him 
under that CharaGler So that *tis our 
Maker, that both ſbews the Path of Life, pal. 15. 
and holds in his Hand the Kyys of Hell '*. 
and Death, on as Fant oa _—_ all Kev. 2.16: 
things : So he does whatſoever he pleaſes pal. 135- 
rep tell and in Earth, in the 4 - 6, 
all deep places, And, Who cap deliver out Job. 10.7. 
of his hand? Sceing he doth according to 
is Will in the Army of Heaven, and 4- Das 4.35. 
mong the Inhabitants of the Earth; and 
none can ſtay his Hand, or ſay unto him, 
What doſt Thou ? 
Thus have we endeavoured to ſhew 
what is comprehended in God's Title 
D 4 ot 
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of {Creator} on which we have w_ 
the ter Liberty to expatiate , 
nk a ſolid fr tion 15 [aid 
for fome of thoſe Reaſonz, which weare 
hereafter to inſiſt on, to enforce the Duty 
in our Text ; in the D5viſion of which we 
have obſerv*d, that in the Terms of the 
Duty (Remember thy Creator) the Rex. 
ſons of that Duty are in part infinuated. 
Having given ſome Account of the Ob. 
# of this Duty, 452, God, under the 
Title of our Creator; We ſhall now. 


Secondly, Briefly explain the A it ſelf 
of Remen:oring him, and ſhew what that 
1mports. 

ie Memary is that Faculty of the Soul 
whereby ſhe is capable of recalling the 
Ideas of things, which have before been 
preſent to her, 

But here, to Remember does not onl 
ſignify the exerciſipg of the Underſtand- 
ing on our Creator, by refletting on 
what our Senſes, Reaſon, and Divine 
Revelation may have ſuggeſted to our 
Minds, concerning God under that Cha- 


pi. 53.6. Tater ; Tt does not here barely import 
Luk. 17, [ #0 meditate on him, and bear him i» 


37 


* mind] but, becauſe the Underſtanding 


directs 
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direfts the Will and Aﬀettions, and 
Men move aud att very much according 
ro their Conceptions of things, their De- 
fires following the Condudt of their 
Thoaghts ; this Term is applied both to 
the one, and to the other. Sometimes 
it ſignifies to Eſteem and Reſpect, as 
Pſal. 20. 3. The Lord ---- Remember all 
thy Offerings, and accept thy barut Sacri- 
fice. Sometimes-to Tru, as P/al. 2o. 7. 
Some Truft in Florſes, and forts in Cha- 


riots ; but we will Remember the N ame of 


the Lord pwr God, Sometimes to MWor- 
ſhip and Praiſe, as 1 Chron, 16. 12. where, 
after David had exhorted to fiag to God, 
to g/ory in him, and ſeek him, becauſe of 
his mighty Works, he adds to the 
{ame purpoſe --- Remember the marvellous 
Works that he hath done, &c, 9.4, Adore 

and praiſe him for them. 
And this may be further illuſtrated by 
the uſe of the oppolite Term of [ For. 
ing ] which fometimes ſignihes to 
diſeſteem and ſlhgbt, as Fer. 2. 32. Can 4 
Maid forget her Ornaments, or a Bride 
her Attire ? yet my People have forgotten 
me days withous Number, Somerimes to 
Diſtruit , as Pſal. 78. 7. -- That they 
might ſet their Hope in God, and not for- 
1 ge 
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get the Works of God: And ſometimes 
to neglet? to praiſe and worſhip God, as 
Pal. 106. 12, 13. --- They ſang his Praiſe; 
they ſoon forgot his Works, they waited 
not for his Counſel. Or to forſake the 
Service of God, as Deaut. 6. 12. Beware 
let thou forget the Lord, that is, by 
going after s. Gods, as it is explain'd 
in ver, 14. 

So that, to Remember God does not 
only import, to think or meditate often 
on him, but to think worthily and beco- 
mingly of him ; and to pay him a Reſpett 
in ſome meaſure ſutable to the Ideas we 
have of him. To remember his glorious 
PerfeCtions ſo, as to eſteem and reſpet? 
him ; deliberately to call to mind the 
Number and Quality of his Favours, 
and to recolle&t, how fit an Objett of 
Truit , and Praiſe, and of all Worſhip, 
he is; ſoas to engage our Souls to con- 
hde in him, to offer him the Sacrifice 
of Praiſe, and all the Adoration and 
Service that we are capable of render- 
ing. Ina word, to remember our Crea- 
tor, is to remember his Omniſcience , 
Power and Juſtice, ſo as to reverence 
and fear him; to remember his Good- 
neſs, Mercy and Veracity, ſo as to -_ 
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and praiſe him ; and to remember his 
Holineſs and Purity, ſo as to imitate 
and obey him : *Tis fo attentively and 
ſeriouſly to meditate on his Nature, and 


on his Works, that while we are muſing, Plal. 39.3- 


the Fire may burn (as the Pſalmiſt ſpeaks) 
that our Thoughts may kindle To” 
Flame of Love in our Hearts to S 
him, which will break out in 
AQts of Service, and Obedience to his 
Glory. ?Tis to ſerve him both with our 
Underſtanding, Will and AﬀeCtions, to 
devote our ſelves entirely to him. 

And as our whole Man is to be dedi- 
cated to the Service of our Creator ; ſo 
_ alſo deſerves the whole of = T. ime : 
and we ou t to begin as ear as 'pol- 
ſible to _— him ; For fda 
Text ſhews, 


IT. In preſcribing the ſpecial Time for 
zng jo this Duty ; hich now falls 

under our Conſideration. | 

1. *Tis preſcrib'd in expreſs Terms [in 
the days of thy Youth]. | 

2. Byan oppoſite Circumlocution, con- 
taining a Deſcription of 0/d Age [while 
the evil Days come not, nor the Years 
draw nigh, when thou ſhalt ſay, I haye 
wel no 
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no pleaſure in them]; that is, before the 
approach of Old Age : : 
As is evident, both in that theſe Emil 


Dazs, &c. are oppoſed to the Days of 
' Youth; and in that many elegant Cha. 


rafters are uſed to —_—_— the Infirmi- 
tics and Miſeries of 0/4 Aze, in the fe- 

| of this Chapter, immediately after 
the Text. 

And in this Deſcription of Old Age, 
we have 

1, The Time it ſelf expreſſed by [Days 
and Tears). 

2. The Charter of that Time of Life, 
thoſe [Dgjs are Evit], and thoſe [Tears 


ſuch as (we ſhall confeſs that) we haw 


wo aK in them). 


1. For the Time it ſelf, it may be. 


calld [Days and Tears) ; 


(1.) Either emphatically to ſignify one | 


and the ſame thing; it being an uſual 
ogary in the Hebrew DialeF, to ex- 
prefs the ſame thing in various /y»om 


moms Terms in two Sentences, [- 


ately ſucceeding one another, which ſerve 
partly for 1/{aſtration, and partly to in 
enlcate Truth in the Mind : Ot which 
we have Inſtances in almoſt every Verſe 
of the 51ſt Pſalm, as well as in many 0 

ther 
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ther places of Scripture, as 'tis eaſy ro 
obſerve. Or clfe, 
"_ By [Ps} to ſignify the Brevity 
Great Uncertainty of the Conrim» 
ance of that Time ; (which is ſoon ſwal- 
low'd up by Death, as the fleeting Days 
of Yourh are ſoon loſt in Old Age) and 
by [Tears] the tedions paſſing of this ſhort 
Time, by reaſon of the many AfMictions 
and Infirmitics a Man then labours un- 
der: Tho? the Time is very ſbort in it 
ſelf, *tis made very long by Miſery and 
Pain, which ſeem greatly to extend it. 
For as the Soul, when flld with Ples- 
ſare and Joy, during her eaſy poſture, 
forgets the Time, as it were, and ſu 
it to {lide from her with little Notice ; 


 whichmakes it a pear extremely ſhort : 
- So when ſhe is fil'd with Sentiments of 


Paix and Sorrow, her uneaſy Situation, 
ane impatient deſire of Change, do fo 
conſtantly apply her Thoughts to the 
conſideration of that Time, which is the 
Continuance of her Miſery, that it ſeems 
very long and irkſome to her: So that 
the Duration of her Sorrow ſecms always 
to req gan ge ng. to the Deyree 
of it; and a Man imagines himſelf 
to have been much longer under an 


acure 
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acute than under a flight Pain, when 
in reality the Time of their Continu- 
ance is equal. Thus every Moment of 
Time becomes an heavy Burden to one 
in Miſery, who (as Moſes ſays the 
raelites ſhould do, when under punif 4 

Deue. a8, MEnt for their Sins) cries out, 4m the 

639. Morning, Would to God it were Evening! 
and in the Evening, Would to God it were 
Morning ! ---- And *tis m_ known that 
this is the Language of Old Age. 

And therefore, 

2. 'Tis expreſs'd by the Charaer of - 
[ Evil] Days, and Years wherein [ »o 
pleaſure] is to be had; which may be 
thus explain'd. 

(1.) By [Evil Days] may be under» 
te ne. ſtood the Decays and Diſeaſes of Old 
ls. Plauc, Age: And by [the Tears wherein there 

is no Pleaſure] may be ſignified the Un- 
happineſs and Miſery that thoſe Diſte&m- 
and Infirmities give the Mind, theſe 
hea a great jon of her Sorrow, 
which is then eſpecially vated, when 
the Guilt of the Soul conſpires with the 
Diſtempers of the Body, to make the 
Man compleatly miſerable ; ſo that he 
ſhall ſay, that is, he ſhall confeſs or com- 
plain that, he has no Pleaſare in thoſe evil 
Dos, 
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Days, that he has no Sanftuary of Eaſe 
to fly to, no Refletion to make that 
can allay the Trouble of his Mind, no 
Medicine to uſe, that can remove the 
Diſtem of his Body. For thus 1s 
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often 'the Condition of thoſe, who for- jc; ... 


etting the LORD their Maker nt 
Youth, grow Old in the ſervice of Sin. 
Or, | 

2.) By [Evil Days] which is a poſs- 
A. eb Ea, Ih of Old Age 
may be repreſented, as attended with 
many poſitive AfMiCtions and Pains ; 
and by [the Privation of Pleaſure at 
that Time] by __ Cha- 
rafter, ma hed the incapacity of 
reliſhing the Joys and Pleaſures of this 
Life, that accompanies thoſe unpleaſant 
Years, wherein the Organs of Senſe are 
= much enfeebled, eſpecially when 
Old Age has been haſtned by the In- 
temperance of Youth. 

And now, ſince it appears that God as 
our Creator (in the comprehenſive Senſe 
wherein we have explain'd that Title) 
requires us to remember him, ſo as to de- 
vote our ſelves to his Fear and Service, 
and that in the Time of our Touth, be- 
fore O/d Age, with its many Aﬀttion 
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and Sorrows, overtakes us; if one maks 
but a tranſient RefleQtton on theſe rhangs, 
tis. eaſy to obſerve that the Wiſe Man 
in" this Exhortation intimatcs, 


joun'd ; BO | 
1. In repreſenting God, the Objet# '6f 
it, to us, under the Anguſt Charafer of 
[our Creator] ; winch evidently emitles 
hum to the Service of our Yourh, And 
2. In fetting 0/d Age betore us, as 4 
Scene of Muſery and Horror 3; as a Time 


Gen. 47.9. made up of few and roll Days. And in 


oppoſing them to the $erter Days of 
Youth ; thereby to inſinuate, that as Old 
Age brings with it many great Diſad- 
vantages and Impediments to obſtrutt 
our Converlion to God; fo Youth is 


attended with many favourable Circum- 


ſtances, that render it the beſt and fitrei? 
Seaſon to initiate one's ſelf in the ways of 
Righteoulinets. 

The ftrength of theſe Reaſons I ſhall 
conſider at = hereafter : And ſhall 
content my felt at preſent with making 
fome few brief Remarks, 5 Bel 

(1.) On the Terms uſed to prefcribe 
the ſpecial Time of the Nuty enjoird in 
the Text. (2) On 


IL The Reaſons of the Duty ens 


- Line upon 


Ser. I. of an Early Converſion. 


(2.) On the Terms, whereby both 
the Objet# and A# of this Duty are ex- 
preſ?d : To ſhew how fitly they are 
adapted to the State and Circumſtances of 
thoſe that are Young, who are the Per- 
ſons to whom this Exhortation is ad- 


 dreſgd; 


With which I ſhall conclude this 
Diſcourſe. 

1. From the Terms uſed to ſhew the 
Time of remembring our Creator, it may 
be obſerv'd ; 

(1.) That this double Timing of the 
Duty, fir#t by exprelly preſcribing it [in 
Youth] and ther [before Old Age, with 


its Miſeries comes on] gives the Words 


a certain Force and Exergy, proper to 
inculcate ſo important an Admonition : 
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"Tis a giving Precept upon Precept, and 1(4j. 28. 


ſpeaks) which he commends as the pro- 
per Courſe to inſtruct the Young, or (to 


ine, * (as the Prophet I/atah v- 19, 13- 


uſe his own Words) to teach them Kpow- Ver. g. 


ledg, and to make them underſtand Dottrine, 
who are weaned from the Milk, and drawn 
from the Bred, --- to gain the Attention 
of giddy and unthinking Youth, many 


of whom, tho? God condeſcends ro ſpeak joy 23. 


once, yea twice, (as he doth here) are yet 14- 
E 


ſo 
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ſo dull of hearing, as not to perceive 
the Reaſonableneſs of thewr Duty, or at 
leaſt not ſufficiently ro conſider it ; and 
the Danger to which the neglett of it ex- 
poſes *em. And 

(2.) We may further - obſerve that 
this Obligation of Remembring our Cre- 
ator, extends it ſelt equally with the Cz 
pacity we have of Refleting on God, as 
our Maker ; and increaſes propertionably 
to the knowledg we may obtain ot him, 
So that none are entirely exempt from 
it, who are capable of exerciſing their 
Thoughts on God : and thetefore thoſe 
may not pretend to be diſpensd with, 
who have not arriv*d tothe full maturity 
of Youth, if they are in any degree ca- 
pable of knowing their Creator. As far 
as they are able to take notice of his Na- 
ture, and of his Will, fo far are they 
oblig*d to worſhip and obey him. 

And thus 1s further cleared by the Op- 
poſition the Wiſe Man ſeems to make, 
betwixt the Daty in our Text, and the 
V anity of Childhood and Touth, mentioned 
juſt before : So that if we take [/anity] 
here in a Moral Senſe, the Exhortation 
extends it felt ro Perſons that fall under 
cither of thoſe Denominations, that are 

| either 
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either in the ſtate of Childhood or 
Youth; And ny [Vanity ] Natural 
Frailty and Mortality be intended, the 
words are not lefs extenſive ; tor then 
the frailty of Childhood and Youth, is 
uſed as a Conlideration to prepare the 
way for this Admonition ; and Chttaren 
as well as Towng Men, are therefore ex- 
cited to give themſelves to the Service of 
their Creator : Becauſe neither arc ex- 
empt from the danger of Sickneſs and 
of Death. 

And this may be further collefted 
from the charge givea to Youtli in 
the Text, to remember their Creator, 
not only before the Evil Days of Old Age 
are come ; but before thoſe Years [draw 
nigh) while Old Age is yet at a diſtance ; 
Which ſhews that none that are capable 
of reflecting on their re/atio» to God as 
Creator; may excuſe themſelves as too 
Young to be concern'd in his Service. For 
as his being our Creator, is the foundatt- 
on of this Duty of remembering him : 
So tis evident, that our Obligation 
to it is to be meaſured by the Capacity 
we have of knowing him as ſuch. There- 
lore lie riiay well require that the tender 


lindt of Chnkdhetd, as well as the ma- 
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turer Bloſſoms of Youth be conſecrated 
to him ; who ſometimes perfetts his Praiſe 
wa the mouths of (ſuch who in com- 
pariſon of thoſe of riper Years are but) 
Babes, and Sucklings ; and therelore, by 
the Pſalmiſt, calls upon Toung Men and 
Maidens, and Children, as well as Ola 
Men, to praiſe and worſhip him. 

2. That the Terms of [Remembring 
their Creator] are wiſely adapted to the 
ſtate of Youth, to engage them early in 
the Service of God, will appear by the 
following Remarks on each of thoſe 
Terms. | 

1. God under the Title of Creator, is 
fitly recommended to the Young, as the 
Objett of their Worſhip and Obeatence, 

(1.) Becauſe tis a Term tlat cafily 
excites in the Mind a ſtrong and clear 
Idea of God's infinite Power, Wiſdom 
and Goodneſs, And the Wiſe Man ha- 
ving to do with Youth, whoſe anex- 
perience for want of Years, and whoſe 
wnattention, for want of a habit of ſteady 
thinking, renders them leſs capable of 
arriving at the knowledg of the Deep 
things of Ged, than thoſe who to the 
advantage of a long obſervation of things 
lave added that of addifting themſelves 
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Ser. I. of an Early Converſton. 


to frequent 'Thoughtfulneſs and Medita- 
tion ; he makes uſe of that Title of God, 
which might moſt familiarly ſuggeſt a 
proper Notion of him to their Minds. 
He expoſes to them the Alphabet of the 
Creation, out of which even Children 
may eaſily learn to ſpell the Being of 
a Deity. The Ignorant and the Young, 


ſpeaks) the heedleſs and unattentive, 
may read the Charatters of the Divine 
Attributes, which are plainly engraven 
on the Pillars even of this Material 
World. And (as the Apoſtle obſerves) 


J3 


even thoſe that run, ( as the Prophet Ha. z. 2, 


may clearly diſcern the Eternal Power and Rom. 1. 
Godhead of the Creator, who is Inwi{i- 3 34+ 


ble, by the curious Fabrick of this /i{ible 
Creation ; {oas to render them alrogether 
inexcuſable , if they neglett to glorify 
God according to thoſe ſenſible notices of 
him, which they may ſo eaſily and con- 
ſtantly receive. 

For as the ſight of a Magnificent Pa- 
lace, induces us to conſider the Skill and 
Ability of the Archireft that built it : 
So when we take a ſerious proſpect of 


the StruQture and Frame of the World,” 


or of any = of it, it familiarly raiſes 
our Thoughts to its Great Author and 
| E 3 Cauſe: 
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Cauſe : For as every Houſe is built by 

ſome Mmn; fo "tis natural to conclude 

gcb. 2. 4 (with the Apoſtle) that he that built all 
; things is God. And therefore 

(2,) This [ of Creator] is a Title 

which God is uſually pleagd to aſſume 

in Scripture, to diſtinguiſh himſelf, as 

the True and Living God, from the Idols 

of the Heathen; and to convince their 

Ignorant Yoraries, that He is the only 

; proper Ohje:# of Religious Worſhip. 

The LORD # the True God (faith the 

| rs Prophet Jeremiah) ; he s the Living God, 

and an everlaſting King. »- The Gods that 

Ver.1'. brve not no Heavens and the Earth, 

even they ſhall periſh from the Earth, and 

from ks Lyrw/ rat (Then ſpeaking 

Ver. 12. again of the True God, he fays) Hehath 

made the Earth by his Power ; be hath eſts- 

\ bliſhed the World by his Wiſdom, and hath 

ſtretched out the Heavens by his Diſcretion. 

v. 14,15. And then,having ſpoken of the Vanity of 

Ver. 16. Tdols, he adds ; The Portion of Jacob is not 

like them ; for he is the Former of all things. 

Iai. 45 And the Prophet Iſaiah introduces the 

-_ God of Iſrael, proving himſelf to be the 

True God, u nt, low Charatter.” I 

have made the Earth, and created Man 

pon it : I, even my Hands have ſtretched 

. | out 
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out the Heavens, and all their Hoſt have I 
commanded, And, a little after, the Pro- 

inſults over the makers of Idols, and 
then adds, Thus ſaith the LOR D, that 


' Created the Heavens, God himſelf, that 


formed the Earth and made it , be hath 
eſtabliſhed it, he created it not tn vain, he 
formedit to be inhabited, I am the LOR D, 
and there is none elſe. 

All which ſerves to ſhew how properly 
this Title [ of Creator ] is uſed in our 
Text, to dire& the Minds of Youth tb 
the true Objeft of Love and Adoration ; 
who are ready to make as many Gods, 
as thereare pleaſing Objetts in the World ; 
and to facrifice themſelves, and all they 
have tothoſe inchanting Idols, that ſtrike 
their Senſes with any agreeable Impreſſi- 
on. And 

(3:) This is a Relative Title, denoting 
the Natural Relation God bears to the 
World: For the Terms [Creator and 
Creature) mutually ſuppoſe one another : 
And not only his Relation tothe World 
in General, but to Mankind, nay to 
every Individual Humane Creature in 
particular in the Word, [Thy Creator] 
1s propos'd as the ground of that Service 
every one that comes into the World, 
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V. 16, 17. 


Ver. [| 2. of 
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; The Reaſonableneſs and Advantages 
is oblig'd to pay to the Almighty, whoſe 


Title of [ Creator ] includes our entire. 


dependance on him. So that the Wiſe 
Man prudently makes choice of a Term, 
expreſſing every Man's Relation to God 
as his Creature ; becauſe *tis the Firf 
and moſt Evident Principle, on which 
to found our _ Obedience to him, 
and moſt apt to aftect the Soul. For, as 
when I think on God as Creator of the 
World in Gezeral, it raiſes in my Mind 
a great Ides of his Majeſty and Sove- 
raignty : So when I conſider him as 
MYT Creator , that Relative Charatter 
gives an endearing force to the reaſonable 
Obligation I find my ſelf under to ſerve 
and worſhip him; becauſe I then look 
upon him, not only as the living God, 
but alſo as the God of MT Life. 

We may alſo obſerve, 

2, The Propriety of the Term [Re/ 
member] to expreſs the Reſpett and Ser- 
vice thoſe that are Young owe to their 
Maker. T _ 

(1,) [To remember, &c.] ſignifyi 
the Exerciſe of the Thoughts = uy 
htly urg'd on the Young ; becauſe as the 
moſt early Impreſſions are the moſt deep 
and laſting ; ſoa habit of Holy Medita- 
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Ser. I. of an Early Converſion. 
tion is ſooneſt acquir'd in Yonth, when 
the Mind is moſt at leiſure, and not 
embarraſsd with that multitude of 
Thoughts and PrgjeQts about the Afﬀairs 
of the World, which riper Years are 
uſually incumber'd with. What fitter 
Term could be choſen, by which to 

e the duty of Young Perſonsto their 

er, than that of [Remembring] him ? 

ſeeing the Memory is a Faculty that 
_—_— commonly excel in, and 
in which they often glory; a Faculty 
that grows ripe betimes, and ealily re- 
tains that TiniFare, with which it is carl 
and thoroughly imbued. Tis as if 
Solomon had ſaid; You that are Young, 

ht to ſeaſon your Memories wittrt 

Impreſſions betimes, when they are 
moſt capable both of receiving *em,and re- 
taining *em ; and to fill your Minds with 
the thoughts of God, and of the Service 
you owe him, before they are crowded 
with the Concerns and Buſineſs of a per- 
plexing World. 

(2.) A Caution ſeems to be wiſely in- 


| finuated in this Term againſt forgett 
hich 


the Worſhip and Service of God, w 

heedleſs Youth too much devoted to Sen- 

ſual Pleaſure, is often guilty of ; for tho? 
the 
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the Young haye the moſt capable Mens 
ries, yet they are very prone to forget ther 
Duty to their Maker. And how apth 
ſo ever they remember other things, they 
often liye as if Gos were zat 1 

their Thoughts : For they commonly ds 
vert and diffipate their Minds fo much - 
with the amuſing Pleaſures of this pre 
ſent World, that they don't allow them- 
ſelves time enough, either to look back 
ward, to that God who cres 
ed *em, and to whom they owe their 
Preſervation; nor forward, to conſider, 
that *ris only in his power to rexew and 
reform them trom their Vices and Errors; 
and that he will one day jade them; 
who as el of _ has the ” 
yeraign diſpoſal of their Beimg, and 
Power either to ſave, or nd : In 
whoſe Favour is Life, and whoſe D\{- 
pleaſure is more terrible than Death. 
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DEMONSTRATED. 


SER MON II 
ECCLES. Xu. t. | 
emember now thy Creator in the Days 
of thy Youth, while the Evil Days 
come not, nor the Years draw nivh 


when thou ſhalt jay, 1 have no plea- 
ſure m them. 


AVING before explain'd the Ex- 
hortation in the Text, which the 

Wiſe Man addrefles to thoſe that 

are Young, viz, To Remember their Cre- 
ator in the Days of their Youth ; or to de- 
yas vore 


6o The Reaſonableneſs and Advantages | 


vote themſelves early tothe Worſhip an! 
Service of God : 

We are now to conſider the Reaſon, 
whereby this Duty is enforc'd, which 
are plainly enough infinuated in the Tex, 
as we have before obſerv'd in the Diviſar 
of it. : 


Firſt, In the Terms of the Dut, 
where our Relation to God, as our Cres 
ror, implies the Obligations we have to 
adore and ſerve him. 

Secondly, In the words uſed to fignih 
the proper Time of engaging in this Du 
ty, viz. [Inthe Days of Touth, before th 
Evil Days of Old Age come, &c.] Where 
the firneſs of the time of Touth to enter 
one's ſelf into the Service of God, and 
the Diſadvantage of deferring it to Oli 
Age, are intimated. 


Firſt, Then we ſhall take a view of the 
—_ that oblige us to devoteour ſelves 
ro the Service of God in Youth, which 
ariſe from the Relation that is between 
him and us, as he is our Creator, and we 
are his Creatures : And this in that la 
and comprehenſive ſenſe we have given 
of the Term [Creator,] by which we 
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Ser. II. of an Early Converſuon. 


have laid the Ground-work of our prefent 
Reaſoning. 

1. As God is our Creator and Preſerver, 
we derive from him our Being, and the 
whole Duration of it ; that is, the whole 
of our Time: Therefore, 

(1.) He has an equitable Claim to us 
as long as we have a Being, and to our 
Touth by conſequence : ?Tis but juſt that 
what wereceive from his hand ,ſhould be 
again offer*d to him ; that ſince we live 
by is God, we ſhould live to his 

Can weaſhgn any portion of our 
Tims which we do not equally derive 
from our Creator with the of it? 
Why then ſhould any of thoſe Moments 
ws are allotted us by his mere Favour,be 

uriouſly uriouſly ſubſtratted from his Service, 
md abus'd to his Diſhonour ? 

The great God, whoſe chief End in all 
he does, is his own Glory, becauſe that is 
the beſt and moſt excellent End of all, 
made us, and continuesour Being for his 
own Pleaſure and Glory. Therefore to 
alienate any part of our Time from him, 
is __ *N e his Deſigns, and (as much as 

) to endeavour to fruſtrate his 

End, and facrilegiouſly to rob him of his 
Honour. 

Nor 
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Nor do we only withhold Divine Hs 
our from him t6 whom it is due, whe 
we to employ any part of our 
Time 1n the Service of. our Creator : far 
Man being a Creature that can never be 
altogether idle and unaCtive, that part 
of our Lives, or portion of our Time 
which we divert from the proper end for 
which it is allow'd us, 15s not only ſoles 
from God, but devored to the ſervice of 
Sin; ?Tis to ſnatch away a Sacrifice from 
the Altar of the True God, and unmed:- 
ately to offer it to the worſt of Idols 
How provoking muſt this needs be to that 
God who is ſo jealous of his Glory, that 
he will not grve mou other ? Much leſs 
will he ſuffer it, with I ty, to be gi 
ven to Sin; which is nkoely 0 hes 
his holy Nature, and which he therefore 
hates with a perfe& Hatred. 

No wonder then that he requires the 
whole /cceſ/ion of our Time to be devoted 
to himſelf, and that wherher we eat or 
drink, or whatever we do, we ſbould dy it i 
his Glory ; making that the chiet end of 


all our A#ions, which is the end of out 


Being, and of the Contrwuation of it: 
And this ſeemed fo highly reaſonable to 
the P/almiſt, that after a long Meditatioll 

off 
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on the Works of the great Creator, it 
influences him to a firm Reſolution to 
honour and worſhip the —_ o - 
Bet _—_— whole courſe of his 
Tims I ws ſing «xto the LORD (ſays el. 194 
he) as long 4s T1 thee ; 1 will ſing praiſe un- 3 ah 
to my God, while I have my Being. TY 
Now if the whole of out Time be the 
Propriety of our Creator, not given us to 
ſquander away as'we pleaſe, but lent us 
to improve to his Honour, then he may 
juitly claim our Youth to be dedicated to 
his Service : It heis the Proprietor of the 
whole of our Time (as we have prov'd he 
iS) in that he is our Creator, he has a 
right to each part of it : If we withhold 
from him the Service of our Youth, we 
detain a part of our Time from him, who 
has a Natural Right to the whole of it. 
And that part of 1ime,when once elaps'd, 
being irrevocable, there remains but a 
part of the whole to offer ; and we can 
then only render to the great Author of 
our Being, a defective and mutilous Sa- 
crifice. And, 
(2.) Asour Youth belongs to our Ma- 
ker, as a part of that Time, of which 
the Samme Total is his Due, fo it is his 
Propriety, as it is the Firft-fraits of that 
Time, 
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Time, the ſacceſſion of which we enjoy 1 
by his mere Favour and Bounty. Tobe' / 
ſerv'd firſt is conſidered as a Token of ©< 
Honour and Reſpe&t amongſt Men; how 2 
reaſonably then does the Infinite Dignity | 
of our Creator, joyn'd to the Obligat» © 
ons we owe him as ſuch, claim at ow vt 
hands an humble and ſolemn dedication 
of that part of our Time, eſpecially to him- 
ſelf, which he firſt befows, and in which f 
he firſt renders us capable of offering him P 
Service * The Sacred — Lo the © 
Creation repreſenting the SanCtification © 
of the ho" as immediately ſucceed. 
ing the Creation of Man, (the laſt of { 
God's Works on the laſt of his Working  Þ 
Days) ſeems to ſignify the — k 
we are all under to conſecrate 'our Youth, *' 
the Fir/t-fruits of our Time, to the Ser- 
vice of the Author of our Being ; and ® 
that as the firſf Day our firſt Parents livid ®! 
after their Creation, was eſpecially fa- 
cred to God as an Oblation of the firf- 
fraits of their Time; ſo we their Poſte- 
rity, ought to devote our Youth to our 
Maker, and to ſerve him, as ſoon as we * 
are capable of knowing him. Righteous - 
Gen.4.4. Abel pay'd an acceptable Homage to his 
Creator, by preſenting him a Sacrifice E " 
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the Firſtlings of his Flock; And as the... ... 


| 4.4 ar of the Holy-Land were yearly 29. 


conſecrated td, God as the Great Creator 23-154 


and Do Proprietor of it : So his 


Right over his Creatures was alſo antt- Exod. 14 
ently acknowled d, by the dedication + 12: 


» both of the fir/-born of Cattle, and of 


Mea to his Service. All which certainly 
- written for = — and ay 
airly en apply*d to our preſent 
pur . yy if Got bs a Special Right 
to te of of all we have, (as theſe anti- 
ent Inſtitutions ſeem to ſignify) then he 
may reaſonably challenge the fir/# of our 
Time, as having a peculiar Title to that 
part, by the dedication of which we ac- 
knowledg we are indebtzd to him for 
the whole ; and the refuſal of which is an 
implicite Aertion of our Independency 
on him, as if we owed only to our ſelves 
our own Being, and our Tine, which is 
the duration of it. 

So that they think very prepoſterouſly, 
who count the Time of Youth the moſt 
unſeaſonable of all for the Service of God, 
when *ris evident, that if it were allow- 
able to ſubſtrat any part of our Time 
from him (as it is not, yet) of «1 the 
parts of it, it would be the moſt indecent 

F «7 
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and diſreſpe&ful to withhold from him 
rhis of Youth, (taken ina large ſenſe, not 


. only to contain Childhood, bur- all the 


Flower of our Time) becaufe he nt 
only claims a Right to it, as 'tis a part of 
our Time, the whole of which is de 
riv*d from him ;. but as it is #hat peculia 
part of it, which ought to be dedicated 
to him as an Homage, whereby we ac 
knowledg the Obligation he has laid w 
under for the olek bn is pleas'd to alloy 
us. Nor has our Creator a more reaſon 
able claim to our Youth, as his peculiar, 
becauſe *ris the fir part, than he has, 
(3.) Becauſe *ris ao the Beſt part d 
our Time, wherein the Faculties of the 
Soul have ordinarily no leſs Gracefulnes 
and Vigour, than the Members of the 
Body have Beauty and Strength ; where 
in we are moſt capable of engaging 10 
any great Undertaking, and poſlefs ſur 
table Advantages for theaccompliſhmet 
of it (as we ſhall have occaſion hereafter 
to ſhew more at large.) *Tis then but 
juſt, that he that made us what we wt, 
ſhould have the beſt of what we have. 
If he has a Right to all our Time in 4 
neral, becauſe we receive it all from hit 


hand, he hasa peculiar Righe to the : 
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of our Time, as that which his own Inki- 
nite Excellency, and his great Goodmg/s #0 
IDE 

an Offering. y 

our Maker ordinarily adorn'd Youth 
with ſo many deleftable Flowers, with 
ſo much Strength and Agility of Bay, 
and Comelineſs of Form,ſfuch a Capacity 
of Memory, and Quickneſs of Fax; 
fuch a Readineſs of Perception, and Vi- 
vacity of Spirit? Why has he crown'd 
it with ſo many advantageous Qualities, 
but toindicate by theſe Preparations, that 
he has deſign'd it for a Special Sacrifice, 


67 


The word uſed in our Text andelſewhere TaYmNA 
for Youth, properly ſignifies the Choice of «7,1 


our Time, our Selef# or Choſen Time, and 
does import not only that our Creator 
chooſes that part of our Time for himſelf, 
but that it has ſeveral Advantages that 
render it the moſt eligible ; that 'ris in jt 


Telf the moſt fir to be 5hoſen, and fes a- 


part for his Service. 

'Tis therefore to offer a great Indigni- 
ty toour Creator, to refuſe him the prime 
of our Time, on pretence that we'll of- 
fer him our Decrepid Age, the worſt of 
our Days, and the very dregs of 'emt, as 
_ Waady of the beſt part of 

2 wat 


tlegit, vel 
ſulegit. 
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what he has given us, as if wecould of 


fer any thing beyond his Deſerts, who 
has x Spa All; nay, as if the De 


vil, the World, and our own 


Inclinations, were more worthy Objet. 
of Worſhip than the ever Bleſſed Got 


who has made us; as it he were to b& 


ſtpon'd to the vileſt and moſt deteſts 


.ble of all Idols ; As it both the firſt ant 


beſt of what we have ought to be devo 
ted to theſe; and as it the Lame and 
Blind and Maim'd were the only Sazri 
ces becoming his Altar. 

The Prizits under the Law wer 
conſecrated in their Touth, and continu 
ed in the Service of the SanCtuary onl 
to that Age wherein *tis ordinary tor Nz 
tural Strength viſibly to abate ; to ſignih 
that that part of our Time, where w 
are moſt capable ot ſerving our Make, 
ought cſpecially to be devoted to him 3 


_ -the moſt acceptable Portion of our days 


And is it not fit that he that has made uv 
for himſelf, ſhould have the Beit of ou 
Service? 'That the ſtrength of our Bo 
dies ſhould be dedicated to him tha 
moulded and compos'd '*em ? And that 


the powers of our Souls ſhould, in the! 
moſt flouriſhing and vigorous yr +- 
: : 0 


oO BG HY = 4 Q wo A 1+ 


TERE CE SCG SES PRASSTLTSSTETE, _EESESVTRMSSCSRS, 


- 


cu 


Ser. Il, of an Early Converſuon, 


offer'd to the great Authot of all our Fa» 
culties? Ought not the moſt -attentive 
Regards of our Underftandings to be 
employ'd in contemplating lum that has 
made us Rational, and the molt ſpright- 

ly and eager Sallies of our Hs to be di- 

reed towards him who has made us de-" 
firing Creatures? Certainly as God isour 

Maker, he deſerves as well as requrres that 

we moſt ſeriouſly contemplate, and moſt 

intenſely /ove him, on the account both 

of his owz Infinite Perfettions, and of the 

Emanations of his Goodneſs toward as his 

Creatures ; and conſequently that we 

improve the bez of our "Time in thoſe 

Holy Exerciſes of meditating on him and. 
aſpiring after him. 

2. As the Notion of [Creator] in- 
cludes, that upon the Suppolition of. 
Man's Fall by Sin, God alone is able to 
perform this mighty Work af Reforming 
or New-Creating him ; and as the man» 
ner of the uſe of this Term in the Holy 
Scripture further intimates his Willingneſs 
ſo to do (as we have ſhewn at layge 
before: This further ſhews the rea- 
ſon we have to devote our Youth to his 
Service. And this Conſideration res» 

E'2 5. -- gown 
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news and redoubles the force of the for. 
mer Reaſons: For = is _ —_ | 
Pla. 8. 4. Man) that God ſbould be mindfu m# | 
: And A Son of Man that he ſhould vifu 
him ? What great Grace has the great 
God to us, that when we 
had forfeited all the Bleſſings to be expe | 
Reed of him, as our Creator, inrebelliouf, 
ly caſting off that Natural Obligation we 
were under to obey him, he ſhould ne 
ther make us ceaſe to be his Creatures 
and entirely diſſolve that Relation, by 
forſaking the Work of his hands, or « 
" wihilating wi _—_ > na his =_ 
Authority, by u ing our Being 
to render us miſerable,and by treating u 
as his Enemies rather thanas the Objeds 
bf his Favour ; but on the contrary that 
he ſhould ſtill ſhew reſpe& to us ay the 
Works of his hands, by preſerving out 
Being, by exerciſing Patience and Long 
ſuffering rowards us, by — 
ws with many Tem Favours, 
Heb. 30. Dy opening, and conſecrating # New ans 
ww LILivingway, whereby we mightreturntd 
hitn, by propoſing tous Terms of Peart 
Col. 1.20, and Reconciliation by the Blood of the 
Eph.4.23. Croft ; and by offering to renew as 42 th 
Sprrit of our Minds; ma word, to make 
Þs 
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Ser. Il, of an Early Converſum. * p24 
us New Creatures after his own Image ; col 4.19. 
that ſo we might be not only again inti- 
tuled to thoſe former loſt Bleſſings, that 
were naturally ſuited to obedient Crea- 
tures of that order and rank of Being 
wherein God had plac'd us at the Begin- 
ning ; but _ have our Happineſs 
highly improv'a, as well as effeQtually ſe- 

curd by that new and zearer Relation to 

God through Jeſus Chriſt, which inte- 

reſſes them that believe in his Name in 

thoſe unconceivable Joys which he has 

merited : Upon which account our Cre- 

ator treats thoſe that are thus reconciPd 

to him, not only as his Creatures but as 

his Children ; and ſince his only begotten | 

Son, whom he hath appointed Heir of all ieb.1.2. 

things, is nat aſhan'd to call them Brethren, ev. 2.11, 

he refuſes not to treat *em as Joint-Heirs _— 

with him, nor diſdains. to be call'd their ;, 15,1. 

Father. | | 
So that the conſideration of God, as 

the Author of this New and Spiritual 

Creation, lays on us the ſtrongeſt Obli- 

gation imaginable to ſerve and obcy him, 

in that it contains both the higheſt Reaſon 

and the ſtrongeſt Motive of that Obedi- 

ence : For aS1t 15 very res/puable that we 

ſhould obey bim that has Wiſdom' and 

F 4 Power 
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Power enough to _ and reform,and. 
render happy ſuch ſinful, deprav*d and 
miſerable Creatures as we are, fo ts, 
the greateſt Good that can be done us,and 
therefore is to be earneſtly ſought at the 
hands of the infinitely gracious God:) 
and ſeeing he is fo liberal as to offer 11 

Luk. 11. - 94ve his holy Spirit, the Principle of al 

13 Grace and Spiritual Life, to them thu 
ſincerely 44k and diligently ſeek it of 
him; here is the greateſt Morive and 
encouragement to engage us in his Ser- 
vice, ſince (I ſay) he 1s nor become in 

16.36.18. xorable by. our Sins, bur ſtill waits tobe 

Jer.31.33. 274cioi tous, offering to write his Law is 

Heb.8.10. our Hearts, and to put his Fear into on 
inward Parts by the power of his Spirit 

Pc 19.11, and alſo aſſuring us, that i keeping hi 

| Commandments there is great Reward. 

If therefore the fir/t and beft part of ou 
Time is God's peculiar Claim as he has 
made 1s, much more ought we to offe 
the firf-frurts of our Time to the Service” 
of him who is become reconcileable tow 
in Chriſt Jeſus, and is both able and wit 
ling to add to the Obligation of the frf, 
that of a ſecond and more Glorious Cres 
tion.” Surely we owe not only the fr# 

and be#, but the whole of our Time now 
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Ser. Il. of an Early Converſion. 7} 


upon a new account to our Creator, fince 
he has made ſuch proyifion for our Re- 
formation, and ſo for our Happineſs, not 
only through the courſe of. our Time 
here, but through an entire Eternity here- 
after ; which leads me to the laſt t ng! 
have to urge from the import of t 
Term [Creator,] viz. , 

3. As this Title implies that God is 
the Soveraign Arbiter and Diſpoſer of our 
Being, becauſe this is a necetſary conſe- 
quence of that Relation of Creator ; it 
carries with it a forcible Argument to en- 
gage thoſe that are young 1in the Service 
of God. Our Times are in his hand, who vr. 31. 15. 
can prolong or contract them as he plea- 
ſes ; and we muſt be accountable to him 
for the Days he has lent us, and receive a 
Sentence according to our Improvement 
or Abuſe of them. How reaſonable is 
it, and how much for our Intereſt to of- 
fer that part of our Time to our Creator 
which he peculiarly lays claim to ; nay, 
to .conſecrate the whole of it to his Ser- 
vice, ſeeing as he is the Author of our 
Being he has a right to the Soveraign di- 
ſpoſal of it ; if we withhold any 
part of our Time from him, can fill u 
the Remainder of our days with pain ha. 

ſorrow 
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Power enough to change and reform,and 
render hos feb Cn, deprav*d and 
miſerable Creatures as we are, {o *tis 
the greateſt Good that can be done us,and 
therefore is to be earneſtly ſought at the 
hands of the infinitely gracious God: 
and ſeeing he is ſo liberal as to offer ts 
give his holy Spirit, the Principle of all 
Grace and Spiritual Life, ro them that 
ſincerely 44k and diligently ſeek it of 
him; here is the greateſt Motive and 
encouragement to engage us in his Ser- 
vice, ſince (T ſay) he 1s nor become in- 


exorable by our Sins, bur ſtill waits to be 
. gracious tous, oftering to write his Law is 


Heb.8.10. our Hearts, and to put his Fear into our 


inward Parts by the power of his Spirit, 


Fc 19-11, and alſo aſſuring us, that i keeping hi 


Commandments there is great Reward. 

If therefore the fir/? and beft part of our | 
Time is God's peculiar Claim as he has 
made ws, much more ought we to offer 
the fir/f-fruzrs of our Time to the Service| 
of him who is become reconcileable to us. 
in Chriſt Jeſus, and is both able and wil-| 


ling to add to the Obligation of the fr, 
that of a ſecondand _ Glorious Gy | 


tion.” Surely we owe not only the fir# 


and be#, butt the whole of our Time now 
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| upon a new account to qur Creator, fince 
d | he has made ſuch proyifion for our Re- 
is} formation, and ſo for our Happineſs, not 
df} only through the courſe of. our Time 
ef here, but through an entire Eternity here- 
[| after; which leads me to the laſt t 0g] 
| have to urge from the import of t 

1} Term [Creator,] viz. 

t 3. As this Title implics that God is 

ff the Soveraign Arbiter and Diſpoſer of our 

d} Being, becauſe this is a necetſary conſe- 

quence of that Relation of Creator ; it 

-| carries with it a forcible Argument to en- 

ez gagethoſe that are young in the Service 

;| of God. Our Times are in his hand, who vt. 31. 15, 
4 

ſ 


* canprolong or contratt them as he plea- 
: fes; and we muſt beaccountable to him 
for the Days he has lent us, and receive a 
Sentence according to our Improvement 
7 or Abuſeof them. How reaſonable is 
; it, and how much for our Intereſt to of- 
;: fer that part of our Time to our Creator 
| which he peculiarly lays claim to; nay, 
.* to conſecrate the whole of it to his Ser- 
.+ vice, ſeeingas he is the Author of our 
+ Bein ys ppg gn di- 
.' fpoſal of it; if we withhold any 
| part of our Time from him, can fill up 
'; the Remainderof our days with pain a 
| | ſorrow 


54 The Reaſonableneſs and Advantages | 
ſorrow, or cut us off in his Diſpleaſure in | 
eng cnr'd our days, and force us into 

of Anguiſh and Miſery? 
Heb. 10; Sr le a thing 15 it thus to fall into 
j'* thehandsof the Lind _ who, | 
has made us, knows uniſh our 
Diſobedience | with all the | kin and de 
grees of Tormeat of which he has made, 
or can make our Nature capable ! And 

how highly does it concern us to dedicate 
the Bloſſoms and early Fruits of our 
Youth to the Service of him who is able | 
- reward our early Obedience with a | 
and happy Life here (if he pleaſes), 
and wo fl up a whole Eternity in com- 
various Pleaſures to the Soul | 

Rn ung 

a inds an of ] 50- 

lace we either are or can be capable of, 

and how to give us the moſt raviſhing 
Delights, to excite un our Souls the / 
4 WES. me lively ſentiments of that Joy which 

ot” Is vnſpeakeble and full of Glory ! 
How much does it concern us to 

a ruparsghs —— __ 
rame portion of our A | 
either eternally to bs 
Folie and Souls, by his Almighty Hand, 
from ſinking into Nelly, amdit the 
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everlaſting Torments of Hell, that ſo our ' 


Wo and Miſery - (ten thouſand times 
worſe than Annihilation) may become 
eternal too! Or can uphold our Being by 
his everlaiting Arms, fo as to give us the 
ſtreagth w7 boars of an eternal Youth 
both in Soul and Body, and to entertain 
us with the uninterrupted Views of his 


Divine Countenance, and with the con-* 


ſtant Emanations of his Infinite Love ! 
Who can entertain the Soul with conti- 


nual Impreſſiohs of the higheſt Joy, 
without the diſſolution or kebling of 


her Being, or any Facalty that belongs to 
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it ! For he rhat created us 1s the SO- Exod. 33: 


veraign difpoſer of what he has made; 2». 
and to him *tis poſſible tomake Men even * © 13 
1 John 3. 


of dedicating our * 


to ſee his Face awd hive. 
Nor is this Duty 
Youth to the Service of our Creator, as 
that Charater involves his Power to di- 
ſpoſe of us as to Happineſs or Miſery, 
(as he pleaſes) barely to be argued from 
that awful and ſtupendous Paver and Au- 
thority ; but alſo from the manifeſt diſ- 
covery our Creator has made in this caſe, 
as well of his Wy and Pleaſure, as of his 
Right and Power, For he has declar'd, 


That the Wicked foal nat live out ef Typ 
err 
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their days, and that they ſhall die , 

o ” _ therr Time; that #t bl; not be ret 

"13 rhe wicked, neither ſhall he prolong his days, | * 

becauſe —_— not before God. And he 

Exad. zo, has added a promiſe to the fifth Precept 

12. of his Law, (which is the firit Command 

with promiſe) of a long and happy Life 

to thoſe that ſhew an early Piety by their 

obedience and reſpeCtt to their Natard 
Parents, the Inſtruments of their Pro- 

duCtion, as an inſtance of their reſpett | 

to their Heavenly Father, the original | 

Author of their Being. As the Apoſtle | 

Fo; Well expreſſes it, Children obey your P4 

Tp z rents in the Lord, for this is right, Flo | 

nour thy Father and Mother, (which i the 

frit Commandment with promiſe) that it | 

may be well with thee, and thou maye#t lin | 

long on the Earth. And tho God in the | 
Wiſeand Myſterious way of his Provi- 

dence, makes ſome Exceptions from | 

theſe General Rules of extending or con- | 

trafting the Time of Men in this World, | 

l{.45.25. ſometimes ſuffering an accurſed Sinner to | 

tive an hundred Tears, and an early Cor | 

vert to die betimes: Yer if the Vice | 

committed in Youth be impenitently | 

perſiſted in, that an eternal ſtate of Mt | 

{cry will be the dreadful conſequence of ' 
it; 
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Ser. Il. of an Early Converſidn. 
it ; as on the other hand, that our Crea- 


” tor not only can, but certainly will re- 


ward the early Conſecration ot our Time 
to him, with an eternal ſtate of Blifs, 
cannot bedoubted, by ſuch as read and 
give credit to the Scriptures of Truth, 
For as a multitude of T hreatexings co 
tain'd therein give aſſurance of the for- 
mer, {o the latter 1s a leſs confirmed F2] 
variety of great a ectouws Promiſes, 
which, if Moatuncs Glory to all the 
Saints in general, muſt not only com- 
prehend thoſe that were ſanctihed be- 
times, but may reaſonably raiſe their 
=—_ to expect a diſtinguiſhing Re- 
ward, 

And becauſe the Title of [Creator] 
comprehends that of a Jag, *tis pro- 
bable, that Solomon, after a Caution to 
Youth againſt Sin, becauſe of the cer- 


”7 


tainty of the future Judgment of God, £4, . 


brings in the words of our Text by way 
of Argument thereupon, [Therefore re- 
member thy Creator, &c.] (as we have 
before ſhewn it might have been tran- 
wn) $, e, _ r ay has made 
4 a right to diſpoſe of thy Bei 

and will jade thee o AN Fu 


50 
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Fcel.?.12. chude with the Wiſe Man, Tho « Sinne 


Ifai. 3.11. 


. Term [Creator], wherein our Relation 


Youth, and the contrary Evils and I 
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So that how well ſoever it fares with 
the wicked in this World; we may con- 


do evil an hundred times [q. d. repeat his 
Sins never ſo often] and his days be pro- 
longed ; yet (ſays he) ſurely I know tha 
it ſhall be well with them that fear God, 
that fear before him: and that implies a- 
Wo o_ the TT R_ fl br 
as. the Prophet I/aiah ſpeaks) it 

tbr him ; for Fo reward 2p his hand; 
ſhall be given him, 

From the Reaſons included in the 


to God, as his Creatures, implies we are 
under t obligations to remember to | 
love and ſerve him early ; We paſs 


Secondly, To the Arguments inſinuated 
in thoſe words, which expreſs the proper 
time of engaging in this Duty, viz. (Is 
the days of Touth before the evil days com, 
and the years draw nigh, when we ſhall ſay, | 
we have no pleaſure in them,) wherein the 
Advantages that attend the Time of 


diments that accompany Old Age, which 
render the former the far more eligible 
Time in which to beginto devote one's 
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Ser. Il. of an Farly Converſion. 


ſelf tothe Service of God, are ſuggeſted. 
Which Advantages on the one hand, and 
Diſadvantages on the other, we are now 
to conſider. 

1. Then it behoves us to dedicate our 
ſelves betimes to the Service of our Crea- 
ror, becauſe the Work of Copverſpon is 
much more eaſily perform'd in Youth 
than in Old Age. And ſeeing there is a 
neceſſity of our turning to God once in our 
Lives, or elſe we become irrecoverably 
miſerable; Prudence direts to the 
choice of the be## Time for ſo weighty 


a purpoſe. The Wiſe Man tellsus, God x.q.,.. 


has made every thing beaatifal in its ſeaſon, © 
and that there is py time for - Ecel. 3. 


poſe under the Heaven ; and if all Wiſe 1—10. 


Men are careful to chooſe a convenient 


' ſeaſon for the common Afﬀairs of the 


World, thatrelate only to their Tempo- 
ral Intere, how ol 10us 4 piece of 
folly muſt it be for a Manto ſuffer the 
fitte#t ſeaſon to eſcape him for the per- 
formance of that Work, which is the 
moſt difficult of all others to be well 
done ; and upon the due accompliſh- 
ment of which, both his preſent and 


furure Happineſs depehds ! For, 
(1.) Youth 
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(1.) Youth is the beſ# Time for ouw 
Converſion : Becauſe the Soul is not then 
{o much vitiated by evil Habits, as when 
ſhe has run through the ſeveral ſtages of 
Life in a continued courſe of Wicked. 
neſs. Tho Sin is deeply cio rooted 
in our Nature, which is all defl'd with 
the Original Stain : Yet we very much 
fortify our corrupt Inclinations by pro- 
ducing them into A# ; and by multiply. 
ing choſe Sinful AQts, till they become 

familiar and cuſtomary to us, and till we 
Job 15- drink down Iniquity like W ater : So that 
the drfiiculty of turning trom Sin encreaſes | 
together with the Time of our contin | 
ance in the praftice of it. Caz the Erhi 
ads opian change his Skin, or the Leopard hi, 
i * Spots? Then may ye alſo do Good, that are 
accuſtomed to do Evil, (ſays the Prophet.) 
Is it to be thought that Converſion to 
. God is fo (light and eaſy a mggter, that 
anj Time may ſerve for its Accompliſh- | 
ment? Are not the difficulties that a 
long habit of Sinning will ky in the 
way of that great and important Work 
to be fear'd? Ts it not much more caſy 
to bend a Toung T wig than an Aged Oak, 
and to prevent evil Habits than to redtify 
'em? Alittle obſervation of the World 
may 
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may fiiffice to inform us, that long - 


C or Habit is ſo bewitchihg a thi 
that ſcarre any thing can Moi 
more ridiculous; abſurd, and incon- 
venient than many things which the long 
uſage of ſome Perſons, nay of ſothe 
whiole Nations, has authoriz'd. | 
And if Men ate fo tehacious of ary 
ſilly and troubleſome thing which they 
have been mich addifted tro, and facri- 
fice their Reaſon, their Honoar ard heir 
Eaſe to the Tyranny of Cuſtom ; how 
much more prevalent muſt a long habir, 


| and courſe of Sin be, which Beſides its 


deep rooting in our Nature, and beſides 
the ordinaty force of were Habit, has 
both its flattering Promiſes and Pleaſures 
to tempt us to its Embraces, and its 
Threats aid Terrors too (in ſuggeſting 
all the queer pu Circutnſtances of a 
vertuous courſe of Life) to raiſe it our 
Minds the moſt frightful Idez of Picty 
and Religion; So that, if Cuſtom atid 


Habit in gene#4/ be erbially ſtiPd a 'ry6ui- 
Fabit of Sin may of Co Io 
all others moſt fitly be fo term'd : And .- dey 


Second Nature, the 


the force of its Dominion dvey our Souls, mer is!” 


and the difficulty of its Extirpation ot 
bf theihy muſt needs have ah increaſe pro- 
& portiorate 
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The Reaſonableneſs and Advantages 

rtionate to the Time of its Duration in 
hem. Can any thing then be moreevi- | 
dent, than that uw the days of our Youth, 
when Sin has not yet ſo deeply rooted it 
{ff in our Hearts. by evil. habits, as in 
Old Age after.a long courſe of Vice, ing 
multitude of repeated Acts, our Con- 
verſion muſt needs have the moſt eh 
and &:/ndly accompliſhment ? | 

(2.) This fu appears, ia that the 
Minds of the Young are ordinarily the 
moſt capable of Iz/trufion. - It was | 
ſaying of a Philoſopher ; that #0 Cyre «| 
Dead Man and Teach an Old Man, wen: | 
things equally difficult : For (tho in ſome 
reſpects Youth is ſufficiently addiRed to 
Pride, Fer) there is a kind of Naturd 
Mode y and becoming Humility oftea 
diſcernible in the Young, ariſing from a 
Conſciouſneſs of their Ignorance, 
unexperience of things, which diſpoſes 
them to a more Docible frame of Mind, 
than is uſually to be found in Elder Per- 
lans, whoſe Maturity of Age often makes 
'em unwilling to be inform'd, eſpeci 
in matters of Religion, either e 
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they imagin they a/ready know what 0- 
thers may pretend to teach *em, or be- 


cauſe they are unwilling to ——_ the 
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ſhame of being accounted /o /ong 1gno- 
rant of Religion, and their concern there- 
in, which — ought to be early 

ith. And upon this account 
(tis likely) our Saviour tells his Diſct- 


$3 


ples, that excepr they ſhould humble them- Mir. 18, 


ſelves and become as little Children, they 3 + 


ſhould not enter into the Kingdom f 
Heaven, 1.e. unleſs they ſhould imitate 
Children in Modeſty and lowlineſs of 
Mind ; 'that the Senſe of their Ignorance 
might make *em Teachable. 

Beſides the Minds of Youth are gene- 


rally a much fitter Soil for Truth, than 


thoſe of the Aged, becauſe not uſually 
- yr. with the Briars and Thorns 
ng and deeply rooted Prejadites, 

The Soul of Man will not long remaia 
Trang if it be not early ſftor'd with 
ruth, *twill be gradually fuf'd with 
Errors; and as *tis much = trouble- 
ſome toalter and correft a Writing full 
of Norſexſe and Confuſion, by much ra- 
zing out and interlining, than to write 
a handfome piece of Senſe on a 


blank Paper : So it is a ntly harder 


to1 or reftify a Mind long pre- 

poſſeſs'd with Falſhood; than ro make 

deep impreſſions of Truth on a Sopl 
G 2 


Amore 
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more ſimple and unprejudic'd ; which, | 
if empty of Kyowledg, yet 1s not filld | 
with Error, which as it has not yet | & 
learn'd to judg right of things, ſo nei- | 4 
ther has been much us'd to ju g wrong; 
and if not happy enough to well | 
ſtock'd with good Notions, yet is not | 3 
ſo «nhappy as to be crowded with but | \ 
ones. t 

Now ſeeing to capacitate us to ſerve | 4 
Jon ) © God, who # a Spirit, and therefore will | h 
24- be ſerv'd with our Spirits, (without | T* 
CTw* which Bodily Exerciſe profiteth Tittk) | 

there are many great 'Truths to be learn, 1! 

ed ; and tho he has promig'd the helpof | 
*. his Holy Spirit to reveal theſe to the | 
ſimple, yet ſeeing he requires us tobe | 7 
Prov, 8. Ciligent in. the inveſtigation of Truth, | tl 
Fa-44 and very attentive to the Voice of Res | & 
0 5* ſon and Scripture to that End, *tis eaf t 
to ſee b w ——adbunrtec mo dy ( 
now faid, That the Young, whoſe | ® 

Minds are yet unform'd, have a mighty | < 
advantage above the Aged for learni bl 
the knowledg of the ways of God, - 
for obtaining a more copious and ſolid | FE 
underſtanding of Truth: So that we! ® 
| mo ſay with the Prophet, (tho | ? 
perhaps he ſpeaks in another L H 
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Whom [ball he teach _— And Ia. 28.9 


whom ſhall he make to underſtand Do- 
frine ? Them that are wean'd " 000 the 
Milk, and drawn from the Breaſts. 

(3.) Again, there is a certain Tendey- 
xeſs of Spirit attending our. firſt Years, 
and not ordinarily to be found after- 
wards, which renders Converſion more 
feaſible. The Heart is more malleable, 
and more eaſily receives Impreſſions 
from the Promiſes and Threatnings 

in the Word of God, and from 
| Judgments diſtributed 
orld by his Provideace, There- 
w Perſons, whoſe Edu- 
ion/has given them any tolerable 
means of the knowledg of Divine 
things, who do not remember them- 
ſelves to have been much affteted in 
their Youth in attending to the Word of 
God, or in obſerving ſome remarkable 
Paſſages of his Providence. If deep 
Convittion is a great ſtep towards Cons» 
verſion, Experience ſhews this is moſt 
cally ht on one that is young : 
How oftendo we ſee ſuch a one weep at 
a tranſient glance on Death and Judg- 
vent (ina Sermon), or at a general rex 
flection on the Sufferings of Chriſt for 
” 3 


Sin- 
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and awakening Diſcourſes of the cer 
inty of Death, the diſmal Circumſtan- 


moſt Cruel and unexampled Sufferings 


wherewith our Bleſſed Saviour was tor- | 


mented for our Redemption ? That 
makes no imp on the Adamariine 
Heart of the latter, whichis often found 
to effeft a deep conipun&tion of Mind in 
the former ; and the Eyes of the one can 


hardly be kept open by a Diſcourſe that | 


diſſolves thoſe of the other into Tears. 
The affeftions of Fear and Hope, Jo, 
Sorrow, Com and the like, more 
exfily move the'tender Minds of Youth, 
and conſequently make way for laſtin 
impreſſions of Piety, to the purpoſes 
which theſe when 


ul regard by an clighten'd Mind, 


uce, 

| 4) The -_—_—y which 

the warm Temper of Yi engages 

thern in, for what they embrace, renders 
a 
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Ser. IE," "of 91 Eaily Comverſi on, 
{thorough Copvertion ro:God more eaſy 


either rifted much of the AﬀiQions 
the World themſelv+s, or = having 
been Witneſſes to the Miiferies 'of many 
others, often retain ſo tertible an 1dez of 


World! Ly les, that the Mortificati- - 


or and Seff-deriial preferibt to the fol- 
lowers of Chriſt, giv be es thiem a ſtrange 

difpuft for a ſtrictly FRafoibus Life : Be- 
fides the abatement of their natural heat 
and vigour, (a good degree of which is 
uſeful to any. enterprize) makes 
**tm with the contimmally com- 


t9them that to the old ; who by hav? . 
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ain' of 4 Lioz im the way, But the Prov. 22. 


oung who haye not 'been fo baulkg *3: 


with Diſappomtments, nor felr or /zen 
ſo'ma iſeries, and who oF 


fe of Honour, ant are common- 

fr arbitiouss? hi gh Atchievements,and 
bf ke wr he Attempts defeated, 
'> more reatily to rake 


wes Ok ot Chrift, and to | fobe the 1 Tim. 6. 


good fight of Faith, that may lay hold 12. 


on Eternal Life. Add to t is, that that 
Diſeaſe of Covetouſwefs, that fo often ats. 
tends the” Aged, who from experience 
either in themſelves or others, of the 
difficuley of gerring. and eepig, and the 

G 4 danger 
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danger of lofing, and the inconveniency | 
of en "ines of this World, be | 
come more penacious of them then when | 
they are neareſt the unavoidable neceſſi. 
ty of parting with them ; that this Diſ- | 
3 Tim. 6. caſe (I * which is the root of all evil, | 


IO. . . 
Col. 3: $+ which i I 


Mar.1g. Tenders it almoſt impoſſible for a rich Mas 


24525925 20 enter inta the Kingdom of Heavep, docs | 


not ſo uſually reign amongſt the Young 


arry, and therefore oppoſite | 
to the true Service of God, and which | 


: 
| 
' 


(whoare rather apt to run into the cons | 
trary extreme) ſo that their motion ip | 


the waysof God, 1s not clog'd with this 
dead weight, which ſo mightily incum- 
bers thoſe whoſe Hearts have taken 


deeper root .in the Earth. Thus we ſe: * 


how much morgeaſy the Work of Con: 
verſion is likely to be, when we e 


an it in our tender Years, than if we de: | 


ter it to Old Age. 


But all this while 1 would not be | 


thought to make the work of Converſ;- 
on, conſider*d as the A# of God, (who 
42.26.18, along can turn a Soul from darkneſs (0 


light, and from the power of Satan to him | 
ſe ) to ak fea in one Subjett | 


than another, for all things are 
poſſible to him; but I have hereby made 
Oat 6 re ere toned 


— _ 
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an Eſſay to ſhew that the Heart of an 
old Sinner is a Swubjef? much more «ntra- 
Hable and obſtinate in it ſelf, than that 
of one, who (by reaſon of his Youth) 
is yet but a Novice in Vice? That 
the work of Mortification and SanQifi- 
cation is commonly begun with leſs dit- 
ficulty, and carried on with more caſe 
and on the Young than on the Old, 
and that a greater degree of Grace is ne- 
ceſſary to reform the latter than the for- 
mer; and whether the Almighty wall 
uu ſuch an extraordinary meaſure of 

is Grace tq one that is grown old* in 
wickedneſs, may well be doubted (as 
we {hall ſhew hereafter.) 

Since then the work of Converſion is 
of the greateſt conſequence, as it is for 
our trueſ} intereſt both in ch World and 
that #0 come, certainly it ought tobe per- 
form*d in Youth, ſeeing that is the moſt 
ſeaſonable Time, as will further ap- 


pear, 
2. In that much Good is /oft, and much 


Evil contratted by deferring our Conver- . 


ſionto Old Age ; but much Evil (on the 
contrary) 1s prevented, and much Good 
obt«ia, through the Courſe of pur days, 
by an early turning to God. 

| (1-) 
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- - (r.) Much Sin is prevented, and cons 
fequently much Spiritval good obrain'd by | 
an early Convertion,- which will appezr | 
tobe no-frhall advantage : For ſeeing $in, 
as it is direaly oppoſite to the pure Na- 
tureof God, is the worſt of Evils; and 
ſeciag the Excellency or Vileneſs of a Cres 
ture 15 to bemeaſur'd by its [#heneſs of 
contrariety ts God, who poſſeſſes abſe | 
hne perteQtion in himfeIf; it neceſſarily | 
tollows, that nothing can ſo deform 1 
Creature, nothing can fo defile it, no 
thing can debaſe it ſo much, and fer & | 
at fo great a diſtance trom Excellency | 
and Pertection, as Sin does. It mutt | 
then certainly be our Interc{t to breakof | 
our Sins by an early Repentance ; fince 
overy ſinful A#, and much more a con- 
tinuance in a arſe of Sin, does fo much | 
corrupt, debaſe, and deform the Soul, 
And if we defire the meliorating of out | 
Nature, and would become more excel | 
lent Creatures than we are, inſtead of | 
degenerating and becoming worſe: It 
highly concerns us to begin early tocx- 
tirpate that which has ſtrip'd the Soul of 
much of her Intelleffaxl and (which is 
worſe) of -her Moral Excellency ; and 
will render her, by ſo much the -_ 
| Vite, 
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Vile, by how much the /onger we in- 
dulgeir; and to devote our ſelves be- 
times to Religion and Holineſs, which 
is the principal Beauty and Glory of a 
Rational Soul, and that whuch chiefly 
makes a Man reſemble his Creator. 
(2.) Much Sorrow and Trouble is 
prevented, and much Joy and 
Pleaſure obtain'd and ſecur'd. For tho? 
ſome Examples may be found of Wicked 
Men, who in reſpeCt of their Temporal 
proſperity for a little Time, uy be ſaid 
to ſpread themſelves like a Green 


On 


ay-T ree Plal. 37. 


wot to be in Trouble like other Men, and ig. 14.5, 
to have more than Heart could wiſh : Yet 5, 7,&c 


God does not leave himfſelt without wit- 
neſs of his Diſpleaſure _ Sin, in that 
he often wounds the heads of his Enemies, 


and the hairy Scalps of them that go on ſtill —__ 58. 


in their Treſpaſſes, by ſignal Judgments 
in this Woes all Places and 7 co—— 
teſtify, Nor has the Divine Providence 
been wanting to fignalize the Righteous 
by frequent of peculiar Tem- 
poral Bleſſings, which it has conferr*d on 
them, However, the Anguiſh of a 
guilty and ſelf-accuſing Conſcience, which 
the Wicked often labour under, togerher 
with the commer and unavoidable Af- 

fliftions 
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flidions of this World, which make | 
very deep Impreſſion upon them, whok 
Appetites are herce and eager after ſenſu 
pleaſure (their hope being only in this Lift 
and whoſe Paſſions foon fall into a vie 
lent Ferment, becauſe they want the| 


Holy Art of allaying the heat of then 
by Grions Reflections an — 
Juſtice, Wiſdom, and Goodneſs of that 
God, whofe Providence governs the U. 
niverſe ; theſe things I ſay occaſion them 
abundance of Grief and "Trouble, whih 
one that becomes an early Convert to 
Holinefs avoids ; who beſides the joyous 
Teſtimony of a gaod Conſcience, that give 
a Reliſh to all bis Temporal Comtort, | 
and takes away the ſting of all his out ! 
ward Trials, is ſomortified tothis World, 
and rais'd ſq far above the Intereſts of it, 
by a lively hope of Eternal Bliſs ; and is{o 
hly convinced of the good Con: | 
dutt of rhe Divine Governour of the | 
World, that he finds no ſuch great &- 
lutancy in himſelf ro ſubmit to the Will 
of God, when he is pleas'd to afflift him, 


Jer. 2.1;. In a word, if it be both an evil ands 


Prov. 3. 
FF 


bitter thing to go on-in! a Courſe of Sin; | 
W ays ar 


and if all God's e ways of pleaſant- 
eſs, and all his Paths are Peace ; it muſt 
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needs be a mighty advantage to enter 
betimes into ſo ſweet and delighttul a 
Walk. 

3. The Evils of Old Age (it we ar- 
rive tothat) are aggravated by deterring 
Converſion till then ; but «/leviated and 
render'd tolerable by an early Piety. It 
he that negle&s in the Time of his Touth 
and Strength to make proviſion for the 
Time of Age and Sickneſs, when he has 
a fair opportunity of doing it, 15 juſtly 
cenſur*d as inconfiderate and imprudent ; 
becauſe he takes not care to prepare that 
which might give him ſome Reliet hex, 
when many Infirmities will certainly en- 
compaſs him, and the negleCt of which 
will inhance his Mifery : Then to neg- 
left to turn to God in Youth is a Folly of 
the groſſeſt kind ; becauſe nothing can 
tend ſo much to ſupport us under the 
preſſure of the many Evils that attend 
Old Age ; nothing can trend to take off 
ſo much of the we:ght of that Bardeyn, as 
an early Converſion; and nothing can 
make thoſe Miſcries ſo grievous, as the 
neglect of it. For 

(1.) By an early Converſion a large 
ſtock of Grace, and of Experience, 1s 
treaſur'd up, which mightily ſtrengthens 

the 


93 


94 The Reaſonableneſs and Advantages 


the Soul under the burden of Age: 4 
long Habit of Mortification to Senfui 
Things, will render Carnal Pleafurs 
x Cor. 15, inſipid ; and he that dies daily tor the 
Zt. World, in the Time of Youth, whe 
it appears moſt aimable and 
will not feel much regret in his Mi 
when he finds O!d Age has oeenii 


taken away the reliſh of thoſe 
Sweets; ſince Reaſon and Religion 
long betore allay'd the keeneſs of his Ap 
petite to them, The long and good ut! 
he has made of his Spirirual Senſes, maks' 
him patient under the decay of his Ns 
turd! ones. What tho* ( as Solonw! 
Eccl.12.3. phraſes it) the s of the Houſe trembl., 
V.g, and the ſtrong Men boy Set al 


fears be in the way? &c, How can ths: 

2 Cor. 4 make him unhappy, whoſe inward Ma 
_ has been renew'd day by day, even befor 
bis outward Man deray; who therefor | 
Bpb6.1o is become frong ip the Lord, and i th 
ic: ,, Power of bis Might, which ſtrengthen 
"* 35% the weak hands and confirms the feed 


Oo knees, and makes them that are of a fear 
Eccl 12,3, heart ſtrong ? What if thoſe that look out 
3 
at the Windows be darkned? How cat 
Dimneſs, or even 1oſs of Sight, render 
him miſerable, who chrough the cons | 
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of his Life has endeavour'd to be 6/:2d 

tothoſe ObjeAts that might tempt hum ro 

Sin, haying wade 4 Covenant with his Job 31-1. 
Eyes to himſelf from it ; and has 
conſtantly pray'd that God would zarz yy, ,,, 
them away from beholding Vanity * How 37. 

can he be much concern'd at the wantof 
Natardl Light, who has been long ac- 
cuſtom'd to ſee thungs that arc inviſible Heb. 1.1. 
by the piercing Eje of Faith? How can 920% 27- 
he be much diſcontented at the decay of 

the once quick Senſation of his Palate, 

or at the want of Apperzte to his Food ; 
who has ſo often tafted, and ſtill taſtes \pct%5 
that the Lord is Gracious? Tho' all the , 
Daughters of Muſick be brought low ; How ——— 
ſhould Deafneſs be an intolerable grie- 

vance to him ; who has often heard, and 

ſhll hears tl = and ſmall Voice of the » Kings 
Sprrit of God peaking in lus Conſcience, '** **: 
and teſtifying with his Spirit that be is rom. 8. 
one of the Children of Goa? How can '+- 

the Obſtrutions that the Organs of 

Speech ſuffer, which render his Voice 

weak, and Vamuſical, difcourage him, 

who knowsthatas his Praiſes and Prayers 

have often been Melodious in the Ears of =_ A 
God, fo they ſtill are very pleaſant to Prov. 15. 
him, who chiefly minds the Tuneable ©: 


frame 
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" 


* Frame of his 
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frame of the Heart ? And tho? the Su 
and the Light; and the Moon and th 
Stars be darkewd, &c. es the In- 
firmities that impair the V anding, 
and Judgment, the Fancy and Me: 
&c. be inſu le to him, whohas 


. long underſtood the Great Myſtery of 


Godlineſs, ſo as to know the bnly T rae God, 


' and Jeſus Chriit whom he has ſent, which 
* is Life Eternal; Who has receiv'd an 


indelible imprefſion of this Kowledg in 
his Mind ; and has the Law of God deep- 
ly engraven 0 his Heart : And whoſe 
long experience of the Divine Goodneſs, 
makes him with Holy Confidence hill 


« ſay, with the Apoſtle, I know whom | 


have beliey'd, -- and with the Aged Pſal- 


.g. miſt; Thou art my Hope, O LORD 


God, Thou art my Truſt from my Touth? 
Who (however weak hi Memory 1s as 


_ to other things, yet) {till remembers his | 
Creator, and wi 


Nay tho all the Evils Infirmitics of - 


not forget his Word, 


Old Age, which the wiſe Man enu- 
merates after our Text, attack him, and 


threaten a ſpeedy Diſſolution of the | 
: How can this dif- | 
. ſpirit him, who has long groa#'d for de- | 
hverance from that Earthly T. _—_—— 
that | 


| 
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that he might be rid of thoſe remains of 
$iz that lurk in it: And has often wilh'd 
that this Vail of Mortal Fleſh were rear 
aſunder, becauſe he knows it hinders 
him from ſeeing God Face to Face ; who 
has ſo familiariz'd the Grave ” —_ 
by frequent Meditations on the ; 1 Cor. 15 
by Saviour has obtain'd over it ; hour $4—=57- 
ſo well perſwaded of that Bleſſed Reſur- 
rection which his /ivelySope has long ac- Per. 1. 3- 
inted him with, that he can look into” 
Gloomy Valley of the ſhadow of Death **-23-4 
without Conſternation, and chearfully 
commit his Spirit into the hands of God, \ 
as his Faithful Creator ; who as he has Plal. 13, 
guided him by his Counſel, ſo (he knows) *+ 
will receive him to Glory. 
But on the other ſide; it Converſion 
be deferr'd to Old Age, theſe and the 
like Advan of a long Exerciſe of 
Grace, and of a large Spiritual Experience 


ing wanting, how difficult will it be 
for a weak Mind and a la —_ Body 
to- bear up under thoſe preſſing Miſeries 


that will then attend them? And it will 
be no ſmall Afiftion to a late Penitenr, 


' even after his Converſion, to think on 


| his Imprudent negle& of early laying u 
this Spiritual Proviſion, axnink thoſe 
| H 


Evil 
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Evil days of Age, and Weakneſs, when 
the Soul ſtands in ſo much need of it, 
: (2.) An early Converſion has greater 
Charafters of Sincerity and Truth than a 
{ate one ; and thereby adminiſters great 
Eaſe and Comſort amidſt the Infirmitits 
of Age. For, as the true Peace and 
Comfort of the Soul reſults from the 
good and fafe poſture wherein ſhe finds 
ſelf : So according to the Evidence 
or Obſcavity of the proofs a Man finds in 
himſelt of the xcality of his Converſion 
to God; the more fable or wavering is 
his Hope and Comfort. Now thoſe 
that have been converted in their Youth, 


'» have uſually much clearer Evidences of 


the Truth of their Converſion, thah 
they who have been reclaim'd from Sin 
by a late Repentance: And therefore 


the Joy of the former commonly far ſur. 
paſſes Fthat of the /attey. 

How often does the difturb'd and 
doubtful Mind of a late Penitent, thus 
commune with her ſelf: I find indeed 
an anwonted Sorrow in my ſelf on the ac- 
count of Sin ; But how ſhall T be afſur'd 
that *tis a Godly Sorrow, that works a Re- 
pentance to Salvation not to be repented of ? 
[s itnot wholly from a fear of the Evil of 

Puniſhment, 
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Putiſhmerit, and not at all from the Seaje 
of the Evil of $i»? Not becatſe I have 
violated the Lav of God, but only bt- 
cauſe I have render'd my felt obnoxious 
to tht Carſe of it? Ts it hot rather be- 
cauſe I have 'weakered ttiy Body, and 
haſten'd Old Age by arty Viees; than 
becauſe Pve defiPd my S-#1, and en- 
feebled Ier Powers by them ?. I feel in 
my ſelf ſome Abhorrence and Avertion 
from the Sins I formerly took Pleaſave itt ; 


But is this the Eftect of the ſickne{s of nv 
Soul; or of the CR of my Body ? tu. g.; . 


Do I really loath niy fortner diſorders, 
and is Temperance my #hcice ? I8 it riot 
rather the weakneſs 0 my Appetite, and 
the decay of my Palate, that makes tic 
abſtemious ? I delight not in ſenſ#4! Mirth 
and Jollity as formerly : But miay I fiot 
juſtly queſtion; whether this does hot 
more proceed from the weakneſs of my 
Fency, than from the render eſ# of ry 
Conſcience, and the refitude of my Will ? 
I feem ſomewhat morrified to the things 
of the World : Bur is not this rather a 
kitd of Natzral than a Moral Death ? 
A dying to the World of Neceſfty and 
fot of Choice ? . No I fcrſake it becauſe 
fie #rwotthy of my Love; and not ra- 
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ther, becauſe it has firſt forſaken me; 
and 15 «capable of affording me its former 
Pleaſures, now the Evil days of Old 
Age have overtaken me? I find inm 
Soul an earneſt deſire after Holineſs : 
it becauſe I take delight in pleaſing God; 
oronly becauſe I fear to fi e weight 
of his Diſpleaſare ? Is it becaufe. I Ja 
a mind to live a Holy Life, now when 
the be/t,and almoſt the whole of my Time 


Num, 23. 15 ſpent ; or =y that I may ave the 
t 


Death of "the Righteous, and fe my lift 
end may be like his ? T am now willing to 
devote =, ſelf to the Service of God: 


But —_— ve I not done it long before, - 
d 


"when I Time and Strength, and 6 
ther Advantages to ſerve him with? | 
it not rather to ſerve a turn of my own, 
than to ſerve bim, that I offer my ſelf fo 
late to his Service ? Have I not Reaſon 
to doubt\ whether I am ſincerely willing 


' to chooſe my bleſſed Lord, as my Head 


and Ruler, as well as m Santtuary and 
Saviour ? And whether I am willing to 
be purified as well as redeew'd, to be 
Janttified by his Grace, as well as juſti- 
fied by his Righteouſneſs? The Heart is 
deceitful above all things; And how 
ſhall I be aſſur'd that I do not de- 


ceive 
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ceive my ſelf about the ſafery of my 


Soul ? 
Theſe and ſuch like Thoughts often 


occaſion great Heſitations in the Mind of 


an Aged Convert, atd'make him doubt 
of the ſincerity of his Heart, and of the 
ſecarity of his State. 

w on the other hand, He who 
after an Initiation in the Service of God 
in Touth, and a Proficiency therein thro? 
the Time of his Strength, is at laſt ar- 
riv'd to a good Old Age, may great! 
ſolace himſelf in ſcanning over the Marks 
and Proofs of the Truth and Reality of 
his Converſion, which are Great and 
Numerous. | 

He deeply mourr'd for Sin at an Age 
when Sorrow and Penſiveneſs ſeem moſt 
unſeaſonable in the Judgment of the 
World ; and when the warmth of the 
Ima m_ and the briskneſs of the 
Senfes ifpoſe moſt to Carnal Mirth : 
He loath'd Sin, when it ſeem'd moſt 
Charming, and deny'd himſelf its Sen- 
ſual Pleaſures, at an Age when they have 
the higheſt Gaſt ; and when their evil 
Conſequences almoſt quite diſappear thro? 

t ſuppoſed Diſtance. He for- 
ſook the World, when *twas juſt ſpread- 
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/o long, gives him hope that 
* out to the end; ſince he finds his 
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ing its Charms before him, and making 
irs Court to him after rhe moſt obligi 
Manner. He hwnger'd and this ſtes after 
Rieghteauſneſs, at a Time when it had 
the moſt AMidtiongnd Bitterneſs attend. 
ing it ; and dedicated himſelt to God 
then, when he had a large proſpett of 
hard Services and Sufferings to undergo 
tor his ſake. 

And accordingly his Life ſince hs 
Converſion yields a multitude of Inftan- 
ces that prove the ſizcerity of it. The 
proof of his Faith i» God, and of his 
Love to him, has been like that of Gold 
and Silver in the melting Furnace, 
zmidſt various temptations. He has had 
occaſion to give ample proofs of his Fi- 
delity to the Captain of his Salvation, by 
having long warr'd under his Banner ; 
And has Reaſon to believe himſelf to 
have been truly converted in his Youth; 
fince all the flattering Sweets, and Ples- 


fares of the World could never ſeduce 


him ; nor all the threatning Frowns, 
and Troubles of it terrify Ium into a 
change of his Reſolution for the Service 
ot his God. And his having held out 

h ſball hold 


Faith 
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Faith has 
feigned)], his Joy muſt needs abound ; 
— he conſiders, that he that is the A«- 


103 


it the Character, of [4z--2 Tim. 1- 
$. 


thor of that Faith, is the Finiſher of it Heb.12.2. 


too: That he that long ago began, and 
hath long cheriſÞ'd the Work of Grace 


in his Soul, will carry it on until the Day Philip. r. 


of Jeſus Chrift : And that as he has the. 


evident Signs of Faith in the Santification 
of his Heart ; {6 he ſhall have the exd of 
it too in the Salvation of his Soul. And 
it hence follows, 

(3.) That an wy Converſion fur, 
niſhes Old Age with comfortable Re- 
fletions on Time paſt ; and on the con- 
trary the thoughts of an ill-ſpent Life are 


then moſt grievous, when we are ncar 


the Cloſe of it. What a dreadful thing” 


6, 


1 Per. 1. 5. 


muſt it be for an Old Man, whoſe Bones Job 25 


are full of the Sins of his Youth, to look 
back upon his former courſe. of Life | 


Suppore him a late Penitent of the Ele- wur.2:.5. 


venth Hour ; and that God is pleas d 
even then ta indulge him a Pardons 
With what horror will he review his 
Lite ! What a loathſome fink of Abomi- 
nations muſt he rake into | What innu- 
merable Evils will he fee himſelf encom- 
paſyd with! And with what a mighty 
| H 4 weight 
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weight will preſs his Soul ! Is it 
Jikely that he whom he has fo 
Mal. 3.17. wearied with his Iniquities, and 
Am. 2.14. Prel9'd with his Sins, as « Cart is preſ#d 
with Sheaves, will ſhew him Mercy now, 
without giving him a taſte how Bitter as 
Jer. 2. rg. well as how. Evil a thing Sin is? And 
without ſhewing him that, if he be 
1 Cor. 3, ſav'd, it ſhall be ſo as by Fire? Is it 
's- ſtrange if that God to whoſe Calls he 
has been long deaf, and from whoſe Re- 
proofs and Counſels he has ſo often tur- 
ned away, ſhould ſuffer him to call a 
while inthe Diſtreſs and Bitterneſs of 
his Soul, before he condeſcends to give 
himan anſwer of Peace ? 

And ſeeing it 1s the ordinary courſe of 
the Almighty, when he converts Men, 
firſt to impreſs their Minds with great 
Horrour from the ſenſe of Sin ; as well 
to make *em /oath and conſequently to 
forſake their Vices, as tomake 'em high- 


| Soommg his Favour, and adore his par- - 
0 


ning Grace; it ſeems neceſſary in an 
ordinary way, that an old and harden'd 
2G. 5. Sinner ſhould undergo the Terror of the 
+ x Lord to a high degree, becauſe the long 
| | rime he has ſpent in the ſervice of Sin, 
ag 6a CA a=" 
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when his Conſcience is once enlighten'd 

and awaken'd ; and becauſe to —_— 

theſe long and deep habits of Sin, t 

isneed of a kind of violent Turn in the 

Soul, For as the evil Spirit tore the poor Mark »: 

Man (in the Goſpel) when forc'd to 

leave him ; ſo *tis not uſual that Sin 

leaves a Man, of whoſe Soul it has had 

a long poſſeſſion, without occafioni 

great convulſions of Mind, and as it 

were, rending the Soul in pieces: And 

how hard will this be to be endur'd, at 

a time when the Spirit of a Man can 

ſcarce bear the common Infirmities of 

Age? Who then can bear a wounded Spi- prov. re. 

rit ? 4 
And when theſe terrors of Mind are 

over, and theſe pangs of Conſcience that 

give hope of a »ew Birth are ſucceeded John 3-3. 

with ſome Peace that follows that happy 

Change ; yet who knows how far it 

may be allay*d, and how often interrupt- 

ed by reiterated Scruples and Fears ? 

And how /ong the Soul that has been ſo 

violently mov'd may retain her doubtful 

Vibrations, after ſuch aſtoniſhing Im- 

preſſions of Divine Wrath, in a time 

when even Natural Infirmities render the 

Mind weak and timorous ; and =_ Eccl. 12.5. 
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the King of Terrors, who daily expeds 

the Aged, loudly alarms the tremulaus 

Soul to prepare ſpeedily to paſs into F- 

ternity, the near approach of which 

mighty Change mult needs add terrar 

to cyery Scruple ; and when &atan a ſub- 

2 Cor.2- tle Adverſary (of whoſe Devices, far 

T want of experience, he #s-1n a great mea- 

Eph.5.15. ſure /2»orant) ſhoots his fiery and inve- 

nom'd Darts to weaken the Hope, and to 

beighten the Fears, and to ancreaſe the 

Troubles of the Soul ? Who knows (1 

ſay) what gloomy and dark Intervals 

theſe things may occaſion ? *Tis true, 

God can Do all theſe Difficulties 

by proportionate effuſions of his Grace, 

and can fill ſuch a Soul (it he pleaſes) 

with unſpeakable Joy. But is.it likely 

that he ſhould indulge thoſe with the 
higheſt and moſt uncommon Pruil 

that hold out longeſt in Rebellian againſt 

him? And may ſuch reaſonably expe 

he will go out of his ordinary Methods 

to meet them,that have all their Life paſt 

one aitray from him? And that he will 

ſtow the ſealing Evidences of his 

Holy Spirit on them tg a degree which 

he does not always allow his carly Diſfci- 

ples, and thoſe that have long wy 
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him? May it not rather be thought, That 

tho God ſhould forgive their Iniquities, Fab $5.8. 
hill take Vengeazce of their Inventions ? 

That tho they ſhould die 7» the Lord, rev.rg rs 
they'll ſet in a Cloud, and go to'the 

Grave with Hezetial”s Lamentation, 

when under the ſenſe of the Wrath of 

God, and under puniſhment for his Sins: 

I reckeu'd (ſays lie) till Morning, that as \ai. 38. . 
s Liou he will break «| my Bones : From '* 05: 
Day even to Night wilt thou make an end 

f ge, Like a Craneor aSwallow; ſo did 

( chatter, I did mourn as a Dove : Mine 

Eyes fail with looking upward, O LOR D, 

I am oppreſſed, undertake for me, What 


ſball I ſay? He hath both ſpoken unto me, 


and himfelf hath done it ; I ſhall go ſoftly 

all my Teas in the bitterneſs of my Soul. 

And with that of Job : Thou mriteit bit. Jobr 3.26. 
ter things againit ame, and make me to 

poſſeſs the tmiquitigs of my Tauth. 1s it 
{trange, if, as they have conſum'd their 

Time in Sin, and have grown old in 
Wickedneſs,their Eyes ſhould be conſar'd Pal. 5. 7. 
with grief and wax old with Sorrow ? And 

if, as they havewallow'd long in Vice, 

they ſhould be made to Gin long in v. 6. 
Tears, and to water their Conches with 
continual weeping ? 

| But 
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But what a comfortable Review of 
his Life may an early Convert take in 
old Age? What joy to look back on 
that ſolemn Oblation of the firit-fruits of 
his Time which hemadeto God, and on 
the early favour which God expreſs'd to 
him! To remember the kindneſs of his 
Tonth, and the love of his Eſpouſals, which 

Jer. 2. 2. Even God himſelf delights to remember | 
To turn over the large Volumes of his 
Experience, to look on paſt Temptati- 
ons 2nd Conflias ; theſe RefleCtions will 
give him a pleaſureas much beyond that 
of an antient Sailor, when he thinks on 
the many Rocks and Sands and Storms he 
has eſcap'd, and that of a valiant Solajer, 
when herecollets how many Dangers he 
has paſt, and how many V:&ories he has 
obtain'd ; as he conceives the intereſt of 
the Soul is beyond that of the Body, and 
that Eternal Life is to be valued above 
Temporal, With what Admiration mixt 
with Joy will he be filPd, when he calls 
to mind what God has done for him! 
For thothe failings of his Life ( ſince no 

-0* wy Max lives and (ins not ) give him occaſi- 

Eccl.7.20, On of Godly Sorrow and Humiliation , 
_ theſe will not hinder a Religious Jox. 
rom reigning in his Soul, from his hap- 
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experience of the Mercy of his God ; 
Thick will make him with the Apoſtle, rom. 9. 
oy ee Grace of God in the midſt of - = of 

ition, and (tho in himſelf he, ;,. 
is nothing) will make him ſaywith the 
Pſalmiit, By my God I have run through aY% 18.25. 
Troop, and by my God I have leaped over 4 
Wall ! With what delight will he re- 
colle& the ſignal favours of the Divine 
Providence that beautify the Hiſtory of 
his Life ! How his God has ſpread his ** 23-5 
Table, and filPd his Cap in the preſence of 
his Enemies ; and has made both his Rod. 4 
and his Staff co comfort him. With how 
much pleaſure will he tura his Mind to 
the Houſe of God, to think how often 
he has gone thither with the woice of 72 Plal. 42. 4- 
and Praiſe, with the Maltitude that kept 
Ry How oft he has beheld the Beag- al 27-4 
ty of the LOR D, while he has been ex- 
quiring in his Temple ! How he has been 
tay'd with Flagons, and comforted with Cam. 2.5, 
les, when ſick of Love to his Saviour ! 

ow he has ſat down with great delight V. 3- 
under his ſhadow, while his Fruit has 
been ſweet to his T afte : How he has been 
ſatiated as with marrow and fatneſs, when Pu. 53.5. 
his Sgul has hungred after Righteouſneſs : Mat.s. 5. 
How he has often disburden'd his Mind 


by 


- 
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by pouring out his Conifilaints into the 
Boſom of his Heavenly Father ; how he 
has often receiv'd an, dhfwer of Peite, 

| ſometitnes beyond his Hope; nay beydhid 

War55.24- his Delire, and ſometitnes even before tis 
Prayer : What precious Seaſons of corm- 
munjonh with God he has enjoy'd; when 
retired-1nto ſome corner alghe to wot: 
ſhip him : What fervent de he has 
then felt; what earneſt aſpirations of 
his Soul after him ! What ſmiles of the 
Divine . Love have on ſuch occaſions 

_—_ t- chear'd his Spirit ; what /ealings of the 

ws. (3, Thety Spirit have aſſ«r'd his Faith : What 

Heb. 11. pro lt he has had of himz that is invif- 

"Per. 1 8 ble; What Joy nnſpeakible and full of 
Glory ! 

Such Refteftions will even make the 
Soul forget her temporab AMiCtions, and 
render the burden of Age ſupportable. 
Theſe Thoughts will obviate fears and 
temptations, and inſpire the Mind with 
holy Courage and Reſolution, and fur- 
niſh her w'rh Arguments for Prayer, 

pra, -;, IKE thar of the Pialmiſt; Twill go i# the 

15,15,18, ſtrength of the Lord GOD ; I will take 
mention of thy Righteouſneſs, evtn of 
thine only, O God, thon hait tinght #! 


from my Touth ; and hitherto hav# a” 
F 


| 
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red thy wondrous Works, Now alſo when 1 
a old and gray-headed ; O God forſake me 
uot, &C. 
| Ina word, Tho every Man has occa« 
fon tobe humbled for hs Sins, and thar, 
in every part of his Life, it muſt needs 
be a great, and next to the Light of 
God's Countenance through the face of 
Jeſus Chriſt, the greateZ occaſion of Joy 
in the World; when a Man can lie 
down in the Grave in Peace, with rhe 
fatisfaftion of having made Religion 
the great Buſineſs of his Life, of havin 
ſerv/d his Generation faithfully by the G7 AQ8 13, 
bo having from his Youth exerciſed** 
imſelf in this, to have a Conſcience al yays *%* 24-16 
void of offence both toward God and to- 
wards Men : When at the ſhutting up of 
his Days, he can, by the Grace of God, 
ſafely appeal both to him and to Men, as 
Samuel did ; Behold----1 am old and 1 Sams 12: 
gray-headed----and I have wall®d before you Þ* 
from my Childhood unto this day: Behold 
bere I am, witneſs againit me before the 
Lord, and before his Anointed: Whoſe Ox 
heve I taken ? Or whoſe Aſs have I taken? 
Or whom have I defrauded ? Whom have 
I oppreſſed? Or of whoſe hand have I re- 
wed any Bribe, to blind my Eyes there- 
with ? 
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with? &c, And as he that has ſerv'd 
God from his Youth can look back with 
Pleaſure, ſo he may look forward with 
exceeding Joy. For, 

(4.) An early Converſion furniſhes 
old Age with much more comfort than 
a late one, in that it uſually gives a 
brighter and more glorious proſpett of 
Reward in the other Life. 

As this Life is not valuable, but as 
may be improv'd in order to a better ; 
ſo the ſtrong and well-grounded Hope 


, of eternal Bliſs in the World to come, 


Prov. 1 2. 
25. 


is that which ſweetens the moſt bitter 
Afflitions of a Chriſtian here, and 
makes him as much more happy as he is 
more excellent than his Neighboaur(where. 


1 Cor. 15. as if his Hope were only in this Life, he 


ls. 


would be of all Men the mot miſerable.) 
And a Man's true Happineſs in #h:s 
World is therefore to be meaſur'd bf 


| the ftrength and livelineſs of his Fair 


and Hope for the Bleſſings of the other ; 
for by theſe he receives an Earne#t of the 
Heavenly Poſleſſion, and has ſome 
foretaites of that Glory, with which he 
expects in a little rime to be fully fatish- 
ed. For every one knows that there is 
pleaſure in hoping for any thing _y = 
thi 
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think will add toour Happineſs, eſpeci- 
ally when that-Hope is thought to be 
well _ and the things expected 
of great conſequence, and ſpeedily to be 
obtain'd : With what an extraordins 
then muſt the Hope of everlaſting 
Bliſs and Glory inſpire him that firm- 
ly believes he ſhall ſuddenly enjoy it ! 
And that this Hope makes a Saint the 
moſt happy Man even in this Life is 
evident, ' oh of the Enemies of Reli- 
gion themſelves being Tudges. *Tis worth 


113 


remarking, that an Eminent Perſon, Tre _= £, 
(who was one of the greateſt Sinners, = "A 
2s well as one of the teſt Penitents bis Lf 


of this Age) even while he maintain'd 2% ” 


his Athe 
fagitious Courſe of Life, confeſs'd, 
That « whether the Buſineſs of Re- 
* ligion was true or not, he thought 
* thoſe who had the Perſwaſions of it, 
« and lived ſo that they had quiet in 
© their Conſciences, and believed God 
* govern'd the World, and acquieſced 
* 1n his Providence, and had the Hope 
* of an endleſs Bleſſedneſs in another 
* State, the happieſt Men in the World : 
* And ſaid, He would give all that he 
* was Maſter of, tro be under thoſe 

. I « Perſwas 


ical Principles, and led a moſt 2, "5s, 
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« Perſwaſions, and to have the Supports 
« and Joys that muſt needs flow from 
« them. So Juſt a Thought had he 
even then of the Joy of a Good Conſcs 
ence, and the Pleaſure which the bare 
Expettation of future Glory in Heaven 
occaſions, that he thought it far out-bal- 
lanc'd the pleaſures of Sin, which are but 
for a ſeaſon; and thus does Relzgion tri 
umphover her Enemies, extorting from 
their own Mouths a plain Acknowledg- 
ment of what the P/a/ms# aſſures, that 
. Hept) is the People, whoſe God is the 
LORD. 


Now it cannot be expeCted, that a 
late Convert ſhould have an o_ porti- 
on of this Hope and Joy, with one that 
has fear'd the Lord from his Touth. The 
former is commonly exercis'd with 
greater and more frequent Doubts con- 
cerning his Intereſt in eternal Glory than 
the /atter ;, and the Eye of his Faith is 
often too weak to read his Evidences for 
it ; becauſe (as we have ſhewn before) 
he is apt to queſtion the truth of his Re 
generation, without which, he knows, 
no Man can enter into the Kjngdom of 
Hexven, And this makes him often thus 


: Cor. 2.9, reaſon with himſelf ; Eye (indeed) hath 
nd 
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wot ſeen, nor Ear heard, neither have tj 

ter'd into the Heart of Man the things 

which God hath prepar'd for them that love 

him. But I fear I ſhall fall ſhort of the 

Glory of God, becauſe I queſtion the 

incerity of my Love to him. Is not this 

fulveſs of Foy referv*'d for them that have Pia.rs.1t. 
4 the Pleaſures of this World, 

with which I have glurted my ſenſual 

Appetite, even from my Infancy ? Are 

hot thoſe Rovers of pleaſure at the right 

bend of God, only to refreſh his diligent 

Servants that have born the harden and 

heat of the day in labouring and ſuffering 

for him ? May not I, who have ſpent 

my Days in Vanity and Sin, in Rioting Roti, t$ 

wd Drunkenneſs, .in Chambering and 11. 

Wantozneſs ; and who now am incapa« 

aitated either to ds or ſuffer much for 

God, juſt at the Period of my Days, juſt« 

ly fear being excluded from the partici- 

pation of this Bliſs ? Is it likely thar 

theſe Joys that are ſo ſpiritzal and refin- 

ed, will be poured into ſuch a Soul as 

mine (when parted from this iſh- 


bo | by greg —engartre 
taryapt 


tor {o Years, with the 

baſe and ſordid delights of Sin? Or ma 
Ipreſume to depoſite this vilz and moul- 
I 2 dering 


116 


Luke 14- 


14- 


2 Pet. 2+ 
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dering Carcaſe in the Grave, in 

of having it render'd a Glorious 

at the Reſurreftion of the Juſt ; when | 
have through the Be# of my time abug( 
it to the V:/eſt purpoſes of Senſuality and 
Vice? Shall theſe Eyes that have ſo ofteq 
been full of Adultery be admitted to ſee 
the Lord in Glory ? And this Tongue 
be tun'd to praiſe htm with ſacred As 
thems in Heaves, which has thus long 


jan. 36. lodg'd ini « World of Iniguiy, and ds 


ſecrated his Holy Name by PR 
Oaths and Blaſphemies on Earth? That 
theſe Feet that have been ſwitt to attend 
the Places of Debauchery, and the A; 


Pal: 1. 1. ſemblies of the V odly, 


Heb. 12- 


22, 23s 


Heb. 10- 
31. 


x Pet, 4- 
19. 


ſtand w 
Pr 122. 2. in the Gates of t ———— alem, 
nerd 


and find a welcome place in the Ge 
Aſſembly and Church of the firſt-born, 
which are written in Heaven? Or that 
theſe Hands that have fo long been exe- 
cuting AQts of Unrighteouſneſs bere,ſhall 
be eternally lifted up with Praiſes, and 
employ'd in applauding the Name and 
Works of God there ? 

May not I more reaſonably be afraid, 
that my Soul ſhould fall ito the hands of 
the living God, than chearfully commit 
it to him, now my Days are near exp” 

ing! 
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ing? And juſtly apprehend that the ex- 
pence of my Time in Wickedneſs will be 
puniſhed with an eternity of m_— 
And that after I have fo long wall 


? 
in 


the ways of Sin, I muſt now at laſt /ze 1@ $0.11, 


down in the Grave in Sorrow? And 0 
how is that Sorrow, while my 
trembling Soul looks into theconſequen- 
cesof fuck a Death ! For, if Idieinm 

Sins, not only am I depriv'd of all this 
Happineſs, which I have been viewing 
at a diſtance, but muſt ſink into that 


A ſs of Miſery, where a xever- ing Mark g. 


orm, and an unquenchable Lake of fire 


are the juſt and dreadful Rewards of a 1,5. 


ſinful Life, 
g Theſe - _ like Jealouſies and 
cars, o ſpecious an a ance 
of Rocks with them, that —_ a 
more than common meaſure of Faith, 
muſt needs give the Soul a great 
deal of Diſquiet. And ''tis no wonder 
if the Righteous and Holy” God ſuffer 
_ w— to labour under theſe 
leſome Thoughts, as a me- 
adi Gn nent has 
been long accuſtomed to indulge it,and to 
fy for the incouragement of Holineſs, 
that he reſerves ſome peculiar Rewards 
- I 3 even 


"—_ 
—_——__—_ 
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gven in this Life, for them that have 
ſerv'd him with a peculiar Zgal and 

- wha Conſtancy ; and that full ejeranc of 
- ny Faith and Hope, Aer nh wr. 
Heb.11.1, thoſe #nviſible things which ht has laid up 
for thoſe that love him, is a _ 
wherewith he ſeldom crowns 
thoſe _ — for ſome = 
ble part of their Lives, gradually rai 

Col. 2. 2. their Aﬀections, and fixing chem o t m. 
above,habituating themſe I 

x. Tim. 6, 3n Heaven, and fighting the good fight of 

"yp Faith, that they might on eternal 
Life. For ſince God is pleavd to pro- 
poſe Rewards as motives to his 

*ris natural to conclude, That the conſo- 
lating Hope of theſe Rewards (which is 
ww a Reward it oe) —n—_ 
proportion to ume 
pf our Obedience : And nr he 
that has ret ww og 
_ of nrolpett _ has commonl z 
arer of tuture B 
the ſecurity -of his intereſt rays ſoto 


advance his Joy nt rr 
Re- 


has reaſon to 
ade pert Sers.r ? Gat of fe 
has ſery*d his Lord wach in his Church; 


NAMM BG, he ſhall 
nor 


mw a wa 4a = 


2a © ww #£A A X# zu tc £A# uOrALr 


_ ©. i TM — — 


kde SE Re DD bs Rn aAORE ESR  LAREE E E EE LS YT. 


_ 


Ser. Il, of an Early Converſum. 119 
not be the leaſt in the Kingdom of Hea- Mas. g.19. 
ven : For though he has no ground to 
hope to be rewarded for his Works on 
the account of Debt, becauſe when he 
has done his beſt he is but an unprofitable Luke 17. 
Servant ; yet, ſince God himſelf has '* 

miſe it, he may believe, that he 

be rewarded inal to his Works, Mar. 15. 

on the account of Grace, Thus as the 7: 
early Convert looks back upon all the | 
Sufterings he has endur'd for the fake of 
his Divine Maſter with Comfort, -as Job tt. 
on Waters that are paſt away; fo the '5 
Thoughts.of theſe raiſe both his Deſire 
and ExpeQtation earneſtly to look for a 
— Recompence of future 


ages how unexpreſſible is that Joy 
whicha Holy Man feels, when the Eye 
of Faith can with a great degree of 
ſtrength penetrate, and with equal fea- 
dineſs contemplate the unſeen Glories of 
— Seacs, as firmly intereſſed 
hat Joy does hon early Con- 
yert __ taſte, elpeczally toward the 
Cloſe of his Days, when he a 1s 
the Mark of his long Deſire and Hope ; pip. 4. 
when he conſiders that as he has been 2», 14, 
long labouring to increaſe in the Know- 


I 4 leag 
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keag of God, \he ſhall ſuddenly ſee him « 
he is ; and that as he has been long en 
1 John 3.2 deavouring after a Conformity to hi 
he ſhall not only ſee him, but be /ike him 
too: That as all the Powers of his Soul 
have been dedicated to his Service, { 
they ſhall be in a little time ntirely fill'd 
with his Glory, and inceſſant! — 
in his Praiſe; and as the s of 
Rom.s, 13 his Body have been fellow-Servants of 
Righteouſneſs with the Facelties of his 
1 Car. 15. Soul, ſo their refin'd Matter and ele 
 $4H4% 22nt Form at the Reſurreftion ſhall 
render them fit to become their Purt- 
zers in Glory. 


Thus have wemade it evident, tha 

_ the Time of our Youth is in many re- 

ſpets the beſt and firreſt for the Great 

WE remembering our m_ 
and of engaging in hus Service ; 

this, even upon the Suppoſition of our 


being ſure of an opportunty 
of —_— old Age, tho we ſhould 
not reform before. 


But we have further to ſhew, that 

as the Time of Youth is the Beſt; fo 
| it may be, and is moſt likely to be the 
only Seaſon wherein it will be poſib/e tor 
us 


. 
«” 
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us to devote our ſelves to our Crea- 
tor, or wherein our Service will be ac- 
ceptable to him : - Which gives us the 

f of all, of the Dangerand 
Folly of neglecting to conſecrate to 
him the Morning of our Days. But 
the Conſideration of this we ſhall refer 
to another Diſcourſe. 


THE 
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OF AN 


Early Converſion to God 


DEMONSTRATED. 


SERMON II. 


ECCLESs. Xll. 1. 
Remember now thy Creator in the Days 
of - thy Youth, while the Evil Days 
come not, nor the Jears draw nigh 
when thou ſhalt ſay, 1 have no plea- 
ſure in them. 


T* the Diſadvantages of delaying 


Converſion till the evil Days of 

| old Age, and the Advantages of 
one's ſelf to the Service of God 
in Toth, which we have already _ 
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The Reaſonableneſs and Advantages 


ed on, we have this one farther Conf 
deration to add, viz. That 
4. Our Eternal. Intereff is extreme] 
hazarded by deferring Converſion to 
He, and beſt ſecar'd by an early change, 
or 


(1.) Weare always uncertain of fu 
ture Time for theaccompliſhment of thy 
Important Work. Our Time 1s at the 
Diſpoſal of our Maker ; and he has not 
entruſted our laviſh hands with the 
whole ſtock of this precious Treaſure, but 
only ſuffers it to run through them 
Momepts; ſo that we can recal no pef, 
nor can we command any future Tune, 
*tis therefore our Buſineſs to improve the 
preſent ; being ignorant how long the 
Drvine Bounty will continue our Tune 
in this World. Upon this account the 
wiſe Man inſtruts us well, not to boaf 
our felves of to Morrow, {eeing we knon 
not what a Day may bring forth : And the 
Prophet Iſaiah reprehends the folly of 
thoſe that encourage one another to 
on in ſinful Exceſles, by pm pro- 
muſing themſelves,that ro Morrow 
be as the preſent Day, and much more abun- 
daut. The Apoſtle James alſo ſhews the 
Vanity of ſuch fooliſh  ——— 

0 
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Go tonow (ſays he) ye that ſay, to day, or James 4. 


to morrow, we will go —_— 4 City, and 
continge there a Tear, and buy and ſell, and 


get Gain; whereas you know not what ſhall 


be on the morrow : for what is your Life ? 
It is even 4 _ that appeareth for a 
little time, and then vaniſbeth away : For 
that ye ought to ſay, If the Lord will, we 
ſhall live, pt do this or that. 

And Experience, as well as Scripture, 


aſſures us, that every Man walks in 4 Plal3g.5, 


vain ſhew ; and that Man (in this re- 
ſpet) even at his beſt _ is altogether - 5 
Vanity: That ſome ae 


their Breaſts being full 0 their 
Bones moiiten'd with Marrow : As others 
die in the bitterneſs of their Souls, and ne- 
ver eat with pleaſure : That they lie down 
alike in the Duit, and the Worms cover 
'em. *Tis evident to every one's obſer- 
vation that Youth does not exempt us 
from Death, nor enſure to us any far- 
ther portion of Time than what we at 
prefent enjoy. But on the contrary, 
that the far greater number of Mankind 
go early tothe Grave ; and for one that 
-—* to old Age a multitude fall ſhort 
n, 


Nor 


in their full jgpzx. 
ſtrength, =_ wholly at > gs 4 * 2332442 
/ F 
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Nor is it an uncommon thing for Per- 
ſons of the moſt vi and hardy 
Conſtitution of Body to be ſuddenly 
ſnatch'd away itito the other World by 
ſome violent Diſeaſe, or otherwiſe : For 
ſo many fatal Strokes are we obnoxious 
to; and fo frail is the Textare of our 
Earthly T abernacle, that ſome of the leaft 
and moſt contemptible things in the 
World are capable of giving it a mortal 
ſhock ; and the very Pores of the Skig 
ſometimes prove Breaches wide 

Job 18.14 for the King of Terrors to enter in 
-at. 

ghee cpa by de gin 
eno upon by 
of Men, we to ule Precau- 
tions to ſecure ves or their Poſte- 
= Ag wm yy 4 
judice their temporal Afairs might 0 
therwiſe receive from ſudden 
And the Rate an E#ate for Life is uſuall 
valued at, ſufficiently ſhews, thatto i 

purpoſes as theſe Men need not be 

Plul.39.4- Faught to know their End, and the mes 
fare of their Days what it is, that they 
may know how frail they are; 


UN 
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And if there be no compariſon be- 
tween Earth and Heaven, between the 
encertain Wealth of this World, and 
the derable Riches of the other, between 
this Life and that which is 70 come: Then 
'tis infinitely more imprudent for a Man 
toneglett but for a moment, to make his , ver. t. 
Calling and Eleftion ſure, (whatever fu- 19 
ture Time here his Youth and Strength 
may ſeem to promiſe) than for him care- 
leſly to ſuffer the ſecurity of his tempo- 
ral Eſtate to depend merely on the un- 
certain Life of another Man, when he 
need not pur it to that hazard ; or to ex- 
poſe his Poſterity to Poverty and Miſe- 


rf by ——_ make due proviſion for 
n againſt his own Mortality, when 
he has a fair opportunity of doing 


it. 

"Tis Folly and Madneſs to leave that 
undone to day, which muſt be done ar 
one timeor other, or elſe we are ruin'd 
for ever, and which may (for ought we 
know) be impoſſible to be perform'd ro 
morrow : 'To neglect to improve the 
preſent Time in doing that on which our 


eternal Bliſs depends ; when the preci 
opportunity of doing it may {we next 
moment by ſudden Death or ſome 

ſtupi- 
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? ſtupifying Diſeaſe become irrepara- 
ble. 

Even the Impious Atheiit, and the 
Profane Epicure make ſpeedy proviſion 
_ 13 for the Fleſh to Po the Luits thereof 
* fromthe conſi _— - ſhortneſs 
and uncertainty of their Time in this 
World, and ſeek to gratily and indulge 
their Senſes to day, becauſe they are not 
. 16.22.13. ſure of doing it to morrow, Let us eat 
1 Cor. 15 and drink & they) for to morrow we 
3% ſball die: Andthey have ſo far reafonon 
their fide, in that cy in Conforms 
ty to their Principles, becauſe their Hope 
is only in this Lite, and they profeſs not 
to expect another, How unaccountably 

ſtupid then are they, who tho 
believe there is a future State after thus 
Ecd.9.5- Life, and tho they know that "they ſhall 
die, and that they know not how ſoon, 
yet in their vain Imaginations put the 
Amos 6.3. evil Day of Death afar off, and defer from 
+a. 12-time to time the great Work of laying up 
Mat. 19. Treaſure in Heaven, till the Seaſon of do- 
21, ing it is irretrievably loſt ! And in vain is 
Prov-17- ſo preciousa Talent as Time put into the 
hands of ſuch Fools, who have no heart to 


improve it, 


If 
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If the wiſe Man argues rightly when 
he excites, to'drli nce even in the ordi« 
nary Aﬀairs of this Life, becauſeof the 
yeedy approach of Death : This Rea- 
on infinitely multiplies its force when 
apply*d to our preſent purpoſe, and may 
harſone moſt fitly be uſed to ſtir us up 
to an early and diligent improvement of 
the Time of Youth in the Service of 
God, Whatſoever thy hand findeth to dg Eccl. ga, 
(fays he) do it with thy Might Fon there 
is no Work, nor Devite, nor Kowledg, 
wr Wiſdom in the Grave, whither Thos 
goeft-- For Man alſo knoweth not his Time : ver. 12. 
& the Fiſhes that are taken in an evil Net, 
and as the Birds that are caught in the 
Snare ; ſo are the Sons of Men ſnared in 
anevil Time, when it falleth ſuddenly up- 
on them. *Tis therefore our prudence 
and intereſt, to work while *tis day, ſee- Jolm g. 4 
ng we know not how ſoon the night 
may come «pon us, wherein no Man can 
work, Buit further, 
(2.) If our. Time were in our ows Pa.31.15 . 
hands, as it is in the hand of God, fo 
that we could extend it miany Years be- 
yond the ordinary Courſe of Life ; or if 
we had the certain fore-knowledg of the Job 5. 4. 
limits which the Almighty has fix'd to 
K Our 
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Job 14.5. Qur Days, if. we knew the number of our 
Months, andany of us could read our 
ſelves antient in the Book of the. Divine 
Decrees, this could by no means jp 
ſtify or excuſe our | if we 
ſhould thereupon preſume to delay. ow | 
Converſion till towards the Cloſe of aur 
Time, becauſe of the uncertainty of thy 
continuance of the Day of God's Pay 
ence and Grace, For asthe Days of our 
Lives are uncertain, fo is the Day of 
Grace to0; and as thoſe are very ſhort, 
{o this may be much ſhorter, and we 

Luk.19.44 may ſoon out-hive the Time of our Viſus 

ver.4z- tion from Heaven, and ſo the things the 
belong toour Peace may be finally hiddes 
from our Eyes, 

*Tis infinite Mercy in the Great and 

_ God to give a wretched Sinner ox 

Smile, one ſingle ofter of Reconciliation; 
and *tis great Ingratitude and Folly inz 
pul reature but once to refuſe to 

earken to ſo Gracious a Call. But 
what words can expreſs the Goodnels 
and Condeſcenſion of the Almighty toz 
miſerable Worm, when he 1mportw- 
nately repeats the Terms of Peace toi 

2 Cor. 5- wite, nay to beſeech him to be reconciled 1 

*%* bim! And how provoking muſt Ke 
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gle of thy of that, re. oh wes th oh after all 
is Ears at his ow" Bi TE val 


that will ut joe Arete Voice of % 5 
— charming never fo wiſely ' And 


f x ofien Get to pals, Becauſe: Men Yes 2 Thel. 5. 
reve net _—_ of the Trath, that they 11113 
might be ſaved ; God ſends them ffrong © 

Delos on, re they ſhould believe a Lie, 
nd that they all may be damned, who bes 
lieve not oh Trath, of have pleaſure in 
Unrig hteouſneſs. And the Ward of God 2 Caf. % 
inſtead of the ſavaur of Life unto '* 
Life, becomes the ſavour of Death unta 
Death to them, Thus the Righteous Jer. 44: 
God ſets his Face againitthem that ſtif- - = 
jen their Necks again him, and hardens "gg 
their Hearts in Judgment, who them- Net.g.16 
[elves have harden'd them againſt the of- _ = 
fers of Mercy. If the decl Church Ads 19.5 
of Epheſus was threaten'd with the re- ges, 4.4.4 
moval of her Candleſtick, in caſe ſhe re- 
fus'd to hearken to the Voice of our Sa- 
viour, when he call'd her to Repen- 
tance ; how juſtly may every impeni- 
tent Sinner fear the yondy of the 

K. 3 Day 
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Day of Grace whim? And if at one 
Ads 28. Sermon of the Apoſtle axf*s, as ſome 
23—28- of the Jews, his Anditors, were convert 
ed, ſo others of ' them were judi 
ſealed np in hardneſs of heart, and bli 
neſs of mind;"\(the moft dreadful puniſh 
ment on this {ide Hell) and the Goſpel, 
which'they had rejeted and defpis'd, 
was ſuddenly {natcl'd from them to be 
carried to the ignorant Heathen: Is it 
not ſtill to be fear*d, that they that de- 
Rom. 1-5- fer to yield themſelves tothe obedience of 
Faith, when the glad Tidings of Salva- 
tion have been againand publiſh'd 
Heb.z.19. tO them, may utterly fall ſhort of Ha 
pineſs by this their Obſtinacy and V 
Heb. 12. lief? And if profane Eſaz, who for on 
P6,17- morſel of Meat fold his Birth-right, ws 
PINES rejefted, when he would have in- 
erited the Bleſſing, and found no place of 
Repentance, tho he ſought it carefully with 
Tears; How jaſtly may God rejett 
Aas 7.51: them, who have olten reſred the. Spirit 
Prov-g.12 of Grace ? And ſufter them to mourn it 
laſt without pity in their greateſt Di- 
Eph. 4-30. ſtreſs, who have often greev'd the Ho 
Spirit in gratifying their ſinful Inclinat- 
ons? And ſecing he has ſaid his Spirit 
Gen. 6. 3. ſhall not always ſtrive with _ who 
ns £N0WS 
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he his 
Er Karts Dip nt hk ten- Pal.17.g. 


VE 
in his þ ra ah, tht they. ſhall =. Fw 
LT is. Re#? How ſoon he may 3-48 


chat reeriogs Tbeecning he 
'd again(t-the Impenitent, 
He that hardens be Neck, often 16+ proy. 29.1; 


prov's, ſbal ſuddeny be te Giro jor that 
Ny rk only ſbili 

is not only a po 
a "6 The of the-experation 0 the 
Day of Grace, to thoſe that ſpend the 
of their Time m-Rebellion againſt 
their Maker, before they arrive at old 
Age : Bu on the contrar , there is Ons 
F<.po! potabileys and elibood, that 
Spirit ſhould in wo to ſtrive 
with mY the wn TEE of __ 

Days, whothrough t 
ther Time have reſiſted his Ct 
and Motions. And *tis not only Reaſox 
that furniſhes us with proofs of this from 
the ers op St Juſtice of God con- 
ſided wit Aggravations of 
a. wag tency under the the means of Grace, 
Threatnings in the Holy Scripture 
that plainly incude this danger, (as ap- 
pears 4 a "the laſt Head infiſted on) but 
K 3 Ex- 
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Mar. 15-24 'T hat "rs &; 


Ver. 25 


ver, 26. 
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Experiente joins iſſue in this matter, and 
evinces tht what our 'Savibur ſays of 


Rich Men, whity rity with a9mmuch reaſonand 
force be a to” old Sinners, namely 

of « Camil to paſs 5 rag 
the te of 's N, a rt ch 


into the Abd: 


this rat ref 
begs iy as It y rye ples of 
Chriſt, in CO_ it cannot 


joſt be Ta wit farther add 
crap ou that which eh Saviour ſub. 
join'd to' his words in. the firſ 


caſe, vis; That withing is with 
God, 'Tis a thing le, ſeal 
are ſoto God; but very unlikely, 
and not to be often expeRed ; and when 
at any time it comes to/paſs, God may 
be ſaid to make a ſtep out of the ording- 
method of the Diſpenſation of bs 
ace, fomewhat like that he makes, 
when he works a Miracle- in the Sphere 
of Nature, In this matter (T fay) one 
may ſafely appeal to Experience. Let 
oy On tis with t— 
derable number of pions and aged Per- 
ſons, ask each of them from what time 
he dateg his Converſion ; and for one 
that has had that happy Cha 
wrou 
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Ser. Ill, oro Converſum. = 


his Soul, ſince he became 
= ſhall find many that turn'd' to 
in the ſtrengtti and verdure of their 
Toath. 
' Andcan'thete be a greater inſtance gi- 
vert then of the daceirfiu 
of the bewitchitng power it has over 
common Senſeand Reaſon of Mankind, 
df t==F 
Age, w 0 
many flatter fartbr cdifelves, and by which 
they ſeem to hope to render God propiti- 
ous to them? Is any kind of Folly ſo 
ain its Degree, or ſo datigerous in its 
—_ = 2 as this? For —_ mo 
elves aſleep in Sin, and fing a ſtu- 
piys Requiem to their trade while 
ey han on the brink of eternal Per- 
their vain Hope has mere- 
ek nncd/taia foundation, That there 
8 a bare poſſibility, that their old Ape may 
be accepted of God, thothey ſpend their 
Toath in ſinning againſt him? What an 
= Pd preſumption ! For a Man to 
et to make prov _ for his everlaſt- 
eg at preſent, only becauſe *tis not 
lately impoſſible that he may do it 
in time #0 come : NE refuſe the preſent 
improvement of the Time of Grace God 
K 4 Is 


35 


Ineſs of Sin, and tich. 3.13, 
the 


i 
"_ 
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|; is zow pleas'd to allow him, becauſe the 
Divine Goodneſs can affqrd him the like 


rn 


- 
. 


| advantage hereafter ; tho.'tis yery impro, 
bable that he will grant it to ſo preſum- 
| ptuous a Criminal ! Will any Man fall 
without ſear upon the point of his Sward, 

| becauſe*tis poſſible he may not recervea 
| mortal Wound by it? Is any; Man ſo mad 
' as to poiſon himſelf with the moſt ſubtile 
—_ becauſe bo thinks uy is Loos 

poſſibility of his obtatnung an Aztiaote? 

Or will _ one in his Wits carelelly ſuf: 

fer his Body to languiſh under a violent 

Difeaſe, without ſeeking for Cure, till 

his ſtrength is almoſt quite exhauſted, 

and he's ready to expire, thinking him- 

ſelf ſecure enough of Recovery, bes 

cauſe *tis not utterly impoſhble, that a 

Man may be reſtor'd to Health when | ti 

4 almoſt reduc'd to the laſt Gaſp by vi | Þp 
4) lent Sickneſs? No, Men are more care- 
ful of their Bodtes than to hazard %em at 

this rate, how careleſs ſoever they are ) 

of their Souls : They are prudent in the 

APairs of this Life, but a&t after the | C 

moft abſurd and improvident manner, 

about the great Concerns of the World 


' £0 come. ) 
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Ser. INI. of au Early Converſion, 

_- But whether we will a& reaſonably 
or no, what has been argu'd does abun- 
dantly demonſtrate that it is both highly 
reaſonable and advantageous for young 
Perſons to devote themſelves to the Ser- 
vice of their Creator in the Days of their 
Touth ; and” that *tis as dangerous as tis 
unreaſonable to defer that important 
Work to the Days of e/d Age, which are 
very uncertain, in that we know not 
whether we ſhall attain them or not ; 
and, if we do, will proye fo evil, if 
this great Buſineſs of our Lives be till 
then neglefted, that we ſhall have ocea- 
pts complain that we have no pleaſure 
in them, 


I ſhall now endeavour to improve the 
things I haye inſiſted on, by way of Ap- 


t10N, 
And ſhall addreſs my ſelf; 
t. To thoſe that are advarnc'd in 


Years. 
2. To thoſe who have not yet ex- 


ceeded the Days of Toth. 
Fir#, As for you that are advanced in 


What 
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' What has been ſaid, mult needs offer 


ou an occaſion to efiquire of your own 
Ces Wheehss you Rave dedi. 
cated your ſelves to the Seryice of God, 
or not ? Whether you have yet remhim. 
bed your Creator 'n. the, ſepſe' of out 
Text, and are truly converted” to 


If you have not {6 retnember'd hini, 
conf} Yito "gs Rh WM” 

. - (4: w extremely dangerous your 
Caſe is. Cari you ay Genie the Rs 
1ction ? Sittely *ris more 
_ than high time for you fo abate, leſt 1 

M1. ſleep the-fleep of Death. Tt will be 2" Mi- 
vr Lang racle of Grace, if ever = be recoverd 

as. out of the Snare of the Devil, who .have 

been {0 long led Captive bay at his Wil. 
It has been your great folly to defer to 
r Tim. 6. lay up in tore for your. ſelves 4 good 
Is. foundation againſt the Time to come, till 
now ; but your folly in deferring it longer 
will {till increaſe together with your 
guilt and danger ; 'of which. if you are 
ſenſible, ſeck immediatdly ro eſcape: 
Mar. 2.9. Fly from the Wrath to come, . which. is 
haſtening toward you ; for tho you tmay 
: Per,z,z. Carelelly ſlumber, your Damnation ſlums 


bers not, but will ſoon overtake you, if 
you 
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Ser. HI. ' of an Farly Converſion. to 


you don't hradily awake to vighenufheb, * Gag 15. 
bet to the efious remembrance. of your 3 
Creatot ; for the Wicked foull be thried Phl. g. 17. 
into Hell, ard all the Nation that FOR- 
GET God, If any of you have vainl 
fatter'd your ſelves all y your 1 Mew 
the umptuous thoug Or Naving . ., 
ſtill time enongh before you for the great +: 4 
Work of your ' Converſion : Let tie 
warn and exhort every ſuch perſon in 
me words of the Apoſtle Peter to Symon 
as ; Repent £ are mw Wickedneſs, _ 22, 
yes God, if EE haps the thought of , 
thine Fleart may be forgiven thee; y I 
cerve that os Z fe the gall of Bitter: 
neſs, and in thebond — Iu And to 
Day, while "tis call , remember 
our Maker, le# 4 FY you be further Hcb. 3.13- 
-- a through the deceitfulneſs of 
4 
(2.) If youare convinc*d of the fol- 
ly and finfulnefs of your Neglett ; Po 
not abſolutely conclude, ?tis now too 
late to ovary Mercy, nor continue that 
ME edi pair, which you have 
in by Preſum i As you 
feats to the Tefherof God, {a 
neither can you meaſure his Long-ſuffer- 
mg and Goodreſs : Therefore you ought 
p not 
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140 The Reaſonableneſs and Advantages | 
_ 77- not now to ſay, His Mercies are quite | 
Pye: our fr ro: and be will be favour en 

your ſelves tq turnty | | 

God, and torely on-his Mercy, at leaſt | 
; with the ak pe Argument the my | 
to engage one another. to 

; hows the themſelves on the Compaſſion of 
zTings 7. the Syrian Army. Why ſit we wy (oy 
vo they) wntil we Die? If we ſay we 

ter into the City, then the Famine is in the 
City, and we ſhall Die there : And if we ſit 
#ill here, we Die alſo, Now therefore come, 
and let us fall unto the bad the $ ria, : 
;f WT, ſave as alive, we ſhall Live, and 
Hl us, we ſhall ia Die. Reaſon 
Nl your ſelves after the like manner, 
Why fit we ſtillin a ſtate of the great- 
eſt ? If after the ſenſe of our 
danger, we return toour former Courſe 
of Life, we muſt periſh; if we remain 
in our preſent poſture, and neglett to 
try the "Father * Mercies, whether he 
will commiſerate ſuch inveterate Sin- 
ners, we inevitably periſh too. Let us 
caſt our ſelves at his Feet ; if he'll ſave 
us, we ſhall live eternally ; if he refuſe, 
we can. but periſh. Say as David did 
2 Sam. 15. (in another af) It may be the LORD 
39: will look on our f Afiics, Venture to 


pro» 
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Ser. III. of an Early Converſion, 141 
proſtrate yotir ſelves at the Throne of 

Grace, as Queen Eſther did at the Feet Eſth.4. 6; 
of the Perſian Monarch, with an (If I 

periſh, I periſh) : And who knows, but 

the Scepter of Divine Mercy may I 

tender you a Pardon ? *Tis poſlible that 

the Prodigal may be accepted, tho he 

return late to his Father*s Houle ; agd Luk.15-24 
that God may place you among the 

rare Inſtances of his free and ſoveraign 

Grace. And if you are deeply ſenſible 


_ of your paſt Iniquity, and earneſtly 


groan for a Change in your Souls, for a 
New and Pure Heart and 4 right Spirit ; *Cst.10 
*tis to be hop'd, that God, whoſe Com- 
paſſions are infinite, has now at laſt o- 
pen'd your Eyes, that you might not 
ſleep the ſleep of eternal Death : has made Pal. 13-33 
you hunger and thirit after Righteouſ- ** 5-%+ 
neſs, with a deſign to ſatisfy you, and 
has wounded your Spirits by a Godly 2Cor.5.10; 
Sorrow, with a purpoſe to heal them py 4 
with the Oil of Joy, withthe Comforts of 
his Free Spirit. You have run a ſtrange 
Venture to delay a Work of this na- 
ture, and of this conſequence till now ; 
but if God has given you deep and ſeri- 
ous Repentance, he deſigns you favour; 
and your Contrition gives hope of a _- 

on. 
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If; 55.75, don. Let thewicked forſake his Way, and | 
the wnrighteous Man bis Thoughts, and lt 
him return anto the LOR D, and he 
will have Mercy on him, and to our God, 
for he will abundantly pardon, But 

2. If you are truly converted, *tis 

Prov. 15. your Happineſs and Honour. The hogry 

31, Head is a Crown of G if it be found ip 

5] the way +4 Re Maſueſs 

But did you conſecrate to your Crea- 
tor the 7 ode of your Youth? Or 
have you only offer'd him your later 
Years ! 

Mar. 20, It may be, you to work in hit 

5s Vineyard but at the Tenth or Eleventh 
Hoar, or at leaſt ſince your Sun has been 
declining. If ſo, then 

(1.) Admire and adore that Grace of 
God, which kept back your feet from 
Deſtruttion, when you were ready to 
ſtep into eternal Miſery, and indulgent- 
ly pluck*d you out of the way of ap- 

Gen. 1g, Proaching Ruine, as the bleſſed Angels 

16, 13, did Lot, to ſecure him from the impend- 
ing Shower of Fire and Brimſtone, 
which threaten'd Sodom, when he lin- 
ger'd in that vicious and accurſed City. 
How can you chooſe but reflect with 
aſtoniſhment on the Danger you have 

eſcap'd, 
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| apo and ble that Dierias 2 Hand 


{cm cox of oem ray to 


7, nap ock, on op 


ſcen-ſo many 
fay) who has ye [4g | o_— I. 
ſogreat great * near 4 Death; 
, when y 'OU had 
me) Len ano you i Ponriry Þ aaa 4 Jer. 2.32- 


@ Thank- 
fa, Lett no | dee Dons ap- 
by the improvement of that lictle 


an fo of Time which you have yet re- 
maining, Redeem. your Time, now at Eph. g.16- 
leaſt, becauſe the —_ areevil, Improve 
the evil Da s of old Age with the utmoſt 
ince the better Days of Youth 
are paſt recalling. Evidence both to 
= fves and to others, that your /ate 
PI true, by ſuch an induſtri- 


of your remaining 
Days, as may convince the World, that 
'tis no ſmall grief of Heart to you, that 
your Repentance was ſo /ate. Recover 
your loſt Time as much as | gona by 
your preſent diligence, and let none of 
= precious Moments for the future be 
teſly expended, but hushand *em 

well un working out your Salvation with philip. 2. 

fear 12. 
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1 Tim, 5. 
22» 


fear and trembling. Let your frequent 
hours, and atts of Devotion, make up 
the long want your ſelves have had of 
thoſe ſacred rmx that attend the 
Exerciſes of Holy Worſhip, and there. 
by make reſtitution (as much as in you 
lies) to your Creator, for the Sacrilege 

ou have often committed, in robbing 

im of thoſe pious Offerings, thoſe con- 
tinual Sacrifices with which you ſhould 
daily have furniſhed his Altar. Let your 
Example be as beneficial to Mankind, as 
it has been injurious : And as you have 
tempted others to Sin, ſtrive now to in- 
cite them to Prety. If you bear the 
CharaQter of Parents or Maſters, labour 
to conwnce thoſe young Perſons, who 
are under the influence of your Counſel, 
or the awe of your Authority, of the 
great Advantages of an early Converſi- 
on : And let them know you now ſeri- 
ouſly lament the paſt Follies of your 
Youth : That as your ill-Counſels, and 
vicious Patterns have long made you 
Partakers A other Mens Sins ; ſo your 
Religious Exhortations and good Ex- 
amples, may obtain on your Acquain- 
tance, and thoſe that are under your 
ConduQ, fo as to intitle you (in — 

ort 
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Ser. INl. of an Early Converſion, 

ſort) to other Mens Vertues. Tn a word, 
remember that you are under a ſpecial 
Obligation, that (as the Apoſtle ſpeaks) 


145 


id no longer live the reit of your * Per. 4. 


to the Will of God, For the T ime pait of 
e 


ife may ſuffice to have wrought t 


your 
Will of the Gentiles when ye walked in Laſci- 
viouſneſs, Luits, exceſs of Wine, Revellings, 


—— and abominable Idolatries. 
It your Caſe be otherwiſe, and you 
began early to give your {elves up to the 
Service of your Creator : 

(1.) Bleſs and magnify that God who 


Time inthe Fleſh to the Luits of Men, but © * 


was the Guideof your Touth;who wrought je, . ,. 


that happy Change on your Souls, who 


were Children of Wrath by Nature as well gph. 2. 4, 


4s others. What copious Subjects of 
Praiſe will your Experience furniſh you 
withal, when you reflect on the long 


; Series of Divine Favours, that have at- 


tended you through the various Partsand 
Changes of Life ! And what a pleaſant 
Review may you take of a well-ſpent 
Life, direQted to the Glory of God, and 
condutted by his Grace ! What matter 
of thankſgiving may you find in the ma- 
ny Aſſurances of his Love, and in tie 
Evidences of the Work of his Grace 

L upon 
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and Fania projet he has given 
a r Our 
Faith a= or ett Gl 
ou have 0 a piring 
xH are now fo near enjoying! You 
have reaſon to bleſs your Creator, as 
we:!! for preventing your commiſſion 
of the many Sins you have eſcap'd, as 
for forgiving of thoſe you havecommit- 
ted: For preſerving your Innocence on 
many occaſions, as well as for pardoning 
our G«ilt on others ; for _— 
PPY ſo ſoon by an early Converſion, 
and for giving you the hope of a diſtin- 
— of Glory ; for honour 
ingthe ve# of your Time by accepting 
it in his Service; and for ſweetning the 
wor#t of it (the evil Days of old Ape) | th 
with all the Comforts which the Re of 
jon on a Life of Grace, and all the Joys | G« 
which the proſpet# of a Life of Glory can | /0 
Fc. 145.5. inſpire. Surely the high Praiſes of God | % 
ſhould be in your Mouths; for (to uſe | 0 
the Words of Chriſt on that ſolemn oc- | 74 
cafion when his Diſciples cry'd Hoſanns | * 
Luk.rg.40 to him) I rell you, if you ſhould hold | 
your Peace, the Stones would immediately | 
cry Our, 
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(2.) You 


Ser. II. of an Early Converſion. 
(2.) You ought to manifeſt the truth 
of your early Converſion by the extent of 
our Knowledg in Divine Things, and 
the warmeh of, your AﬀeCtion to 


I write unto you, Fathers, (ſays 1 John x. 
the Apoſtle John) _ you have knowy 3 14- 


bim that is from the beginning. Both 
God and Men expect that your growth 
both in Knowledg and in Grace, 
ſhould bear ſome proportion to the 
Time you have ſpent in the School of 
Chriſt ; that you ſhould be the talleſt 
Cedars in Lebanon, that have been ſo 
long planted there ; and the moſt fruit- 
ful Vines, that have been ſo often wa- 
ter'd with the River of God. Secing 


you are not Babes, either in regard of Pal.c5.5. 


the time you have liv'd in the World, or 
of that you have ſpent in the Church of 


God ; bur Perſons of full Age, who by rea- eb. $- 
ſon of uſe ought to have your Senſes exer- 13, 14- 


Gus to diſcern both good and evil : Let ir 


not be {aid of you, that whez for the Ver. 12- 


Time you ought to be Teachers, you have 
wed that one teach you again which be the 
firſt Principles of the Oracles of God, and 
hat you are again become ſuch as have 
need of Milk and not of ſtronz Meat : Or 
that you are of the number of thoſe, 

L 2 who' 
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2Tim.3-7- Who are cver learning, and never able to 


1 Cor. 15- 
31. 


naind- 


KY» 
Phil. 3. 20. 


z Tim. 6. 
18. 


E ph. 6. 
11,— 18. 


,2 Car. 2. 
'T 


Rom.8 37. 


come to the K nowledg of the Truth, You 
ſhould be greatly mortified to this 
World, -who have a long time profeſgd 
tro be convinc'd of * _ , andtobe 
dying daily to it ; and who old 
es to tranſport you to the other. a 
ſince you have long pretended to have 
had your Converſation and buſineſs in 
Heaven, certainly you ought to have 
gain'd much by that happy Commerce ; 
and to have laid up much Treaſure in 
the Regions of Glory, as well as to 
have been rich in good Works here be- 
low: and you ſhould be dextrous in 
putting on and handling the” Chriitian 
Armour, who have often had occaſion to 
try it: And ſoskilful in defeating the 
Projefts of your Adverſary the Devil 
(ſince you are ſuppos'd mor to be igne- 
rant of his Devices ) as after the ſharpeſt 
Conflits to become more than Conque- 
rors through him that hath loved you. 
Theſe things may reaſonably be ſup- 
pos'd and expected of you. But do you 
fill up theſe CharaQtersthat ſo well agree 
with your long ſtanding in the Church 
of God ? Are you Fathers in Kowleag 
and Piety as well as in Tears? And » 
the 
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the ſize of your Spiritual Stature pro. 

portionate to the time of your Natural 

Life, or at leaſt of your Spiritual Lite, 

whichcommenc'd not long after the o- 

ther ? Are you become very humble by 

a long acquaintance with your own 

Hearts, and with that God who 1s the 

ſearcher of them ? Is your Faith become Jer.r-.»- 

ow by a long exerciſe? Your Hope 

firm by your long and familiar acqu2in- 

tance with the Promiſes of God, and 

with him iz whom all thoſe Promiſes are 2 Cor.» 

Yea and Amen [True and Faichful] ? ** 

Have your various Afictions taught 

pou to poſſe your Souls in Patience ? And Luke at. 
ve the many Favours you have recei- 

ved of God ſo tun'd your Hearts to his 

Praiſe, that you can z every thing give i Thel, g, 

thanks ? Does your ſpiritual Vigour ad- #3 


vance, as your natural Strength declines ? 


' And is your inward Men renew'd day by : cor. 4 
| day, as your outward Man periſhes ? Have 6 


| 


ou made ſuch a Proficiency as this in 
eligion ? Or is it otherwiſe ? Examine 

your ſelves ſtrictly and ſeriouſly abour 
t, May not your Creator ſend you 
back to learn of thoſe that are much 
younger, and who have had leſs Ad- 
vantages of Improvement than you ? 
L 3 Nay 


. 
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Nay may he not ſend you back to be in- 
ſtructed by your ſelves, I mean, by the 
former partof your Lives? And ſhame 
your /ate Back-ſlidings, by putting you 
m mind of your early Zeal? May he 
not juſtly reprove you in reminding you 
of your former Kindneſſes to him (ag 
well as of his to you) as he did the Jew! 
Jer. 2-2,3. Of old ; and fay, 1 remember thee, the 
kindneſs of thy Touth, and the love of thy 
E fponſals, when thou wenteft after me in 
the Wilderneſs, in a Land that ws 
not ſown: Iſrael was Holineſs to thi 
LORD,and the firſt-fruits of his Increaſe ? 
_ he —_— you as he did the 
Rev.:.4.5- Epheſians, wit ving left your fir 
Does And with wor # Ee? Et, , 
our firſt Works ? 
Surely it becomes you now ſtrenuouf- 
; Tim. 6. Iy to perſiſt in fighting the good Fight of 
32. aith, when you are near the conſum- 
mation of all your Victorics in an eter- | 
philip. 3. Nal Triumph : To preſs forward vigo- 
13-14 rouſly in your ſpiritual Race now at 
laſt, when you have almoſt attain'd the 
Mark ; and to aſpire carncitly after that 
Diadem of Glory, with w hich you . 
are ſo ſuddenly to be crown'd : To cons 
yepſe ccnſtantly in Heaven, now you are 


juſt 
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Ser. IH, of an Barly Converſiom: 1512 
= forſaking the Earth ; to live entirely 
y Faith, ſince you are going to die inHeb. rx, 
it; to die in the Lord, that in order 33: 
to live with him in a State that will turn ,,, "4+ 
Faith into Viſion, and your Hope » Cor- 13. 
into Enjoyment. "_ 
If thus while Age bends you toward 
the Earth, Grace raiſes your Hearts to- 
ward Heaven ; if your Faith grows ſa- 
gacious, while your Eyes grow dim ; and 
your Hope grows firm,while your Hands 
and Knees are feeble ; if the Warmth of 
your Love to God increaſes as your natu- 
ral Heat abates ; and the Sallies of your 
Souls after him grow frog and lively, 
as the Motions of your animal Spirits 
w weak and languid :Then,as your /a 
orks will be more than your firit fo you'll ev. 2. 5. 
honour God as well in the oY Sor ts 
worit part of your Time, as p,% fe rs 
you have done in the bet of it, Hyberne pretiom fe me- 
And as by bringing forth much "** _ 
fruit even inold Age, you will i; 
lorify your Heavenly Father : So your Joh. 14.8. 
t Hairs will be honourable in this 
World, and an exceeding and eternal _ _ R 
weight of Glory will be your Portion in 17. = 
. the World to come. 


L 4 Secondly, 
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Secondly, T.et me now addreſs my ſelf 
to you that are Toung ; and entreat 
you alſo to put this important Queſtion 
to your own Hearts, Whether you have 
yet remember*d your Creator, fo as to 
Godicate your ſelves to [is Service, or 
not ! 
If you have devoted to him the firſt. 

fruits of your Time : 

x. It ri you with profound Hy- 
mility and Reverence to aſcribe to God 
the Glory of his Grace, who made you 

F.119-3- willing in the Day of his Power to ſerve him 
in the Beauties of Holineſs, even from the 

Womb of the Morning of your Time, and 

tooffer him the early Dew of your Youth: 

1 Cor. 11 For xo Fleſh may glory in his Preſence ; (ce- 
_ 4. 6, 10g all Fleſh is Graſs, and the goodlineſs 
1 Pct. 1. thereof as the fading Flower of the Field, 
"yt in a Moral as well as a Nataral ſenſe. If 
ou have been diſtinguiſh'd from others 

y early impreſſions of Piety ; know, 

Cor. 4.9. that "tis Grace that hath made the diffe- 
Pal. 8.2, rexce, and glorify that God, who per- 
Mat 21. fetts bis gon e out of the Mouths of Babes 
Luke 10, 4124 Sucklings ; reveals that to Chil- 
2t. aven, which he ſometimes hides from the 
Wiſe and Prudent, Bleſs him that has 
redeem'd 


6s ws ws. + ed 2 4 24 _ % 8 ww a 23 


— DO a _Q__©s — a ta£& oi oo Gf ©o£© 


WF as 


Ser. INI. of au Early Converſion. 153 


redeem'd you from the Earth, and from 8: 14. 
among Men, at a time when the Pleaſures * + 
of Sin, and the Society of Sinners ap- 

pear inthe moſt alluring form. Praife 

that God, who by the early Seeds of 
Holineſs he has ſown in your ——_ 

is preparing you. to reap a 

ful Harveſt of Graces no Bleſſings 
_ and of Glorious Rewards here- 


2. Conſider the mighty Obligations 
that are upon you to engage you in a 
Holy Converſation. As you have re- 
ceivd more than many others, more is 
requir'd of you : And what we have faid 
may be juſtly expected to be found in 
thoſe old Diſciples that have follow*®d 
Chriſt from their Youth, ſufficiently ſig- 
nifies the Mark you are to aim at ; and 
the exalted degrees of Grace you are to 
aſpire to. Inorder to which you ought 
to becaurious of the leaſt degree of A 

Have a care, leſt after hay 
ſeem'd to begin in the Spirit, you ſhould Gal. 3.3. 
Ge, end in the Fleſb. Therefore 2 Tim. 2. 


flee youthful Luits, And endure hardſhip y.. _ 


4s good Soldiers of Jo Chri# : Inure 
your ſelves to Selt-denial ; and ſer your Col.z.1,2. 
Aﬀettions on things above, Watch and Mac.25.4 


pray, 


_— 
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ay, that you may not enter into Tempt«- 

Luk. 22.32 -— or at leaſt that your Faith mas 
ail you, when you are tempted: And 

Plal. r. 2, fO that end read and meditate on the Word 
Fu Dey and Night, that you may 

Eph. 6.17. know how to manage that Sword of the 
Spirit, ſo as to wound the Head of your 

: John 2. Potent and ſubtle Adverſary. I write 
13, 14 wnto you young Men (faith the Apoſtle 
John) becauſe you are ſtrong, and the 

Word of God abideth in you, and you have 
overcome the wicked one, Govern your 

ſelves in every thing by the exa&t Rule 

Pl1ig.g. of the Holy Scripture ; For wherewith 
ſhall « young Man cleanſe his way, but by 

taking heed thereto according to that Dt 

vine Word? Take heed leſt the Holy 
Religion you profeſs be diſhonour'd by 

your Practices : Let your manner of 

Life be ſo circumſpeCt and unreproacha- 

ble, that it may ſtop the Mouths of 
Blaſphemers; fop them did I ſay ? Nay 

that it may opex them in favour of Reli- 

Mar.5.16. $ion, that when they ſee your good Works 
they may be induc'd to glorify your Hee 

venly Father, and to worſhip him, and 

1 Cor. 14. tQ confeſs that God is in you of s Truth, 
25- Let a becoming Modeſty and Gra- 
vity adorn your Converſation : Let 


your 
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your Speech be always with Grace, ſeaſowd col. 4.8. 
with Salt : Let no corrupt Communication Eph.4.29. 
proceed out of your Mouths, but that which 
is good to the uſe of edifying, that it may 
miniſter Grace to the Hearers. Provoks 
othersto a Holy Emulation by the luftre 
of your Examples, and chooſe theexcel- 
. tent Patterns of the moft devout and ex- 
perienc*d Chriſtians for your own Imita- 
tion. Let your Zeal be conſtantly di- 
reed by Knowledg, and your Know- 
ledg always ballaſted by Humility, In 
a word, Set the Lord always before your vial. 16.8, 
Faces, that you may not ſinagainſt him, 
Remember your Creator, what he is, 
and what Homage and Service you owe 
him : Remember how reaſonable that gom. 12.4. 
Service is, and how ehtirely your true 
Interett and Happineſs is invalv'd in it, 
and induſtriouſly improve al] the Advan- 

of your Tme to the Glory of him, 
whois the God of your Life; that if you val. 42.8. 
live to beaged, you may be able to make | 
"appy R 10ns on your Youth; and 
on the endearing Favours of him that 
has been with you from your Youth to 
old Age, and has carrie | (as the Ifa. 45.4 
Prophet ſpeaks) even to hoary Hairs : 
That coming to the Grave in 4 full Age, 

you 


> m—_ 


156 
Job 5.26. 


Col. 1.12. 


Deut. 32» 


The Rea/onableneſs and Advantages 


you may be /ike ſhocks of Corn that come in 
in their ſeaſon, tully ripen'd and prepar'd 
for Heaven : Or if you are called to lie 
down in the Grave before, that you 
may be ripe for Glory, and made meet to 
be partakers of the Inheritance of the Saints 
in light betimes ; that your Names ma 
be great on Earth, and your Rewar 
may be great in Heaven. 

As for you that are ſtill Young, but 
have not yer made an offering of your 
Youth to your Creator : 

(1.) Let me ask you, What hinders 
you from preſenting ſo reaſonable a Ser- 
vice to him? You have ſeen that the 
reaſon of this Duty, which our Text 
urges, is founded in your very Being, in 
the Relation you bear to the Almighty 
as his Creatures ; and ſince your greateſt 
Intereſt too is embarked in it, Why 
ſhould ſo juſt, and ſo uſeful an Exhor- 
tation be rejeted ? Will you yet conti- 
nue to rob your M:ker of the Homage 
and Service you owe him? And deprive 
your ſelves of the Honour and Privilege 
of ſerving him ? Will you yet be «x- 
mindful of the Rock that begat you, and 


[till forget the God that form'd you ? Is 


the great God ready to accept your Ser- 
vice, 
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vice, and will you ſtill refuſe to offer it? 
What Illufions of Senſe are thoſe that 
charm you ? What Ponds of Iniquity A8.2.23- 
are thoſe that captivate your Souls, and 
hold you, both againſt the forcible Ar- 
guments, and the indulgent Invitations 
of the Divine Word ? 

As we havetakena view of the Arga- 
ments that oblige you to your Duty ; let 
us alſo, to remove the chief Stumbling- 
blocks that obſtruQt your way, enquire 
a little info the pretended Reaſons that 


detain = in your Sin. 
Will you fay, © *Tis a rigorous De- 
« to require us to forſake the 


« World almolt as ſoon as we come in- 
« toit; and to renounce the charming 
« Sweets wherewith it flatters our Sen- 
« ſes, even be e have ſo much as 
« taſted many of th&Pleaſures to which 
« jt invites us : And this in that part of 
' « ourLife, thatgives us the higheſt re- 

« liſhof theſe Delights, when our Sen- 
| « ſes are moſt lively and ative, and 

« when the World ſhews it ſelf moſt 
{Ka _—_ kind, and preſents us on 
' _ « every ſide with thouſands of pleaſant 
« Objects ? 


But 
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But tell me, Are the Promiſes of the 


World like the Promiſes of God ? Are 
thoſe Pleaſures, the higheſt reliſh of 
which vaniſhes (by your own confeſ- 
fon) ti with your Youth, and fo 
may be {gon out-liv'd by your ſelves, to 
be compar'd with the eternal Joys of 
Heaven? Are the Smiles of the World, 
and the Pleaſures of Sepſe to be pretern'd 
to the Smiles of God, andthe Joy of a 
good .Copſciexce here, and to the refa'd 
and ſpiritual Delights of the other 
World? Is a Life of Sin, which will 
prove bitterneſs in the latter end of it, 
which is enjoy'd but -a few Momeats, 
but follow'd with the gnawings of « 
Worm that never dies, to be choſen before 
a Life of Holineſs, which 1s accompani- 
ed with inward Peace in the Soul, and 
follow*d with Immortal Glory and Plea- 
__ Is it worth = oY purchaſe 
a few hours delight in gratifying your 
ſordid and ha Cs a hs 


loſs of your precious Souls * Will you 
rather hazard an eternal privation of rhe 
Joys of Heaven, and expoſe your ſelves 
to the danger of everlaſting Perdition, 
than curb the extravagant Inclinations of 
your vain and ſenſual Hearts * Will you 
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ſill flatter the levity and unſteadineſs of 
your youthful Minds, in purſuing all 
the vain Fantoms your ——_ I- 
maginations can repreſent : ou 
continu T0 —_ thoſe gay Bubbles, 
which will yi ſcarce thing 

ont gr and Guile: 


but Diſappointment, Vexats 

when you are invited aaa 
and your Hearts on your tor, to 
make him the Objet# of your T 


and of your Deſires, who gives his Vo- 

taries the Hope of Immortal Glory, 

which produces in their Souls a great 

hy ch} ineſs at preſent, and who 

will hereafter fill them _— infi- 

> nicely beyond the moſt raiſed ExpeQta- 
c10n ! 

Will you further urge, © But we 
© have no mind to be ſingular, to di- 
« ſtinguiſhour ſelves from the generali- 
« ty of Mankind by an AﬀeCtation of 
« 2 ftrict Courſe of Life; and that at 
« an Age, when every one allows the 
« Senſes -= > cms bing is : 
- eaſon for every thing. Yout 
- L hs Time for Pleaſure, and Old 
«* Age for Repentance ; for the latter 
* part of our Lives ſeems deſtin'd to 
« trouble and ſorrow : And then tis fit 

*to 
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« tolivea ſpiritual Life, when Age hag 
&« deaden'd the Senſes, and fo prepar'd 
« usto live after that abltrafted man- 
cc ner. 

And is it not as ay as*tis reaſonable 
to reply, That *tis a fooliſh Scrupuloſity 
to be ſo careful to avoid Singalarity as to 
run from it into a Common DeſtruCtion: 
To refuſe to be holy and happy, and to 


Mat.7- chooſe Sin and Miſery, becauie the way 
"5+ '+ to Life i narrow and unfrequented, and 
the way to Damnation broad and full of 
Company ? Is not this a vain atteQtation 

of Conformity to the World, for you 

Exod. 23. tO follow a Multitude to do evil, tho their 
2 vn. 1 as lead to Hell, and go down to the 
*147* Chambers of Death ; to abandon your 
ſelves to the Torrent of evil Examples, 
ITim-6.5. tho they drown you in Perdition ; to ſa- 
crifice your own eternal Intereſt in com- 
plaiſance to the Cuſtom and Humour of 

i 3: other Men, and to walk in the Counſel of 


the Ungodly, tho you damn your ſelves 
for Company ? 
And becauſe ſome rather ſeem to pi- 
,(or even indulge)than blame many of 
x. Follies of Youth, partly from the 
Conſideration of their Unexperience and 
giddineſs of Mind, and of their great 
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ity to carnal Pleaſures; partly 
becauſe Cuſtom has render'd the Vices of 
Youth famuliar to the World, and partly 
becauſe of = that are advanc'd 
in Years, 1 of reflefting on their 
youthful Vanities with Sorrow, are yet 
{o inſenſible, as to look back upon them 
as excuſable Follies, or as Sins of ſmall 
conſequence ; muſt therefore an Opinion 
that has ſo rotten a foundation, obtain 
Credit in the World, as if it were a 
Maxim of undoubted Truth ? Does the 
Holy Scripture, or Reaſon allow Youth 
any ſuch Diſpenſation for Sin ?Is ſogreat 
an Evil tobeatany time indulg'd? Is any 
{cope in Vice allowable to the Time of 
Touthany more than to the Time of 0/4 
Age? Is not Sin always evil, and al- 
ways to be avoided ? Can you think 
it deſerves the very bei# of your Time, 
and that your Creator is unworthy of 
ſuch an Offering ? 

You have heard it ſufficiently prov'd 
that Youth is the moſt proper Time of 
all, and Old Age the moſt unfit for the 

t Buſineſs of Converſion to God ; 
t*tis the greateſt proof of the Reali- 
of our Self-denial, when we reſtrain 


vicious Inclinations of our Youth, 
M that 
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that are ſo cager after ſenſual Pleaſures : 
And that an aged Sinner 1s fo far from 
being likely to be a true Penient, that 
the long Time he has been hardening 
himſelf in his Wickednefs, renders the 
Change of*his Heart impoſſible, with- 
out a more than ordinary eftort of Grace, 
which God is ſeldom pleas'd to grant 
to them that arc grown old in Wick- 
edneſs. 

Will you fay after this, © God whoſe 
« Mercics are infinite, 1s Gracious e- 
« nough to receive us into his Vineyard 
« at the liſt hour of the Day ; and to 
« giveusa place in Paradiſe ; it, like the 
« 'thief on the Croſs, we begin to re- 
« pent, when we are ccafing to live; 
« and we may hope todic happily, tho 
« we have liv'd vicioully ? 

After having fo largely detected the 
Vanity of ſuch Hopes as theſe, as we 
have already done, we need not add 
much more, Is not this to build an ima- 
ginary Happineſs on a thouſand Uncer- 
taintics ? And what a daring preſumpti- 
on 1s it, to continue in Sin, that Grace 
may abound ? Becauſe the Gracious God 
has given ove Example in his Word, of 
a Sinner converted at the laſt hour of his 

Life, 
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. Life, is it reaſonable for every Sinner to 


conclude, That he may expect the ſame 
extraordinary favour, and ſo may ſafely 
deter his Repentance, till he is ready to 
expire? No; this t Inſtance of 
Mercy in-the crucified Maletattor, was 

ven toprevent a true(tholate)Penitent 

om deſpairing ; not to encourage any 
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bold Sinner to turn the Grace of God into Jude 44 


Laſcivioaſne(s by his preſumption. And 
bow many fatal inſtances might be gi- 
ven of the Vanity of ſuch hopesas thele ! 
How tew of thoſe daring Sinners have 


arriv'd at the Time, which they pre- - 


tended to devote to religious Purpoſes ! 
How very few of thoſe that have reach- 
ed old Age, have become ſenſible of 
their-Guilt and Danger atter a long Lite 
ſpent inthe Service of Sin | Have the 

not generally ſupinely doz'd away their 
laſt Moments (as they vainly ſpent their 
firſt) without awaking, till they have 


tound themſelves ineverla/ting Burnings ? 1@ 33.14, 


Or it they havereceiv'd ſome Convicti- 
ons of their Guilt, theſe have notalways 
produc'd on them the Characters of 


Repentance to Salvation, but have ſome- 2 Cor. 7. 


times flPd their miſerable Souls with '* 


Deſpair and Horrour ; and their former 
M 32 delu- 
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deluſive Hopes of obtaining pardon at 


Keb.10.27 the laſt hour, have only iſſued in 2 cer- 


Pla.92.1 2+ 
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tain fearful looking for of —_ and 
fiery Indignation to devour them. Learn 


therefore, before it be too late, fo ro 
number your Days as to apply your Hearts 
to Wiſdom ! 

Will you, after all that has been ſaid, 
ſtill perſwade your ſelves, that *tis yet 
time enough for you to remember your 
Creator ; and that you may fafely e 
nough defer the ſecuring of your Salva- 
tion yet ſome time longer, ft not quite 
to the evil Days of Old Age ; that *tis 
beſt for you firſt to eſtabliſh y your ſelves 
in the World, as firmly as you can, and 
to make proviſi on for your temporal In- 
tereſt ; and afterwardsat your leiſure to 
think on the Aﬀairs of another Life ? 

Theſe things have heenalfoſufhicient- 
ly anſwer'd before ; let me further add, 
That as your Time is very uncertain on 
the one hand, ſo your Reſolutions are 
yet more hckle on the other : For how 
common a thing 1s1t tor Men to aſſume 
a R_—_ ot Repentance, and preſently 
to relinquiſh it again ! How often do 
they violate their Promiſes toGod and to 
themſelves, while they are perpetually 

f1x- 
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ing a new future ſeaſon of Amend- 
ment ! So _—_ is the Heart of Man, Jer.17.5- 
and ſo deſperate 3 wicked, who can know 
uf 
And how prepoſterous is the Courſe 
you take, to endeavour to provide for 
your Boazes before your Sowls, and to fe- 
cure your Temporal before your Eternal 
Intereſt: Hearkeni mo to the de- =? 
luding Suggeſtions of the Father of Lies, J®-8.44. 
Sho rem s$you with the gilded Yan; 
' ties of this periſhing World, than te, 
the Counſel of him who is Wi/dom it (elf, » ©or- 1 
who adviſes you to ſeek firſt the Kjng-war.s. xx, 
dom of God and his Righteouſneſs ; and 33, 33: 
aſſures you that then the things of this 
World (4. e. ſo far as may conduce to 
your Welfare) ſhall be ſuperadaded ? 
Since therefore your Creator requires 
your preſent Time, *tis your Prudence, 
your Intereſt, and your Duty, without 
conferring with Fleſh and Blood, immed;- Gal.1.15, 
ately to obey him ; to ſeek him, while he Pal. 32.6. 
may be found, and to call upon him while _—__ 
be is near, and while he calls upon you; 
leſt it you perſiſt to flight and forget 
our Makerand his Counſel any longer, 
ie ſhould ſo remember your Iniquity and ,,; , 
viſit your Sins, as to pronounce on you 13, 14. 
N08 this 
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Prov. 1. this dreadful Sentence. Becauſe I have 
24—3% calPd and ye refus'd, I have ſtretched out 
my Hand, no Man regarded : But ye 
have ſet at nought all my Counſel, and 
would none of my Reproof : T alſo will laugh 
at your Calamity, I will mock when your 
fear cometh : When your fear cometh as De- 
folation, and your deſtruftion cometh as a 
Whirl-wind : When Dittreſs and Anzguiſh 
cometh upon you. Then ſhall they call upon 
me, but I will not anſwer ; they ſhall ſeek 
me early, but they ſhall xot find me ;, for 
that they hated knowledg, and did not chooſe 
the fear of the LORD: They would 
none of my Counſel, they deſpiſed all my 
Reproof : Therefore ſhall they eat f the 
fruit of their own Way, and be fila with 
their own Devices : For the turning away 
of the ſimple ſhall ſlay them, and the pro- 
ſperity of Fools ſhall deitroy them, How 
will you bear ſuch a diſmal Sentence as 
this? O with what Terrour will it 
{trike R—__—T Souls, eſpecially when 
you are under the Apprehenſions of ap- 
proaching Death, or bowed down un- 
der the burden of Age ! What will you 
do in thoſe Days of Evil, when the Iniqui- 
ty of your Heels ſha!l compaſs you about ? 
Jo» 25-18 When your Bones will be full of the Sin of 
your 
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your Touth, which ſþall lie down with you 
inthe Duſt * When the Terrours of God 
ſhall ſtrike your Conſciences, and all 
your paſt Lite ſhall accuſe and condemn - 
you ? When the Heaven ſhall reveal your job 25.21 
Iniquity, and the Earth ſhall riſe up againf | 
you ? When your Fleſb upon "ra all have 1914-22. ' 
our Souls within you ſball 
mourn ? Tho Wickedneſs be now ſweet in _ 
your Mouths, and you therefore hide it * © 
wnder your T ongues ; tho you ſpare it, and 
forſake it not, but keep it ſtill within your | 
Mouths ; yet its befions Faſte ſhall be 
tarwd into bitterneſs in your Bowels, and | 
into the Gall of Aſps within you. IS it * | 
not better to repent early than to be re- 
duc'd ro mourn deſpairingly, when *tis 
too late ? When the Almighty ſhuts out 
your Prayers, and when & fire is kiadled eur. 32. 
in his Anger, that will burn to the loweſt 22- 
Hell ; when he that made you will wot ,, .._ 
have mercy on you, and he that forwd 
you will ſhew you xo favour ? If once that 
dreadful Day overtakes you, cagh -of 
| you will then lament his Folly with the 
| ſaddeſt Accents of Sorrow and Anguiſh, 
and turn upon himſelt with indignation | 
and fury, faying, How have I hated ia- p,,y. , 
ftruttion, and my Heart deſpis'd reproof ! 12, 13. 
M 4 And 


"+ > 


168 TheReaſonableneſs and Advantages 


And have not obey d the Voice of my Teach- 
ers, n0Y incliw'd mine Eay to them that in- 
ftrutted me ! And bewail humfelf (as our 
Bleſſed LS JR ye he 
wept over that ppy Ci 
Luke 1g. O that T had known, even yes HE 
oo 4% Day, the things that belonged unto my 
| peace, but now they are hid from mine 
Eyes. | 
Pſa,go.222 Now conſider this ye that forget God, 
leſt he tear you in pieces, and there be none 
to deliver, 
Iſ you now begin to entertain ſerious 
Thoughts of Religion, to ſtir you up 
further to this great (tho miſerably 
neglected)Duty of r ering your Cre- 
ator in the Days of your Touth, let me en- 
treat you to confider twoor three things, 
| 1. That God has been often pleas'd 
if , to dignify them with ſpecial Marks of 
Honour in his Church, who have ho- 
nour'd him by the carly dedication of 
their Youth to his Service, and has ren- 
der'd their Services as eminent in the 
World, as their Picty has been early and 
exemplary. 
Gen..37., Asthe forward Piety of Joſeph kept 
234+ himuncorrupt inhus tender Yearsamidſt 
the evil Examples of his envious Bre- 
g thren ; 
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fhren; ſohe was bleſſed with the largeſt 

ſhare in the AﬀeCtion of his aged Fa- 

ther : And tho his Zeal for their Refor- 

mation render*d him the Objett of their 

Hatred, (as well as of his Father's Love) 

et the Divine Providence wonderfully Gen. 3g. 

proſper'd him, and gave him favour in #35: 
that ſtrange Countrey, whither their 
unnatural Malice had exiPd him. And 

as he there preſerved his Chaſtity when y,;—s, 
it was try'd after ſo extraordinary a 
manner, that it was become impoſhble 

for him to keep himſelf Innocent with- | 
out incurring the Odium of being re- ; 
puted Guilty, as well as enduring other , 
ſevere Puniſhments : So the Purity of | 
his untainted Soul (whorather choſe to k 
be accounted Vile than to be ſo) was 
afterwards ſtrangely clear'd up by the 

Wiſe and Gracious Providence of the 
_—— ; and his injur'd Name cele- 

brated with the higheſt Honours of the Gen-4r. 
Court of Egypt: The Juſt and Holy 

God whom he ſerv'd, having endow*'d 

him witha Prophetick Gift of interpret- 

ing Dreams ; and by that Divine Skill 
open'd a way for his advancement from 
Priſon to ride in the ſecond Chariot of 

the Kingdom, So that he became a 


Prinse | 


wST wo > f  - 


HE Seen to. + CR +. ll. a. 
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Rom. 1 2. 
21. 


z Sam. 2. 
25. 
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Prince and a Father to that Nation whi. 
ther he was brought” a Stranger and a 
Slave ; and proved the happy Inſtru- 
ment not only of preſerving Multitudes 
of People from the Rage of a tedious 
Famine of ſeven Years continuance, but 
alſo of nouriſhing his Father's Family in 
that time of common Calamity. And 
by this means he had the honour of the 
moſt obfequious Addreſles of thoſe very 
Brethren of his that had been his Perſe. 
cutors, and at laſt had the God-like 
Pleaſure of melting them into a deep 
Convittion of the unreaſonableneſs of 
their Enmity _ him, by the moſt 
endearing Carciſes, and ſweeteſt expreſ- 
ſions of Brotherly Love and Tendernefs, 
and the fatisfaction of that truly gene- 
rous and innocent kind of Revenge, of 
overcoming Emvil with Good. Thus God 
was pleas'd to reward the eminent Piety 
of his Youth, by making him the Dar- 
ling of his Providence ; and to lay the 
toundation of his Glory in thoſe Suffer- 
ings which were the proof of his Vertue, 

Senuel, a young Votary to the Ser- 
vice of God in his Tabernacle, as he 
grew up, became the Favorite both of 
God and Men : So eminently was he 

anointed 


\ 
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anointed with the Spirit of —_— 
and that in a Time, when the Word of 1 $am..1. 
the LOR D was wery precious, that all 
Iſrael from Dan, even to Beerſheba, 1 Sam. z: 
knew that he was eſtabliſhed a Prophet of 9:20: 
the LORD. 

That Piety which ſeaſor'd the tender 
Years of Devid, render'd him (accord- pw 
ing to his Name) ſo BELOVED both 3 
of God and Men, that God was pleag'd , 
to fill him witha Prophetick Spirit; and —ocos 
both God and Men thought good to 33:42,55- 
chooſe him to wear a Regal Diadem. 
The ſupreme Ruler and Arbiter of the 
World, was pleagd to reward his for- 
ward Zeal tor Him, by raiſing him from 
the Fold to the Throne, and by making 
him exchange his Shepherd's Crook for a 
Royal Scepter : ſothat from a Feeder of 
Sheep he became both the "ey and 
Kjng of a mighty Nation ; the ſweeteſt , c.,, 
P/almiit, and molt valiant Prince of 23. 1. 
Iſrael. 

Religious Joſiah, who began to re- 
form himſelf at Eight Years old, and to ,chron, 
reform the People under his Govern- 34 3 
ment betore he had exceeded Twelve, 
was honour'd of God with the happy 
accompliſhmeng of that glorious Retor- 

mation 


172 
Ver. 8. 


V.23—28, 


2 Chron, 
$5-24»25z 
26, 27- 
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mation in the Kingdom of Judah, when 
he could ſcarce write himſelf Man, ha- 
"_ ſeen the Light but Ezghteen Years, 
and had the earlineſs of his Piety ſigna- 
liz?d by the Delay of thoſe Judgments 
that Jeruſalem was threaten'd wit!), till 
the expiration of his Religious Reign: 
God was pleas'd to honour his carly 
Zeal with a tar protection given for 
a Timetothe Nation under his Con- 
du&t, for his ſake ; and would not fill 
his Reign that was ſo famous tor his Pi- 
ety, with thoſe Scenes of Horronr and 

iſery, which darken'd the Times of 
his unhappy Succeſſors. The Divine 
Compaſſion would not ſuffer him to ſee 
that City #air'd with the Blood of us 
Inhabitants, which he had been fo in- 
duſtrious to purge from Superſtition, 
and from the Worſhip of Idols. And 
as his Life was honourable to himſelf, 
and of the greateſt advantage to his 
Subjefts; fo his . Death was attended 
with their ſolemn and univerſal mourn- 
ing, (an Honour which was refus'd to 
his profane —_— ) and his Funeral 
celebrated with the Lamentations of a 
_ Prophet ; and his Memory pre- 
erv'd freſh and etcrnally fragrant in 


” the 
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the ſacred Hiſtory of the Kings of 
udah, 


Y AS John the Baptiit fhrſt devoted his Luke 1.80. 


Youth to the picus Meditations of a re- _—G 3- 

tir'd Life, and then to- the publick Ser- *'* 

vice of God in his Generation : So he 

was inveſted with the honorary Title of 

MESSENGER to the Meſſiah, to Luke 5. 
re the way before him ; whoſays, 2527-28: | 

rh ns not only 4 Prophet, but much 

more than a Prophet; and that among 

thoſe that had been born of Women, there 


. was no greater Prophet than he. 


The early Piety of Timothy, who was 2 Tim. , 
well acquainted with the Holy Scriptures 5: 
from his Childhood, was honoured 
with the moſt endearing Love of the 
great Apoſtle of the Gentiles, and with 
an eminent Station in the Church of 
God, wherein his prudent and Religious _ 

ent ſecur*d his Touth from Con- * 1's 4 
tempt ; and made the Apoſtle give him ** 


' thatſingular Charater, to the Phili pr- 


ans, when he aſſures them that he had 

no Man like-minded, who would natural- pyijip, 2, 

ly care for their State. 20. 
The belowed D:/ciple is reported tO John 13- 

have been very young, when profelyted 23. 

to the DoCEtrine of Chriſt ; and ona 


this 
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this was not the leaſt occaſion of his be. 
ing made the Boſom-friend of his Dij- 
vine Matter, 

Nay, moſt of thoſe who were dig 
nified with the ſacred Office of - Apoitle. 
ſhip, ſcem to have been converted in the 
Flower of their Time, by ſeveral Cir- 
cumiſtances of their Hiſtory in the Go- 
ſpel, and by the many Years ſome of 
them ſpent in "Travels, and other hard 
Services and Sufterings,atter the Aſcenſi- 
on of our Saviour. 

On the contrary we fhnd not like In- 
ſtances of Perſons being calld to ſuch 
eminent Services for God, and receiving 
ſuch d:tinguiſhing Marks of Honour 
from him in old Age, after a flagitious 
Lite, almoſt quite waſted in the tordid 
Drudgery of Sin, 

What a generous Emulation then 
ſhoul:] theſe illuſtrious Examples, we 
have mentioned, kindle in the Breaſts 
of pn that are Young ! With what an 
Holy Ambition ſhould they inſpire you, 
to become the early Canazdates of Reli- 
gion ! Who knows in what eminent 
Services it may pleaſe your Maker to 
employ you ? And who knows what 
[ignal Favours and Tokens of his Di 

vine 


end & ow, 
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vine Love, he may confer on you, if 
youconſecrate to him the fir # of your 
h,. and the be# of your "Time? 
But the Example, which of all others 
ſhines with the greateſt G/ory, and com- 
municates the ſweeteſt Inflaencey that is 
moſt capable both of raiſing your Wor- 
der, and af exciting your Imitation, is 
that of our Blefſed Redeemer, who came 
mto the World to teach us by his Life, 
as well as to fave us by his Death : He 
was pleagd to honour the Tourhful ſtate 


of Life by Lo o- through it, i the nev.s.7. 
b 


Days of his while he dwelt with 
Men, and did not deter his Father's 
Work toold Age (a Stage of Life, which 
he never vouchſat*d to enter on ;) in his 
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very Childhood he wax*d ſtrong in Spi- Lyur.2.40. 


rit, was filled with Wiſdom, and the Grace 
of God was upon him. His Soul ad- 
vanc'd in Divine Kpowleag, as his Bo- 
dy did in-Statwre, and fo he grew in fa- 


vour with God and Man. At Twelve yer, ,2. 


Years of Age he was found reaſoning 


with the Jewiſþ Doftors in the Temple, ver. 42, 
with that Sexſe and Underſtanding that 4%. 47: 


amaz'd all the Auditors, and with that 
Afal that became him, who made it his 


Delight to be about his Father's Buſineſs. ver. 45. 
" * 
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All the time he liv*d amongſt Men may 
be properly enough calPd the Time of 
Touth,tor there's reaſon toconclude from 
his Hiſtory in the Goſpel, that heaccom- 
liſh'd the whole of his Work before 
hb was advanc'd much beyond Thirty 
Years. And what a glorious Example 
does his ſhort Life preſent us, a Life 
without ſpot or blemiſh, without the 
leaſt ſign of any inclination to Sin, with- 
out the leaſt ſhew of Injuſtice or Uncha- 
ritableneſs towards Men, or the leaſt 
appearance of Diſobedience or Indevoti- 
on towards God : Nay, a Lite ſpent in 
the greateſt Acts of Charity to Wankind, 
and 1n the higheſt Elevations of Piety to 
his Father : A Life that conſum's it ſelf 
in the Zeal of his Houſe ; that expir'd in 
a Sacrifice to the Glory of God, and for 

the Salvation of the Souls of Men. 
Sothat you have not only the Precept, 
but the Preſcription too of your Creator 
to engage you in your Duty. He by 
whom you were made, by whom you 
are preſery'd, by whom alone you can 
be reſtor”d from a ſtate of Sin, and by 
whom you muſt be finally judg'd, was 
pleas'd to aſſume humane Nature, to be 
made Man : all things (Sin only ex- 
cepted) 


>> 6 n&@ = 
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cepted) on purpoſe to exemplify tt 
Duty in our Text. b mPruy tf 
as well as to conquer Sin and Hell 
by his Death, And ſince he calls 


you to learn of him, to bear the TokeMe.r1.28 


29, J2. 


to which he meekly condeſcended rg 
bow his own facred Neck; in his ten- 
der Years, ſurely *ti4 ggod tor you tg 


ſtoop ro that Toke Ac Togth too. 14%3-27: 


Ought you not to apply your ſelyes 
as well to his Example tor Direthion, 
as to his Suferixngs for Salyation ? 
And is it not both for your Honour 
and Intereſt to be contormable to thar 
bleſſed Life, that was firſt taken ap tg 
inſtryt you, and then /aid gown to re- 


deem ur " 

2. Conſider how ſmall that Oblation 
is, which is requir'd of your hagds, 
when your whole Lite is claun'd as the 
Right of your Creator ; ſeeing tis 
but a pare of it, that can be direaly 
and unmedtely ofter'd to him. The 
Secular Affairs that the Neceſlities of 
your Boglies engage you in, and S/cep 
together with the other Reparations of 
Natyre that . are requiſite ro make 


thols frail Tabernacles Tenantable, dir 
N - "vide 
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vide between *em: ſo great a ſhare of the 
Time of Life, that *tis but a /irtle por- 
tion of it that can be allotted to Pious 
Exerciſes, how ſoon ſoever you apply 
your ſelves to the praQtice of *em; and 
willyou grudg your Maker this ſmall 
ſhare of your Time, for the whole of 
which you entirely depend on him? 
Can you think much to allow a part of 
every day. to Devotion,tothe immediate 
Service of God, and for the Welfare of 
your Souls, when he allows you ſola 
a part of your Time to provide for 
preſent Eaſe and Welfare of your Bo- 
dies, in Jonny them the Conveni- 
encies of Life? Is it not more reaſona- 
ble to grudg that theſe Houſes of Clay 
ſhould have ſo much of your Care 
d Time, and that your Souls, nay, 
and&your Creator ſhould have ſo irtle 
of them ? And ought you not rather to 
_ how to improve even that one 
which you ſpend in ſu 
—C this animol Life fo as 
to render it ſubſervient to the great 
Ends of honouring your Maker, and 
of ſaving your Souls, than to contrive 
Excuſes for entirely ſquandering away 
the be;# part of thax /irtle "Time in 


Vanity 
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Vanity and Siz, which you ought to 
devote to the Holy Exerciſes of Piety 
and Religion ? 

And (once again) can you think 
you ſhall bring an acceptable Sacrifice, 
CINE = conſumption of the _ 
of your s 1n Vanity, you 
roll to offer onl w of our la#t 
hours to your Creator ? Will the 
Days, in which you will confeſs you 
have no Pleaſure your ſelves, be a 
proper Offering for him to take plea- 
ſure in? Is it fit to reſerve only the 
Blind and Lame and Sick for ſacred 
Services? May not ſuch a Return be 
reaſonably expected to every ſuch 
Oblation, as God by the Prophet Ma- 
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lachi makes to the profane Jews in Mal. 1. 8. 


another caſe; Offer it now to thy Go- 
wvernor, will he be pleas'd with obey or 
accept thy Perſon? ſaith the LORD 
7 #s. Would you not have rea- 
on to fear that ſuch nauſcous Servi- 


ces would be caſt back as Dung upon wal. 2. 3. 


your Faces ? And that you would have 
an Anſwer ſomewhat like that, which 
you may imagine a Subject would re- 


ceive, who afcer having waſted his 


N 2 Youth 
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Youth and Strt ih Beafibg Arfths 
apainſt his = rh ſhould Sit oft 
Crutches in his Old Age to tender 
himſelf to be liſted under his Banner ? 
Such a kind of Anſwer, I fay, as ſuth 
2f inveterate Rebel might expect; but 
2s much mort terrible as it is a greater 
Crim to fin againſt the great Creator 
an to. offend a Creature, and as the 
eſefitmments of the Living God af 
ie Areadful than the Anger of a 
ortal Man. | 
\. 3- To conclude, Conſider whether 
the large# Portion of that little Tithe, 
Which yap cah poſſibly ſpend in the 
Service of God here, makes atiy fi- 
gure, when compar'd with in Etey- 
Fity to be employ'd 1h the pleaſant 
{oo plation and Enjoyment of him 
ereafter. Can you think much to 
dedicate the few Moments God is 
pleasd to lend you in this World 
to him, who will Teward the Ser- 
vice of thoſe Mornents with ever- 
laſting Bliſs in the zext, arnong thoſe 
_" Ofies, Ws Happineſs as well 
as Buſineſs it 15 to be perpetually de- 
yoted 'to the Service of Their Mas 
Ker j 
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ker ; who enjoy Immortal Tozrh, and 
feel an ———_—_ _ in _ 
ploying it ly in t ntempla- 
tio of ' his PerfeQtions, in - the Ce- 
tebrarion of his Praiſes, in the ens 
tire Performance of his Will, and in 
the —_ Enjoyment of his Fa- 
Your 


Can it be thought that any of 
thofe Bleſſed Spirits that are pofſel- 
ſed of this Glory, can think much 
that they ſpent a little Tune here 
= q\ _— A the! y=_ Ta- 
ther uppos'd that all nnami- 
mouſty wiſh (if fach a Wiſh be 
confiſtent with that perfe&t State of 
Blifs ) that they had improv'd eve- 

Minute of = M firtle Time which 
their Creator allotted them in this 
World, to his Glory? *Tis not to 
be doubted, that the: Holy A 
and Saints ih Heaven do inceſſant- 


' Iy worfhip and ſerve their Maker 


with the teft Alacrity 1 - 
ble, becauſe they ntuaty behold 
his Face, and are always enamour'd 
of his Gloty: They are under a 
continual 'impreffipn of the _— 


Plal. 118. 
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bleneſs and Goodneſs of his Will, and 
know perfeftly well that their own 
Excellency and Happineſs conſiſts in 
_—_——— _— ormity to it LI. 
ACCOT y unexpreſſ1 
Delighs in doing his Pleaſure : a 
t count not an Eternity #00 muc 
for the Service of their Creator, can 
you think the ſhort Time of your 
ſojourning here below #00 large an Of- 
fering for Fim? 
Seeing then the Law of your Cre- 
«tion, and the Diftates of Reaſon ; 
the Importunities of the Divine Word, 
and the Warnings of the Holy Spt- 
rit ; the Command of your Maker, 
and the Example of your Redeemer ; 
the Experience of the Saints on Earth, 
and the unanimous Senſe of the 
Saints and Angels too in Heaven ; to- 
gether with your own higheſt Izte- 
re# both in Time and Eternity, do 
all conſpire to oblige you to de- 
vote the firi# and be## of your Time 
to the great Author of your Be- 
ing: How can you any longer re- 
fule to give up your. TOUT H to 
be tied - theſe many ſacred Bonds 


as 
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as a Sacrifice to the Horns of his 
Altar ? ' 

Behold NOW #® the accepted Time ; — 6. 
Behold NOW « the Day Satvation. - Pl. 95 
Therefore ro Day, if you will hear his 7b. 


Voice, harden not your Hearts, my "TY 


FINIS. 


